COACH’S CORNER

LOST - How Jesus Helps us To Find Our Way
The Lost Son– Part III
After listening to Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend, Oct. 14-15, 2006 weekend message, answer these practical yet powerful questions and see the insights of Pastor Ken’s weekend message become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner questions located here, grab your Relational Intelligence message notes, your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Week of October 16-22, 2006 

Luke 15:1-10 

Jesus tells us the story of the lost son or the prodigal son.  In this passage Jesus has many surprises awaiting us.  First, in this day and culture, it was highly unusual for a son to request his inheritance.  Second surprise… you didn’t expect the father to comply.  Third, you would never guess a Jewish son would work with the pigs.  Yet, in each of these surprises Jesus has much to teach us.  

The lost son ends up in the pig-pen looking up to the pigs and even wishing he could eat with the pigs since.  This may not seem like a big deal, but if you were a young Jewish man, they did not have anything to do with pigs.  Did I say ANYTHING?     

· POWER and FREEDOM - Left to the Pigs – What It’s Like To Be Lost  
What separates us from animals is the power to choose.  Animals have instinct, but human beings have choice.  

The prodigal son had a good father.  He was not a product of his environment.  He made a choice to request his inheritance.Luke 15:12 – “The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.”

To be lost!  Listen to a statement by Mike Tyson. “I will never be happy.  I believe I will die alone.  I am really lost, but I am trying to find myself.  I am a sad, pathetic case.”
1. When was the last time you felt lost in a faraway country, far from the Father? _______________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2.
Do you know someone who is in the pig pen today?  If so, who are they?_______

__________________________________________________________________

3.
Looking back how did your power to choose bring you to this place?__________


_________________________________________________________________

· PAIN and PROGRESS - “Coming To Your Senses”  

When the lost son comes to his senses he thinks… “I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. Luke 
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15:18.  The pain of the pig pen helped him to clear his head and restore his sanity.  Often it takes the pain of having a bypass surgery to get a person to change their eating habits or the pain of getting fired to get a person to change their work habits, etc.  Pain can lead to progress.  Pain is really not an enemy, but actually serves us as our friend.
1. What painful incidents or times of lostness have brought you to your senses?    

       _______________________________________________________________

2.
What did you notice when you awoke?________________________________ 

· WALKING and RUNNING - “The Response of the Father”  

So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father 

saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 

around him and kissed him.”  Luke 15:20  In the first century in the Middle East, this 

is not something that a father would do.  This would bring the father shame and 

disgrace.  Yet, the father is so happy this is his response.  

Can you picture God responding to the step you take towards Him responding by running to you?  Can you picture God’s love toward you so expressive that He holds you and kisses you?
1. What do you notice about the Father’s response to his son’s return?___________

_________________________________________________________________

2. Have you experienced this degree of unconditional acceptance from God when you genuinely decided to go in the healthy direction?______________________

3. What treasured memory have you never forgotten from such acceptance?______

_________________________________________________________________


4.
Has this acceptance given you greater desire to live for God?________________

Recommended Reading:  The Autobiography of God  by Lloyd Ogilvie

Memory Verse:  “But while he was still along way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.”  Luke 15:20.  

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

Ask for prayer by sending an e-mail to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Nancy at (408) 979-3043
Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and

can be purchased at Cathedral of Faith..  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.
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