COACH’S CORNER

LOST - How Jesus Helps us To Find Our Way
The Lost Son– Part IV
After listening to Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend, Oct. 21-22, 2006 weekend message, answer these practical yet powerful questions and see the insights of Pastor Ken’s weekend message become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner questions located here, grab your Relational Intelligence message notes, your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Week of October 23-29, 2006 

Luke 15:22-32 

Most people are familiar with the story of the prodigal son being lost, but not many realize that the older brother is lost as well.  He has a very angry response to the father calling for a party to celebrate his brother’s return.  In fact, he refuses to go into the party.  The father comes out to talk with him.  When you read the text notice when the older brother is talking to his father he refers to the prodigal son as, “your son”.  The father will not allow this disconnect and in his response refers to the prodigal son as, “your brother”.

Like the older brother, we too can miss the party.  Let’s examine some reasons why!   

· When a lost person is found heaven throws a party – “The Celebration of a Lifetime”  
Over the last four weeks we learned that in each situation of something lost being found, a party is thrown.  When the Shepherd finds the lost sheep, he calls his friends and throws a party.  When the widow finds the lost coin, she calls her friends and throws a party.  When the prodigal son comes home the father calls his friends and throws a party.  Celebrating lost people being found is important to God and heaven.

1. What is the most festive party you have been to? __________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. Would you want to miss this party?_____________________________________

3. How do you think this compares to the party God throws in heaven when one 

person is found?____________________________________________________


· When you miss the party, this is another picture of being lost – “Someone Is Missing”  

Luke 15:18.   "The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.”   The father reaches out to the older brother just as he did to the prodigal son.  Like the older brother we can live in the Father’s house and miss the Father’s heart.  
 
1.
Think about when you missed a special event.  What was that like?    

       _______________________________________________________________

2.
Who really misses out when you’re not there? __________________________
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· What keeps the brother from going into the party - “Why We Miss The Party”  

Let’s look at three negative things in the older brother remembering to also look inside ourselves and see if the same can be true of us.

LOST IN HIS PRIDE

Luke 15:29.  “But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.”  

1. Do you know any perfect son who has NEVER disobeyed their father?________

2. When has your pride interfered in you joining in with something?____________

_________________________________________________________________

     
LOST IN HIS ANGER

     
Luke 15:30.  “But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with  

    
 prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' “  It was not said by the      

    
prodigal son that he was involved with prostitutes.  Perhaps the older brother’s anger   

caused him to say some bad things about his brother.  

QUOTE:  Buddy Hackett said, “I never carry a grudge because while it hurts me, they’re out dancing.”
1. When are you so angry that you just don’t show?__________________________

LOST IN HIS ENVY

Luke 15:29 & 31.  “But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  "'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.” 
1. When has envy gotten the best of you?__________________________________

2. What heart changes will you need to allow yourself to go to the Party? ________

_________________________________________________________________

3.
Will you make those changes today?____________________________________
Recommended Reading:  The Parables of Jesus  by James Boice

Memory Verse:  “…so they began to celebrate.”  Luke 15:24.  

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

Ask for prayer by sending an e-mail to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Nancy at (408) 979-3043
Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and

can be purchased at Cathedral of Faith..  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.

Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125 
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