COACH’S CORNER

The Meaning of Christmas 
 Part 1 – For God So Loved The World 
After listening to Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend, December 2-3, 2007 weekend message, answer these practical yet powerful questions and see the insights of Pastor Ken’s weekend message become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner questions located here, grab your Relational Intelligence message notes, your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of December 3-9, 2007 

 There’s nothing wrong with Santa, but most people know there is more to Christmas than Santa.  You must go deeper to find the meaning of Christmas.  The best place to look is in the Bible.  I’d suggest you read the first two chapters in both Matthew and Luke Gospels.  This is where you find the story of Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, angels, wise men, the manger and Jesus.  In fact, read it with your spouse, family, and friends!  

But, if you want to look at the meaning of the story, the best place to look is in John 3:16.  These twenty-six words are not only the most important words you will find about Christmas, it seems to me they are the most important words in the entire Bible.  Billy Graham always tested his microphone before speaking by quoting John 3:16.  Most people count numbers or say check.  When asked why, Billy Graham replied, “If I do a lousy job during the interview, then at least the sound crew would have heard the gospel.”  

FOR GOD – From These Words We Learn There Is A God Behind The Story

From these words we learn this is a story that begins with God.  Think about anything you have and ask yourself the question, “Where did it come from?  Where did the artificial tree come from?”  Someone got the idea and became the first – the creator – of artificial trees.  When you look at creation itself, you know someone had to be the creator of it.  When it comes to Christmas, you know God has to be involved.  When you read about the virgin birth, this is something way beyond normal!  If God does not exist then it is another fairy tale, but if God exists, is anything too hard for Him?  When Mary questions the angel about the virgin birth he tells her, “…make room for the impossible!”  

There is a God who is behind the story of the nativity and maybe this is what you need to know.  Perhaps you are facing a medical challenge, hit chapter 11 financially, going through a marriage crisis, or stuck in a bad addiction.  If your story is just a human story, you would be looking at the impossible.  But, if you remember there is more to the story than that… that there is a God who does exist, there is a God who is involved…then NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD.  One man at Cathedral of Faith wrote me a letter telling how he is not 38 months clean and sober.  Now this man is productively working supporting his family and living the life that seemed impossible before he invited God to step into His circumstances.
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1.
Have you ever doubted the existence of God?  What evidence do you have that God exists and is there for you? _______________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________

2.
What are you facing something in your life that seems impossible?  ______________
3.
Like Mary, can you make room for the impossible to see what God will do? ______________

4.
Come back and diary what God does for you! ______________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

SO LOVED – From These Words We Learn That Love Drives The Story

The Nativity Story is the greatest love story!  When you see that little baby lying in the manger, that is God trying to convince us of His love.  God is trying to win our love in return because love is part of His nature and character.  Most religions of the world do not speak of God in this way.  If you study, you will not find that Allah is love, or Brahma is love or Vishnu is love.  But, the God of the Bible is a God of love. 

Let God love you today.  Look around you during this Christmas holiday.  Did you know that for many people the holidays are a very lonely time?  Do you feel anxious, depressed?  I had a professor of psychology in college who wrote textbooks on how to help people.  He said, “The greatest healing a person can have is to really know that they are loved by God.”   His love will transform you and transform the way you love others.  A realtor friend of mine told me of a client who was going to file for divorce and wanted to sell his home.  After talking business my friend asked the man if he could take off the realtor hat and talk to him as a friend.  The realtor urged his client to give the marriage another shot.  You see, the realtor went through the pain of divorce and he would rather see the marriage saved than get the sale.  That’s what God’s love can do in our hearts.

1.
Can you regularly feel and sense that God loves you? How? ____________________


_____________________________________________________________________

2.
If not, would you like to ask God to give you a real sense of His love and presence? 


_____________________________________________________________________

3.
How has God’s love for you influenced what you have done for others?  Share a story.  _______________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________

THE WORLD – From These Words We Learn How far The Story Reaches

A book of children’s letters to God includes this one:  “Dear God, I bet it is very hard for you to love everybody in the whole world.  There are only four people in our family, and I can never do it!”  At the nativity, the shepherds are in the circle even though religious leaders would not allow them in the synagogue or testify in court.  At the nativity, the wise men are in the circle even though they were looked down upon as not having the right race or the right religion. Just how big is the circle?  You have to draw a circle around the whole world.  It is amazing to think about what takes place that night in that tiny little stable.  From the very beginning we are told this is not a local event.  Instead this is a global event that would touch and change the world forever.

As a church we have drawn a very big circle that includes Mozambique.  We are going to focus our efforts on bringing clean water to the area, create micro-business, help the church grow, send teams; the first team is slated to go next fall.  

But, what about you?  For one reason or another you may feel like you are outside the circle.  Or, 
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perhaps you know someone who feels this way.  No matter what you situation visualize Gad taking a pen and making a circle around you to include you in His love. His love is reaching out to you.  Remember how Mary asked the angel, “Since I am a virgin, how will this be?”  The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you… For nothing is impossible with God.”  Luke 1:35-36.   That same Holy Spirit is available to you.  Romans 5:5 says, “For we know how dearly God loves us, because He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with His love.” 

Perhaps what you are facing seems impossible because you have never made Jesus Christ your personal Savior.  You can do so now.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart. 

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.” 

Celebrate.  I John 4:9 assures us, “God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through Him.”   
1.  Did you just pray this prayer to ask Jesus Christ to be your Savior?  If so, will you let 


me know by sending me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   _____________ 


_____________________________________________________________________

2.
What part of your world are you bringing the love of God to? ___________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

3.
Who else does God want you to bring His love to?  __________________________

Recommended Movie:  The Nativity Story:  

Scripture References:  Matt. 1 & 2, Luke 1 & 2, Eph. 3, I John 4, Rom. 8

Recommended Reading – 3:16 The Numbers Of Hope by Max Lucado

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.  Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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