COACH’S CORNER

The Meaning of Christmas 3:16 
 Part 2 – That He Gave His One & Only Son 
After listening to Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend December, 8-9, 2007 weekend message, answer these practical yet powerful questions and see the insights of Pastor Ken’s weekend message become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner questions located here, grab your Relational Intelligence message notes, your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of December 10-16, 2007 

THE SEASON OF GIVING 
December is the time of the year when we think a lot about giving.  Did you know that 80% of retail business is done during this time of the year!  They estimate that the average person will spend $600 to buy 23 gifts.  One person said that because of his credit card payments, he thinks about Christmas all year long.  We don’t have to overspend.  We can be creative.  My wife makes a big batch of chocolate chip cookies and we take them to the neighbors.  Then consider a little girl praying the Lord’s prayer a little differently.  She prayed, “Forgive us our Christmases as we forgive those who Christmas against us.”  We can give gifts that cost more than one that involve a credit card.  I know a man who reconnected with his grown daughter.  There was a lot of hurt and pain from the past, but they are putting it behind them and with the help of God, that gap is starting to close.  We here at Cathedral of Faith are taking 120 boxes of gifts to 120 children in Mozambique.  In fact, we took a picture of the entire congregation and each children will see who’s sending their love to them.  Don’t you find it true that giving is something that is good for the human spirit!  When you give, you reflect the image and character of God! James 1:17 says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows” 

1.  Name one of the best gifts you have ever received at Christmas (besides Jesus)?  What 

made that gift so special? _______________________________________________

2.
What creative gifts can you give this Christmas and to whom? __________________


____________________________________________________________________

3.
What gift that costs more than a credit card can you give this Christmas and to 


whom?  _____________________________________________________________

THE FORCE OF GIVING

When it comes to gifts, God is better than Santa.  Santa gives according to who is naughty and nice, but God’s gifts spill over to both the naughty and nice.  Matt. 5:45 points out, “He gives rain both to the just and to the unjust.”  And the greatest gift given in all of history to mankind is wrapped up in these words, “For God so loved the world that He gave His One and Only Son…”    It makes sense that Christmas is a special time for giving because we celebrate the most special gift.  For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only son!  What kind of a gift is that?  How big of a gift is that?    
Cathedral of Faith  - All rights reserved 

JESUS IS DIVINE

Stay with me while I touch on some theology.  Jesus is divine like the Father.  What we have in that manger is the Eternal Son and the Eternal Father.  They co-exist and co-create when in a moment of time God’s Son steps out of heaven and into earth as a baby!  Capture the majesty of the moment.  The mystery of the incarnation.  This is what makes Jesus unique and distinct!  Here is Jesus like every other baby, but while truly human, he is as well truly divine.  St. Augustine put it this way, “He was made man, who made man… He was created of a mother whom He created, He was carried by hands that He formed.”  Think about that for a while!  That will stretch your mind.  Jesus is divine like the Father and He comes to reveal the Father.  The Bible talks about how no one has ever seen God, but God, the one and only, who is at the Father’s side has made Him known.  That’s what Jesus does.

Do you remember George Harrison of the Beatles?  In an interview for Rolling Stone Magazine George talked about the big issues of life and said, “The most important issue in life is to figure out why we are here.  Everything else in life can wait but the search for God cannot wait!” When we look to Jesus, we will get to know the Father.  Matt. 11:27 says, “All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”  This is the most important search… getting to know God.

JESUS IS THE GIFT

I John 4:9 says the John 3:16 Scripture a little different.  “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.”   Jesus is a gift from the Father.  I will never forget the day my son was born.  It was one of the happiest days of my life.  We have had so many great times through the years.  There is nothing I would not do for my son.  I would give my life for my son, but if you asked me to give up my son to a bunch of people who were going to mistreat him, abuse him, nail him on a cross, I’m not sure I could do that.  I could not give up my “only” son.  Yet, this is what the Father did.  He was willing to send His son to the manger knowing He was sending him to the cross.  He did all of this because of His great love for you and me.  “He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all.  How will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things.”    This is how much the Father feels about you.  This is how great His love is for you.  Perhaps you have never known this love.  If you put your faith and trust in Jesus, you are adopted into the family of God.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart. 

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  

1.  Did you just pray this prayer to ask Jesus Christ to be your Savior?  If so, will you let 


me know by sending me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   _____________ 


_____________________________________________________________________

2.  Has the knowledge of the Father giving His one and only Son meant more to you today?  If so, 

how?  _____________________________________________________________________
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3.
What are you going to do with God’s gift for you during this Christmas Season?  __________


__________________________________________________________________________

Memory Verse:  “This is how God showed his love among us; He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him.”

Recommended Movie:  The Nativity Story:  

Scripture References:  Matt. 1 & 2, Luke 1 & 2, John 1, John 14, I John 4, Romans 8

Recommended Reading – 3:16 The Numbers Of Hope by Max Lucado

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.  Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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