COACH’S CORNER

The Meaning of Christmas 3:16 
 Part 3 – That Whoever Believes In Him 
After listening to Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend December, 15-16, 2007 weekend message, answer these practical yet powerful questions and see the insights of Pastor Ken’s weekend message become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner questions located here, grab your Relational Intelligence message notes, your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of December 17-23, 2007 

The story of Christmas is found in Matthew and Luke, but the meaning of Christmas is found in John 3:16.  This Scripture is so important that Martin Luther asked for it to be read to him while he died!  What do we believe in?  Some people believe in many things.  Sheryl Crowe, a famous singer, once said, “I believe in Jesus and Buddha and Mohammed.”  That’s fine, but what if you believe in everything and you end up with nothing?  That reminds me of a story of a man who fell over a cliff and stopped his fall when he grabbed onto a tree branch.  The man yelled, “Can anyone help me?”  A voice responded, “Yes, this is God. Do you believe in me?”  The man said yes and again requested help.  God said, “Let go of the branch.”  The man responded, “Is there anybody else up there?”  So, what do you believe?  Do you believe enough to let go of the branch?

SEEING AND BELIEVING

Every day we believe and then we see.  This is not mystical.  It’s part of daily living.  When you got in the car and put the key in the ignition, didn’t you expect the car to start?  When you walked into church and sat down on a chair, didn’t you expect the chair to hold you?  When someone gives you homemade Christmas treats, don’t you expect the food to be safe when you eat it?  Everyday we believe and then we see! 

1.   What other kinds of things do you do everyday that now you can see is based on 

believing?  __________________________________________________________

· There Is A Seeing That Leads To Believing
John wrote the gospel so we could see what Jesus did and because we would know what Jesus did, we could believe.  “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.”  John 20:31.  

1.
When major thing has Christ shown you through the Bible that has changed your 


thinking? ___________________________________________________________

· There Is A Believing That Leads To Seeing
In my research I discovered interesting statistics about growing older.  Those who have positive attitudes towards growing older tend to live 7.6 years longer than those with 
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negative attitudes.  Believe one way and you will see one way.  Believe another way and you will see another way.  What you believe has an influence on what you see.  John 3:16 says that if you believe, you will see.  St. Augustine pointed out, “Faith is to believe what we do not see; and the reward of this faith is to see what we believe.”  

Look at the Nativity story.  Joseph and Mary are two people of faith.  If you want more faith in your life, rub shoulders with people of faith.  What is Mary’s response to the angel telling her she would give birth to the Son of God?  “Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished.”  Luke 1:45.  Mary believed and then she began to see her stomach grow.  Joseph on the other hand had it harder.  Joseph believed and then he saw the shepherds come, the wise men arrive, the man in the temple identifies Jesus and then to see Jesus at the right hand of the Father.  

1.
When was the last time you really believed in something and began to see the world 

differently? __________________________________________________________

· There Is A Believing In The Son

Over a year ago I went tandem skydiving.  My instructor told me he’d handle the free fall, he’d handle releasing the parachute and he’d handle the landing.  All I had to do is link my harness to his and let go!  That’s what we do when we believe in Jesus.  We link our one and only life to Him and we link our eternity with His eternity.  Don’t hold anything back! 

1.
 Are you able to let go and believe Jesus? _________________________________

HOW DO YOU GET TO HEAVEN?

· Good Works

If you had a scale measured on one side all the good you do and the other measured all the bad, then whichever way it tilts would determine your future.  More good and you go to heaven or more bad and you go to hell.  A lot of people believe this way.  The Bible says we go to heaven not on the basis of what we do, but on the basis of what we believe.  In John 6:28 Jesus is asked how the disciples could tip the scale.  Verse 29 gives the answer, Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." Connect your harness to Jesus’ harness.

· All Roads Lead To Heaven
Some think all roads lead to heaven.  That’s like saying all roads lead to San Jose.  If you go into a gas station and tell the attendant, “Give me a road”, he’ll want to know where!  If you think any road given to you will end up in San Jose, that attendant will think you are crazy.  John 3:16 says no.  “For God so loved the world He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him would not perish but have eternal life.”  Connect your harness to Jesus’ harness.

· Whoever
If God had a welcome mat on it would be the word, “WHOEVER”.  The invitation is 
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wide, but the path is narrow.  Maybe you need to take that step and connect your harness to His harness!  You will see more peace in your life.  Even those who have taken that step need to be reminded that believing in Jesus brings peace.  In fact, the disciples were sitting with Jesus seeing Him physically, and yet he said to them, “Let not your hearts be troubled…believe in me.”  John 14:1.  It can happen to them and it can happen to us.  There’s this stress test that shows you the degree of challenge different situations bring in to your life.  Loosing a job has one level of stress and marital problems has another, etc.  Tony Dungy is someone who has had ups and downs.  He led his team to the Super Bowl Championship and he suffered through the suicide death of his young son.  This is what Tony said, “Despite these ups and down, God is with us.  God is for us.  He won’t ever abandon us.”  What a difference I will see when I believe and trust Jesus…when I link my harness to His harness.  Would you like to do that now?  Then pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  

If you say you need to re-connect your harness with Jesus’ harness because you need His peace, then pray this prayer… “Jesus, I let go and I believe that You will take my circumstances and change them according to Your Word and promise to work all things together for good.  Thank you for your peace today.  Amen.”

1.  Did you just pray this prayer to ask Jesus Christ to be your Savior?  If so, will you let 


me know by sending me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   _____________ 


_____________________________________________________________________

2.
What did you let go off that has been robbing you of your peace? ________________


_____________________________________________________________________

3.
What have you experienced in its place? ____________________________________

Memory Verse:  John 20:31.  “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.”

Recommended Movie:  The Nativity Story:  

Scripture References:  Matt. 1 & 2, Luke 1 & 2, John 6, John 14 and John 16

Recommended Reading – 3:16 The Numbers Of Hope by Max Lucado

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.  Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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