COACH’S CORNER

The Meaning of Christmas 3:16 
 Part 4 – Shall Not Perish But Have Eternal Life 
After listening to Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend December, 22-23, 2007 weekend message, answer these practical yet powerful questions and see the insights of Pastor Ken’s weekend message become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner questions located here, grab your Relational Intelligence message notes, your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of December 24-30, 2007 

The story of the nativity found in the first two chapters of Matthew and Luke is one of the most important stories in the Bible the world will read.  Read it and think about the meaning of the nativity and the meaning of John 3:16…”For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.”   If you get a hold of these words and these words get a hold of you, they have the power to change your life.

There is a prison that would not let the prisoners have cigarettes, so they came up with creative ways to have a smoke.  They would take the paper available to them and roll up tealeaves mixed with reside of nicotine gum.  One guy used paper from the Bible to roll up his cigarettes.  He smoked his way through Matthew, Mark and Luke and then he ended up in John.  When he came to the words of John 3:16, he could not get away from them.    These words took hold of him and he took hold of these words and that prisoner became a follower of Jesus!

These words have the power to change your life.  The last few words in this scripture are about eternal life…”whoever believes in Him shall not perish but shall have eternal life.”  What does it mean to have eternal life?  There are two main ideas behind this phrase.  The first ideas has to do with “length of life”
LENGTH OF LIVE

It means you have a very long life.  In fact, you have an everlasting life.  Did you know that this is why we use an evergreen tree at Christmas?  An evergreen tree is green all year long. We use the evergreen tree to remind us that we have an everlasting life.  

Everlasting life begins the moment we put our faith and trust in Jesus.  John 3:36 says, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."  One of Jesus’ disciples put it this way, “We have been given a brand new life and have everything to live for, including a future in heaven, and the future starts now!”   I Peter 1:3-4 (MSG).  

We are going to live forever!  Some people say, “It took FOREVER to find a parking spot… or it took FOREVER to get our food… or it took FOREVER for my wife to get 
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ready!  If you want to stretch your mind a bit, think how long FOREVER is! We are going to live forever and not even death can destroy this life.  Jesus said this on his way to a cemetery, “He who believes in Me, even though he dies, yet shall he live.”  John 11:25.  Death cannot destroy the life we have…the everlasting forever life we have been given. 
1.   What does living FOREVER mean to you?  _________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________

2.
How long is your time on earth compared to forever in heaven with God? _________


_____________________________________________________________________

3.
How differently can you live your life in light of this comparison? _______________


_____________________________________________________________________

QUALITY OF LIFE

The second idea behind the phrase, “Whoever believe in Him shall not perish but has eternal life”, is quality of life!  It’s kind of like this comparison.  Imagine a scrawny, bare, tree with no leaves on it.  Then imagine an evergreen tree full, lush and decorated with wonderful colors and lights. This is what eternal life does.  It makes your life look a whole lot better.  Listen to how Jesus describes this life.  “I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of.”   John 10:10 (MSG)  These words remind us of His mission.  We never have to question it again.  

More and better life than you ever dreamed of begins with a better connection with God.  St. Augustine put it this way, “God became a man so that following a man, something you are able to do, you might reach God, which was formerly impossible to you!”  John 17:3 says it another way.  “And this is the real and eternal life: That they know you, the one and only true God, And Jesus Christ, whom you sent.”   Go all the way back to the beginning to the garden and you will see the kind of connection God wants.  He wants to walk and talk with human beings.  When you follow Jesus you are on your way back to the garden.  You can get to know His voice, His love, Him.  As you get to know Him better your life starts to improve in the most meaningful ways.  Your mental life looks better, your emotional life looks better, your moral life looks better and your relational life looks better. 
1.  What better changes can you identify in your life ever since you became a follower of 


Jesus?   ______________________________________________________________

2.
Think of a time when you knew God walked with you and talked with you.  What 


was it like?  How did it affect your life?  ___________________________________


____________________________________________________________________
CHOOSE LIFE

When you choose to believe in Jesus, this is what you receive.  Have you made that decision?  If not, in just a moment I’d like to agree with you in prayer.  Before we do that, I want to share a story with you.  NAME played Upward Basketball for a few 
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seasons.  During the ’07 Upward Basketball Awards Night, ten-year-old Joshua Caruz made a decision to become a follower of Jesus Christ.  His dad and mom were thrilled.  One day when he and his brother went out to ride their bikes, Joshua collapsed and died the next morning from a brain aneurism.   His dad and mom through the heartache of their painful loss are comforted by the reality that their son has eternal life. 

How can these parents have peace?  They know Jesus’ mission.  They know that Joshua is secure eternally.  No one can snatch their son from the Father’s hand.  When you make the decision to believe, you are in the hand of the Father.  What kind of grip does the Father have?   John 10:28-29 (MSG) says it this way, “ I give them real and eternal life. They are protected from the Destroyer for good. No one can steal them from out of My hand.  The Father who put them under My care is so much greater than the Destroyer and Thief. No one could ever get them away from Him.”   Romans 8:38-39 (MSG) describes the scope of the Father’s keeping power.   “I'm absolutely convinced that nothing—nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can get between us and God's love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.”  The Father won’t let go.  It’s good that you have a hold of the Father, but it’s far better that the Father has a hold of you.  When you are in the Father’s hands, He will not let go.   
Maybe you would say, “I’m ready to become a follower of Jesus.”  Would you like to do that now?  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
1.  Did you just pray this prayer to ask Jesus Christ to be your Savior?  If so, will you let 


me know by sending me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   _____________ 


_____________________________________________________________________

2.
What is the most important area of your life that you want to see change in?  Write it 


down here and come back in one month, six months or even a year and record that 


changes you experience. ________________________________________________

Memory Verse:  John 20:10.  “…I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of.”

Recommended Movie:  The Nativity Story:  

Scripture References:  Matt. 1 & 2, Luke 1 & 2, John 6, John 10, John 14, John 16 and Rom. 8

Recommended Reading – 3:16 The Numbers Of Hope by Max Lucado

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.  Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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