COACH’S CORNER

GETTING HEALTHY
Getting Healthy In Our Finances – Part II
After listening to Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend, Feb. 17-18, 2007 weekend message, answer these practical yet powerful questions and see the insights of Pastor Ken’s weekend message become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner questions located here, grab your Relational Intelligence message notes, your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Week of February 18-24, 2007 
When it comes to money, it’s on people’s mind a lot.  If you type in the word money on a book website you will discover that around 386,000 books are written on the subject.  In a survey asking people what they are stressed about, two thirds said money.  

What can we do to get healthy about money?  How can we master our money instead of our money mastering us?  Did you know that the Bible talks more about money than it does about prayer or faith?  Let’s look at three things the Bible says about money.

Having a healthy ATTITUDE toward our money 

There are several views of money.  Some people think it is a bad thing.  They believe that the less money you have, the better off you are.  This view is called asceticism.  The Bible says that money is not a bad thing, but the love of money is a bad thing.  Other people view money as the main thing.  This view is called materialism.  People bow down and worship money.  The Bible says, “ No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” Matt. 6:24 (NIV).  Jesus said there is a third way to view money… it sees money as a managing thing.    Our paycheck is a blessing from God.  The Bibles says, “Remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to produce wealth.”   Deu. 8:18.  In fact, any money that comes into your hands is from God!  Consider the famous author John Grisham’s comments about money.  “I don’t not know why God has given me all of this, but I am able to give a lot of money to His work.  Maybe this is why.”   

1.
What is your attitude toward money?  A Bad Thing… The Main Thing… or A Managing Thing? _____________________________________________________

2.
If your attitude toward money is a Bad thing or the Main thing, do you want to make it a Managing thing beginning today?  ____________________________________

Having healthy EXPECTATIONS of our money

Take out a piece of paper and divide it in two sides.  On one side list all the things money can do for you and on the other side all the things money cannot do for you.  Like this.


What $ Can Do For Me


What $ Cannot Do For Me


Opportunity for promotion

Heal my pain
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What do you expect money to do for you?  But, can money really do this for me.  For example, money cannot heal the pain of low-self esteem.  Many try to ease or numb the pain deep down in their hearts by going to the mall.  Jesus put it this way.  “The value of a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possession.” Luke 12:15.  So instead of heading to the mall, head to the foot of the cross and find your self-esteem in what God says about you.  Second, the money you have in your hands s your opportunity to get a promotion God wants to give you.  Whether we have a little money or a lot of money in our hands, Jesus wants us to manage it well.  If we do, He will trust us to handle more; even spiritual riches.  Luke 16:11.  “And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven?” 

1.  What have you expected money to do for you that it could not? __________________
      _____________________________________________________________________

2.   What promotions has God given you in your life?_____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________ 

Having a healthy STRATEGY with our money 

There are five different buckets that are a part of the plan for managing money with a healthy strategy.  

· What am I earning? -  to earn honestly

“If anyone is stealing he must stop it and begin using those hands of his for honest 

work so he can give to others in need.”  Eph. 4:28.
· What am I spending?- to spend wisely

The average child sees 40,000 commercials a year that influences how their parents spend their money.

· What am I saving? – to save diligently

“The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish man spends whatever he gets.”  Prov. 21:20 (TLB) 
· What am I giving? – to give faithfully

The Bible says that every time you give 10% of what you earn and give it to His church you Honor Him.  The purpose of tithing (giving 10%) is to teach you to put God first and you will find you cannot out give God.

· What am I owing? – to owe little
Follow the example of a couple that turned it all over the Jesus and are now able to manage money in a healthy way.  God wants to help you too!

1.   What is your strategy for making the most of your money?_____________________


____________________________________________________________________

2.
Are you saving for short or long term needs? ________________________________

3.
Do you have an investment plan or advice? _________________________________

4.
What is your idea for stewardship (tithing) of what God has given you for His work 


through His Church?___________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________
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Recommended Reading:  Master Your Money  by Ron Blue 

Memory Verses:  Deut. 8:18.  “Remember the LORD your God, for it is He wwho gives you the ability to produce wealth.”

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.

Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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