COACH’S CORNER

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS
 Part VII Pursuing Peace
After listening to Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend, June 16-17, 2007 weekend message, answer these practical yet powerful questions and see the insights of Pastor Ken’s weekend message become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner questions located here, grab your Relational Intelligence message notes, your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of June 18-24, 2007 – Pursuing Peace! 

Matthew 5:1-12.  Matthew 5:9.  “Happy are the peacemakers for they will be called sons of God.”
Can you imagine a door that has a small hole in the top middle of the door?  Such a door exists in Ireland to this day.  About 600 years ago there was a family feud that lead to one family and their soldiers retreating into a church while the other family and their soldiers surrounded the church and decided they would wait them out!  The man leading the family outside the church decided it was foolish and did a risky thing. Calling the other family leader to the door, the man outside said he wanted the feud to end.  The man inside thought it was a trick until the man outside stuck his arm through the hole in the door as a sign of making peace.  The man inside could have cut off his arm, but instead he gripped the man’s hand and accepted the peace offer.  To this day it’s called the Door Of Reconciliation. 
That’s what I want you to think about… cutting a hole in the door, sticking your arm through the door and being the kind of person who believes for peace. 

Making Peace With GOD

This is what God did at the cross.  He turned the cross into a door of reconciliation.  Why?  Human beings are in conflict with God even though they were not made to fight with God.  The Bible says that God is reconciling the world to himself through Christ.  
1.   Do you need to make peace with God? ___________________________________ 

2.
Are you ready to sort of speak cut a hole in the door and stick your hand through?  If so, pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.  


“Father, I need a Savior and I cannot save myself.  I believe you sent your son, Jesus 


to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the 


rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put your spirit in my life and direct 


me.”   

If you prayed this prayer, would you take a minute and let me know by sending an e-mail to my assistant and she will get it to me?  Send it to: svargas@cathedraloffaith.org.

Making Peace With OTHERS
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Matt. 5:39 (NIV)  “But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.”  Was Jesus asking us to be a sissy?  No.  Jesus said for us to be lovers of peace and He wants us to catch the vision of what it is like.  When it says, “someone strikes you”, it is not speaking about assault, but about being insulted; the striking of words.  Jesus wants us to give peace a chance.  The situation that is in front of you is not by accident, but by God’s design.  There may be something you can do to help other people make peace.  Perhaps you can help through prayer or the way you conduct a meet with two people who are at odds with each other, etc.  Start cutting holes in the door and sticking your arm through the door.  

1.  What is the relationship you have that has a door just waiting for you to reach 


through?______________________

2.  In which of your closest relationships do you find yourself blaming vs. owning your 

part or responsibility?  What would it mean to step forward to apologize, forgive or volunteer to make things better?_________________________________________

The REWARD of Pursuing Peace

When you start cutting holes in doors and sticking your arm through, how rewarding this can be.  Jesus says, “Happy are the peacemakers!”  How many know that if there’s no peace in your home, it is pretty draining?  Even the best of marriages have their moments of conflict.  Consider this.  Couples that use the word “we” have greater resolution to their conflict versus couples that use the word “you”!  How many know that peace is rewarding!  Another reward is that you begin to look like your father.  Think of a dad and son who look so much alike like Charlie and Martin Sheen or Billy and Franklin Graham!  When you start cutting holes in the door and sticking your arm through, you are taking on a character resemblance of your Father.  

1.  What does it mean to you to resemble God’s character? _______________________

2.  Think back on an occasion when a situation of conflict changed to peace.  How   

     rewarding was that ?___________________________________________________

What Are You WAITING For?

Matthew 5:25 tells us, “Settle matters quickly…” The longer I take, the harder it becomes to work out.  Romans 12:18 instructs, “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”  Another Scripture tells you to stop your worship and go to the one who has an issue with you and ask them to forgive you!  Peace making is so important God interrupts church to direct us to make things right.   

1.  What is keeping you back from cutting a hole in the door? _____________________

2.  Are you willing to do something TODAY while time is still available? ___________

Memory Verse:  Matthew 5:9.  “Happy are the peace makers for they will be called sons of God.”

Recommended Reading – The Be Happy Attitudes by Robert Schuller, www.peacemakers.com

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.  Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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