COACH’S CORNER

HEROES
 Part III – Jephthah: The Hero That Beat The Odds 
After listening to Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend, September 1-2, 2007 weekend message, answer these practical yet powerful questions and see the insights of Pastor Ken’s weekend message become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner questions located here, grab your Relational Intelligence message notes, your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of September 3-9, 2007 

Judges 11:1-11.  There is a hero on the inside of you waiting to get out.  This week we are going to look at a hero who beat the odds.  Do you ever feel like the odds are stacked against you?  I found these statistics… the odds of being born a twin is 90 to 1, being audited by the IRS 175 to 1, catching a ball at a baseball game 563 to 1, getting a hole in one 5,000 to 1, dating a super model 88,000 to 1, and being struck by lighting 586,000 to 1!

BELIEVE In Yourself Even When Others Don’t

The odds were that Jephtahah would end up a big ZERO, yet he beat the odds and became a HERO…from Zero to Hero!  His life started when his dad stepped out on his wife, slept with a prostitute and she became pregnant.  He was the product of an immoral act.  Judges 11:2. His life began in a cloud of shame and continued in a cloud of shame.  His half brothers did not accept him and when it came to the family inheritance, they ran Jephtahah out of town.  

The Bible says that even if my father and my mother forsake me, God will take care of me.  That’s what Jephtahah needed to know.  Maybe that’s what you need to know.  God accepts you and believes in you.  You need to believe in yourself.  

1.   How in your own life have you faced tremendous odds that might make it difficult to be a hero? ______________________________________________________________ 

2.
What odds are stacked against you now? ___________________________________ 


_____________________________________________________________________

Making The Best Of A BAD SITUATION

When the guy in the Bible is run out of town, we see  him make the best of a bad situation.  Jephtahah meets up with a group of rough guys and turns them into the best fighting force in the area.  Exile turns Jephtahah into a successful leader and warrior.

Jephtahah makes the best of a bad situation.  Now if you are a control freak, it takes a little longer to realize this.  No matter how hard you try, you can’t control what happens to you, but you can control how you respond.  Perhaps you never thought you’d end up in a situation like this, but you did.  The same God who was with you in town is the same God who is with you in exile.  Pray and ask Him how you can make the best of your situation.

A man who got fired from a hardware store made the best of a bad situation.  He started his own hardware store and today it is known as Home Depot.  
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1.  In your life during times of “exile” have you let God build up and make you stronger for the future?____________________________________________________________

Refusing To Hold On To A GRUDGE

One day a committee from Jephtahah’s home town shows up at his door and they ask Jephtahah to come back and rescue the town!  I would have been tempted to tell these guys to go jump in the lake.  I would have asked, “Are you kidding me?  Have you guys been drinking or smoking something?”    You can see the struggle inside of Jephtahah.  A part of him doesn’t want to go back and yet the hero on the inside of him knows he needs to go back.  That’s a good reason not to hold a grudge.  Reader’s Digest ran a story that letting go of a grudge actually improves your health.  But, one of the best reasons for letting go of a grudge is that you will go forward.  As long as you hold a grudge, it holds you back.  But if you let go of a grudge, it will let go of you.  

Jephtahah frees the town and becomes the ruler of the town.  He went from Zero to Hero!  And what God did for him, God can do for you!  There is a hero on the inside of you waiting to get out.   
1.  
Is there a grudge that you are holding?_____________________________________

2.  
Are you ready to let go and go forward?____________________________________

3.
What heroic outcome can you see coming from your decision to let go?___________

_______________________________________________________​​​​​​________________

4.
What areas of internal and external heroism is God sharpening in you and shaping you with this week?_______________________________________________________

Memory Verse:  Romans 8:37.  “…in all things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”

Recommended Reading – God In My Corner: A Spiritual Memoir by George Foreman

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.  Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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