COACH’S CORNER

THE OFFICE
Why We Do The Work We Do – Part I
After listening to Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend, Jan. 6-7, 2007 weekend message, answer these practical yet powerful questions and see the insights of Pastor Ken’s weekend message become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner questions located here, grab your Relational Intelligence message notes, your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Week of January 8-14, 2007 

When it comes to the work we do, the fact of the matter is that we spend a lot of time at work … more time than anything else.  An average person spends 90,000 hours during the course of their life at work.  When it comes to our faith and our work some times we are not sure how they interact.  Often we keep our faith on Sunday and our work on Monday.  Being a follower of Jesus should influence everything we do.  Faith and work are to be combined.  Col. 3:23 states, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.”   Let’s explore whether you work in an office, at home, as a student or a volunteer how our faith shapes the work that we do.  Let’s ask the question, “Why do we do the work that we do?
Work is the way to earn a PAYCHECK 

The most obvious reason we work is to earn a paycheck.  Someone once said there are two kinds of people in the world.  Just like the first century church there was a group of people who were willing to work and a group of people who were not willing to work.  The Bibles says in I Thes. 3:10.  “For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat."   

1.
How satisfied are you with your income? ___________________________________

2.
Besides money, what are some of the other “perks” or benefits of your job?  _______ ____________________________________________________________________ 

Work brings a level of FULFILLMENT and SATISFACTION

Even if you had all the money you needed would you still try to find some type of work?  Steve Jobs is worth five billion dollars and he still works.  We have to look a little deeper than just having a paycheck to discover, “Why do we do the work that we do?”  It brings a certain level of fulfillment that the Bible puts this way, “The soul of the diligent will be made rich.”  Pro. 13:4.  When you work hard it builds respect for yourself and respect others have for you.  Respect is earned.  Satisfaction is the rewarding knowledge and feeling you get after you accomplish a certain job.  It’s a sense of achievement that makes the soul rich.

1.
What kinds of self-esteem or self-respect do you receive from your work? ________


____________________________________________________________________
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2.
Do you have a healthy sense of your identity from your work or is your whole identity based on what you do? __________________________________________

Work is an opportunity to REFLECT the image of God 

If we look even deeper we will discover another reason why we do the work that we do.  We have to go all the way back to the beginning.  If you want to see what God is like, look at what the Bible says.  God is a worker.  He worked creating for six days and resting one day.  God creates human beings in His image with the same built in drive to create, achieve and produce.  God even fashions paradise for Him with a job in mind.    Man was told to work the garden.  Watch this sequence to see how the assignment comes about.  No shrubs had yet appeared on the earth because God had not yet sent rain to the earth.  Why?   God had not yet created man to work the ground.  God does not send rain because rain will grow plants and god does not want plants until there are humans to care for them.  God wants human being to partner with Him to work, achieve and produce.  When sin entered in it messed up everything including work.  But, when Jesus came to the earth He reversed the effects of sin.  Most of His life he worked as a carpenter.  This reminds us that the last word is that we will reflect the image of God in our work.

1.
In what ways do you see yourself as continuing the good work that God began in creating the world? _____________________________________________________

2.
What do you do in your job that helps take care of the earth? ____________________

3.
What do you do in your job that helps take care of people? ______________________

Work can be an expression of WORSHIP to God
Let’s go one step deeper to discover why we do the work that we do.  The danger of work is this… if you let it, it will consume you.  Before you know it, you have set up a little altar to your work to bow down to it.  The famous actress of Alias shared honestly in an interview that her commitment to work was the key to the destruction of her marriage.  But, other people worship through the work they do.  Your work is not worthy of your worship, but your work can become a way that you worship.  When you offer or dedicate your job back to God and do your job with this perspective, you worship God.  You go to church on Sunday and worship God and you can go to work on Monday and worship God.  When you live out your life of faith at work you will influence others.     

1.
Do you worship your work or is your work an act of worship? __________________


____________________________________________________________________

2.
In what ways are you doing what you do on the job an act of worship to God? _____


____________________________________________________________________

3.
How could you do your work even more to His glory? _________________________


____________________________________________________________________

Recommended Reading:  Anointed For Business  By Ed Silvoso

Memory Verse:  “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord..”  Col. 3:23.
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SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032
Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase

 at Cathedral of Faith..  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.

Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125 
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