COACH’S CORNER

THE BIGGEST LOSER WINS
Part I
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend March 19-10, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.  (See Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of March 11-17, 2008 

Matthew 16:15-28.  Would you like to be a winner or a loser?  My guess is that nine times out of ten people will tell you they prefer winning.  In the words of Jesus we find clues about what it means to win and to lose. 

· IDENTITY  

The first thing to consider is the identity of a winner.  Jesus asked his disciples to give him the word on the street about what was being said about Him.  Their response was that most people think you are some kind of winner…a prophet like John the Baptist or Elijah or Jeremiah, etc.  Today people still think Jesus is some kind of winner.  He’s a person you admire, a wise teacher, a moral example, an amazing healer, etc.  Even rocker Marilyn Manson has an opinion about Jesus.  He believes that Jesus was the first celebrity.

Then Jesus gets a little more personal asking the disciples where they themselves stand on the matter.  Peter, one of the disciples says, “Jesus, you are the Messiah”.  For many years this was a title of a winner because the Bible predicted that one day a person would come into the world to save the world!  It sounded like the great accomplishment of a winner!  

How do you know Jesus is the Messiah?  When you match up the life of Jesus with the predictions, what are the odds that He is the Messiah?  It’s like covering the state of Texas with silver dollars two feet thick with only one marked silver dollar.  The odds of pulling out that one marked silver dollar on the first try is like Jesus being able to match up to the predictions.  The odds of a person fulfilling eight predictions are like the chance of pulling out the marked silver dollar. Yet, Jesus fulfilled over four hundred prophecies!  

Jesus tells them that He is the one and that it is not a man idea but a God idea.  Jesus tells Peter that this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood.  My Father in heaven has revealed this to you and on this rock I am going to build my church.  The gates of hell will not be able to stand against it.   Matt. 16:17-18.  It’s not going to be a losing church.  Jesus intends for it to be a winning church.

1. In what way is Jesus a winner in your eyes? ________________________________
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· STRATEGY 
Jesus’ strategy catches everyone off guard because it requires “total sacrifice”.  He tells 
His disciples that they will arrest Him, beat Him and nail Him to a cross.  Does that sound like a winning strategy to you?  That’s why the disciples jump in to stop Him.  

It’s interesting to look at what the Koran says about Jesus as a winner or a loser.  The Koran was written five or six hundred years after Jesus lived.  It speaks quite a bit about Jesus as the best prophet that ever lived and that Jesus is going to return one day to wrap up history.  The Koran also says that Jesus didn’t go to the cross!  It says someone else mysteriously switched with Him because God would not let Him suffer that kind of defeat.  

So too, the disciples think it’s a bad idea.  Jesus tells them they need to have a paradigm shift.  The cross may seem like a losing strategy, but the cross is actually the pathway for the greatest victory.  It was at the cross that Jesus defeats all the forces and powers of Satan.    That is why Jesus is tempted at the beginning of His ministry to bow down to Satan to avoid the cross and again at the end in the Garden to turn away from the cup of wrath. 

The cross is the way of a winner, not a loser.  Jesus looks His disciples in the eye and say, “If anyone wants to be a winner, if anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.”  Jesus’ strategy must become our strategy.
1.
How do you feel about Jesus’ strategy of total sacrifice for Himself and for your life? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

· PRINCIPLE 
There is a principle in life that goes like this…the biggest loser wins.  The person getting back in shape, they lose their donuts and cakes.  The person getting back their freedom loses the drugs and alcohol.  The person getting back their soul, loses their guilt and shame.  The person getting back their kids lose their pride and anger.  The biggest loser wins.  

When you take up your cross, it may seem like you are losing, but in the most important way, you are winning.  On the Internet there was a picture of a man carrying his cross.  The man was not happy with his cross.  He thought it was too big.  God takes the cross down a notch and the man still complains.  God takes the cross down yet another notch.  The man still thinks it’s too heavy, so God takes it down even one more notch.  When the man comes to a gap and needs the cross to create a bridge, the man’s cross is too short!  

If you want to get to the other side, to another level, it takes effort.  John Maxwell puts it this way, “If you succeed without sacrifice, it is because someone has suffered before you.  If you sacrifice without success, it is because someone will succeed after you.  There is no success without sacrifice.”
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The biggest loser wins.  The disciples asked Jesus this question.  “We have literally lost it all to follow you.  At the end of the day will it still be worth it?  Jesus says, “Mark my words.  No one who sacrifices houses, brothers, sisters, mother, father, children, land, whatever because of Me and the message will lose out.  They will get it all back, multiplied many times in homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and land and then the bonus of eternal life.”  

1. If Jesus were to talk to you about talking up your cross, what would that mean for you?  _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

· PRACTICE
Maybe you cross would include…

A.
Service

This is a question I have asked myself in preparing for this message.  What comes to my mind is to serve my wife.  Even after nearly twenty-five years of marriage, I need to focus on my wife’s needs and wants.  I need to serve her by laying down my life in practical ways that will build our relationship.

1.
Is Jesus talking to you about “service”?  If so, for whom and doing what? _________ _____________________________________________________________________

B.
Sacrifice

Jesus may be speaking to you about sacrifice.  I am reminded of when we were struggling to build the campus and a couple took out a mortgage on their home and gave a hundred thousand dollars.  Another couple sold their business and gave a significant donation.  A third family had a life insurance settlement and brought $52,000 on the day this amount was due to secure the property.  It took sacrifice.  

1.
Is Jesus talking to you about “sacrifice”?  If so, for whom and doing what? ________ _____________________________________________________________________

C.
Surrender

Maybe Jesus is speaking a word about surrender to you.  There is a movie named Bucket List.  One of the stars of the movie is a guy by the name of Jack Nicholson.  In an interview he said, “I chose my own way.  That was my philosophical position well into my fifties.  As I have gotten older, I have had to adjust.”   If you are doing your own thing and going your own way, take your will and surrender it to His will.

1.
Is Jesus talking to you about “surrender”?  If so, for whom and doing what? _______ _____________________________________________________________________

D.
Suffering

Maybe Jesus is speaking a word about suffering to you.  The one thing we learn from th cross is that we never have to waste a pain.  When Jesus went to the cross, He did not waste the pain.  He used that pain to bring salvation.  When you find yourself in pain, ask God to take the pain and to use it for His honor and His glory.  
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There is a remarkable story about a young man who was born without arms and legs.  It would be easy for him to be bitter.  Instead he has found purpose in his suffering.  He has found the true joy of knowing Christ and living for Him.  Knowing that he is loved by God, he has taken up his cross.  He is a winner.  If you could see the video of his story, you would be forever moved deeply.  It would cause you to rethink about the cross you carry and rethink about the winner God is making you.

1.
Is Jesus talking to you about “suffering”?  If so, for whom and doing what? ________ _____________________________________________________________________

Do you want to get to know Jesus and believe Him?  Would you like to do that now?  Then pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
Did you just pray this prayer to ask Jesus Christ to be your Savior?  If so, will you let 

me know by sending me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   

Small Group Discussion Questions
Share with your group…

Connection:  
· Share one thing about how you see Jesus as a winner that helps inspire you to be a winner as well.
Reflection:  
· What does it mean to you that the biggest loser wins?  What is it about Jesus’ life and example that really helps you understand this principle?

Application:
· What area of your life is Jesus speaking to you to become a loser so you can then become a winner? 

· If Jesus were to talk to you about talking up your cross, what would that mean for you?  
· Is Jesus asking you to follow Him with service, sacrifice, surrender or suffering in order to carry your cross to follow Him?  If so, how?
Pray:

· Pray in your small group for each one to successful follow Jesus as a loser in order to allow Him to make each a winner.    

 
Memory Verse:  Matt. 10:39..  “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”

Recommended Reading – The Cross Of Christ by John Stott
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SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.

Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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