COACH’S CORNER

THE BIGGEST LOSER WINS
Part III
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend March 22-23, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.  (See Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of March 24-30, 2008 

Ephesians 1:19-20.  I want you to know about the great and mighty power that God has for us followers.  It is the same wonderful power He used when He raised Christ from the dead and let Him sit at His right side in heaven.  Here’s an example of His power in a life.

There is a guy in the Bay Area they call, “the Ghost”, who knows what it means to be a winner.  His story of fighting the odds to become an established boxer at the same time his wife is fighting the odds of overcoming cancer is remarkable.  Perhaps you have read it in the newspaper or seen it on TV.  The biggest loser wins.  The Ghost is a champion.

Let’s look at how can you be a winner or a champion in the most important way when it comes to the death of Jesus.  He sure looked like a loser on that cross and when they put Him in the grave.  But, when the resurrection happens and He comes back to life, the biggest loser wins!  When Jesus was buried in the tomb, it looks like the game is over.  Then the resurrection happens and He comes back from the dead, the game is not over.  It’s been said, “The game is not over until it is over!”

The biggest loser wins.  There is a resurrection story of two of the followers of Jesus who left town.  Their hopes that Jesus was the one that the world had been waiting for are dashed.  Jesus shows up and begins to walk and talk with them.  Suddenly it hits them.  The Bible says in Luke 24:31 that their eyes were opened and they recognized Him… that Jesus is not dead, but alive!  The game is not over until it is over.  When you put your faith and trust in Him as fully devoted followers, in the most important way we can be champions.  His victory can become our victory.

Once I went to a Sharks playoff game.  When they won everyone went crazy screaming and shouting, “We won, we won, we won, we won!”  Not one of us had suited up or played one second on the ice.  Yet, we identified with their victory.  The same kind of thing happens with Jesus.  His victory can become our victory!  Think with me about a few ways His resurrection can make you a winner!

· We No Longer Have To Be A SLAVE TO SIN  

Because of His victory, you no longer have to be a slave to sin.  We all know the power 
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of sin that is real and strong and takes us captive.   When we put out faith and trust in Jesus we have a new resource to fight these battles.  The same power that rescued Jesus from the death is the same power at work in us!  The Bible says, “Now you have been set free from sin!”  Rom. 6:6.

There is a ringtail monkey that can be caught by cutting a small hole in a melon and wait for him to stick his hand in and grab the seeds.  The monkey can’t pull his closed fist out and he won’t let go of the seeds!  He’s stuck…trapped!  So too, my sin keeps me captive.  But here is what Jesus does.  He gives me the desire and the strength to let go of my sin!  I was talking to a man from the church whose wife had taken hold of an addition that messed up her life.  About one year ago, with God’s help, she was able to open her hand.  She has been winning the battle now for over one year.    

1. What is it that you have taken a hold of that has enslaved you? _________________
2. What will it take for you to open your hand to trust Jesus to help you lose it? ______
____________________________________________________________________
3. Perhaps you have already experience Christ helping you become free.  Record how His victory became your victory.  _________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

· We No Longer Have To Be AFRAID OF DEATH
Because of His victory, we no longer have to be afraid of death.  There’s a movie called Bucket List.  It’s about a couple of older guys who are terminally ill.  They have a list of things they want to do before they kick the bucket.  That’s why it’s called Bucket List.  Jack Nicholson, one of the actors in the movie said about death, “Everybody goes to that wall, yet nobody knows what is on the other side.”  Death strikes fear in the hearts of people.

When Jesus comes back from the dead He puts a “big hole” in the bucket… a hole in the wall.  You do not have to be in the dark anymore.  You can know what’s on the other side.  When you put your faith and trust in Him, death cannot defeat this connection.  The Bible says, “Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve been given a brand-new life and have everything to live for, including a future in heaven and the future starts now.”  I Pet. 1:3-4.  I like how one man put it after battling a disease and coming to the end of the battle.  He looked at his friend and said with a smile, “I am almost well.”  Jesus put a hole in the bucket.  A future in heaven is waiting for us.  God gives us the power to lose our fear of death.  The biggest loser wins.

1.
What's in your "bucket"?  How much time do you think you have left?  __________

____________________________________________________________________

2.
How would you like to let Jesus bust through that bucket and give you a whole new 

life? (beyond this one).  Are you ready, right now, to let him "punch through" for you? _______________________________________________________________
· We No Longer Have To DESPAIR IN LIFE 
 Because of His victory, we no longer have to despair in life.  Life is full of problems even when you put your trust in Jesus.  Trusting Jesus does not mean all your problems go away.  There are going to be problems.  How should we deal with problems.
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It is like the Nike emblem on a pair of shoes.  Did you know that you can find the word Nike in the Bible?  The Bible says that in all these things…things like hardship, trouble and difficulty… we are more than conquerors.  Rom. 8:37.  This is what Nike means…conqueror!  When we put our trust in Jesus we overcome.  We do not have to be defeated or discouraged by our problems.  Like the image of putting on a pair of Nike shoes, put on Jesus and He will cause you to be a conqueror.  

A fiend of mine has a new grandson, the first child born to his son.  This grandson was born with some pretty serious complications that kept him in the hospital.  When a new-born… the first born baby is in the hospital facing a long term road to recovery it can cause a lot of stress on the family.  When my friend showed up at the hospital there was overwhelming anxiety.  So what he did was to put on a pair of Nikes.  He walked over and began to pray for his grandson.  This is what he said.  “I could feel the presence of the Lord enter the room.  Everyone in the room was drawn to a peace… as if we all knew the Lord was with us and He was truly in control.”  When you lose your despair, the biggest loser wins.  
1. When you "lace up your Nikes" this week, what despair are you running from?  What do you need to conquer? ________________________________________________

2. What are you going to do that gives Jesus, the Lord of Life, the control of your situation?_____________________________________________________________ 

Have you ever given Jesus control of your life?  You can today.   Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
Did you just pray this prayer?  If so, will you let me know by sending me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   

Small Group Discussion Questions
Share with your group…

Connection:  
· If you had only so many hours/day/weeks to live (your "bucket"), what would you like to do with the time?  (be honest)

· What fun things haven't you done or tried?  

· What meaningful moments do you still long to have?  

Reflection:  
· When was the last time you "laced up your Nikes"?  

· What do you need your Jesus Nikes to help you in conquering?  Or, what races do you have to run?  
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Application:  
· Concerning your Bucket List, who do you need to make things new or right with?

· Concerning your race, what race in your life are you running to complete 

· What mileage do you face in this next week?  

Pray:

· Pray in your small group for each one to successfully follow.    

 
Memory Verse:  Ephesians 1:19-20.  “I want you to know about the great and mighty power that God has for us followers. It is the same wonderful power He used when He raised Christ from death and let Him sit at His right side in heaven.”

Recommended Reading – The Case For Easter by Lee Strobel

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.

Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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