COACH’S CORNER

TREASURE HUNTERS… In Search of Lost Riches
Part I – Recovering Lost Dreams

Matthew 14:22-33
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend April 5-6, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.  (See Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of April 7-13, 2008 

Have you noticed how many movies and television program have to do with searching for treasure…whether it’s buried, hidden, stolen or lost?  For the next six weeks we are going on a treasure hunt.  The first things we are going to look for are those dreams that have been buried or sunk or stolen from our lives.  What can we do to get them back?

Let’s start by looking at a boat. The disciples of Jesus were out in a boat on a lake in the middle of a storm in the middle of the night.  They see a figure walking across the water and at first they think it is a ghost!  They are terrified then the figure speaks to them.  They hear the voice of Jesus saying, “Don’t be afraid.”  Peter says, “Lord, if it is you, tell me to come to you on the water.”  Jesus said, “Come!”  Even when Peter could not see the face of Jesus, he was able to recognize the voice of Jesus.    That is our starting point… listening for the voice that calls you out of the boat and onto the water!

· VOICE RECOGNITION
 Are you listening for His voice?  You may hear His voice when your read the Bible, pray, talk to others.  If you listen for His voice you will get to know His voice.  If I could play the voice of Nicholas Cage for you to hear, you most likely would recognize it because you have heard it often.  So too, we are to come to know the voice of God.  The disciples knew the voice of Jesus because they walked and talked and spent time with Him.  When you spend time developing that connection with Jesus, you get to know His voice.  You may not get it right all the time, but the more you get to know Him, the more you get to know His voice.  

Some time back I was leaving Africa after speaking at a conference.  When the airplane was taking off, a still small voice on the inside said, “This part of the world is going to be a big part of your life mission.”  I began to dream about Africa and pray about Africa and talk about Africa.  I went to the National Prayer Breakfast and the main speaker talked about Africa.  The business guy I sat next to that morning does relief work in Africa.  The business guy I sat next to that evening does international development in Africa.  I received a call from Rick Warren who invited me to be a presenter at a conference he is having.  After the conference we are going to hang out at is house to talk about Africa!  
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That still small voice keeps speaking.  What is the voice saying to you?

Peter hears the voice calling him out of the boat and onto the water.  Peter gets out of the boat and “walks on water” toward Jesus!  That is right where many of us get stuck.  We have heard the voice…”This is what you can be, this is what you can do, this is a dream you can dream.”  Yet, we get stuck in the boat!  

1. What dream is that small voice speaking to you about? _______________________
2. When or in what circumstances recently have you felt God calling you to “Get out of the boat”?  How did you respond?  ________________________________________
· OVERCOMING OR MASTERING FEAR
The number one reason we get stuck in the boat is “fear”.  Every time you hear the voice calling you out of the boat and onto the water, you are going to feel some fear.  Dr. Susan Jeffers said,  “The fear will never go away as long as I continue to grow.”  Any time you hear the voice that calls you to get out of the boat and onto the water, you are going to feel some fear.  Maybe that’s why there are so many verses in the Bible about fear.  In fact, the command you find most often in the Bible has to do with fear.  Three hundred and sixty six times the Bible says, “Fear not”.  That’s one for every day of the year and an extra for leap year!  We need all these commands because fear is the number one thing that keeps us in the boat.  

For example, I know a lady who has been dating a man for a very long time.  This relationship is not healthy and dragging her down, but fear of being alone keeps her from getting out of the boat.  When you get stuck in the boat, it takes you down.  There was a ship wreak years ago and almost all of the one hundred and twenty five passengers perished even though the ship was close to shore and the water was not very deep.  The reason is that when the passengers went to sleep at night they would tie them into their bed so they would not get thrown around during the storm.  It’s where the phrase, “Good night, sleep tight” came from.  When the ship hit the rocks next to the shore, all the people tied in their beds went down with the ship.

It’s not wise to try to play it safe by staying in the boat when Jesus is out on the water.   The safest place you can be is where Jesus is.  If Jesus invites you to join Him by coming onto the water, you are going to feel some fear, but don’t let fear have the final word to tie you to the boat.
. 

1.
What fears, insecurities or inadequacies block you from taking that step of faith?

____________________________________________________________________

3. Where has God shown you in the past that He is “infinitely more capable than you can think of or imagine”? ________________________________________________
· FAILURE MANAGEMENT
Maybe you are stuck in the boat and what you could use is a little push!  God loves you 
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too much to let you stay in that boat.  He just may give you a little nudge.  In fact, He’s giving you a little nudge right now.  Peter gets out of the boat and onto the water and then he makes a mistake of taking his eyes off of Jesus.  The same stormy wind and waves did not distract Peter until he got on the water and then he changed his focus from Jesus to the storm.  Peter starts to sink right in front of all the disciples.  It is hard to make a mistake while others are watching.  

This is where we need a different take on failure.  Take for instance Michael Jordon, the greatest basketball player in history.  Michael got cut from his high school team and it hurt bad.  He went home and he cried.  No one likes to fail, but only people who never fail are those who never try.  At the end of the day, never trying is the greatest failure of all.  We need to have a different take on failure.

We can learn and grow from our failures.  The scientist who discovered the vaccine for polio tried two hundred times before he discovered it.  Listen carefully to what Dr. Jonas Salk says.   “I never failed two hundred times in my life, I just discovered two hundred ways not to vaccinate for polio.”  No one likes to fail, but failure is not fatal.  

When Peter makes his mistake and begins to sink he cries out to Jesus and Jesus will not let him drown.  When your dreams are shattered and you have that sinking feeling, reach out to Jesus.  You may get wet, but Jesus will not let you drown.  Failure does not have to be fatal.  You can BOUNCE BACK from failure.  You can BOUNCE BACK from the failure of others.  Jesus can have the last word in your life!

1. Do you sense that God is giving you a little push to get out of the boat this week? ____________________________________________________________________

2. What will you do this week to discover the hidden treasures of life?______________ ____________________________________________________________________ 

Have you ever given Jesus control of your life?  You can today.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
Did you just pray this prayer?  If so, will you let me know by sending me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   

Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:  
· Share about one time in the recent past when God has asked you to "Get out of the boat".  What was He asking you to do?  How did you respond?
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Reflection:  
· Everyone faces giants they think they can't battle and demons they think they can't beat.  What are some of the giants (external threats) and demons (internal fears and insecurities) which keep you from "walking on the water" with Jesus? 

Application:  
· What great things (big or small) do you sense God calling you to today, this week, or this year that requires you to trust Him for your success?  How do you know that He is faithful and you can be faithful even when it feels like failure? 

· Share with your group… 

Pray:

· Pray in your small group for each one to successfully follow.    

 
Memory Verse:  Matthew 14:27.  “But Jesus immediately said to them: ‘Take courage!  It is I.  Don’t be afraid.’”

Recommended Reading – If You Want To Walk On The Water, You’ve Got To Get Out Of the Boat by John Ortberg

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.

Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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