COACH’S CORNER

TREASURE HUNTERS… In Search of Lost Riches
Part II – Recovering Financial Freedom

Matthew 6:33
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend April 12-13, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.  (See Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of April 14-20, 2008 

Matthew 6:33.  “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

How can we recover our financial freedom?  That’s what we are digging deep for today.  A survey was done to find out what people are stressed about.  Money was right near the top.  Two-thirds of those surveyed said they worry about their finances on a daily basis. Here we are the richest country in the history of the world and still we have so much financial worry.  While we are busy crunching the numbers, those numbers are busy crunching us and can bury us!  Fifty-four percent of the couples that divorce say finances are the main reason. Financial stress can bury us.  Did you know the bible has a lot to say about money?  There are over 2,000 versus in the Bible about money.  If we dig deep and follow the clues, with the help of God we can dig out way out and recover our financial freedom.   
· PRACTICING CONTENTMENT
The first clue has to do with contentment.  The Bible says to beware of wanting what you don’t have.  “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”  Phil. 4:11-12 (NIV).  

Ten friends made a pact that for one year they were not going to go on a shopping spree, but only buy the essentials.  At first they went through retail withdrawal, but all ten said it make them appreciate more the stuff they had.  Being grateful and content with what you have is a hard thing because we are constantly bombarded with messages about what we don’t have.  What if for one week you conduct your own experiment and you do not purchase anything unless it is essential.  You have Jesus so this week ask God to help you practice being content.  You will learn a great secret.  Joy and satisfaction are not determined by what you have, they are determined by your attitude toward what you have.  You have to dig deep to discover this secret, but we can do all things in Christ who strengthens us.  
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1.
Do you presently have all you want?  Do you want all you have?_________________

____________________________________________________________________

2.
Can you enjoy what God has presently given you?____________________________

3.
Will you commit to only buying the essentials for one week? ___________________

4.
Record what you experienced at the end of one week of only buying the essentials:


____________________________________________________________________

· AVOIDING DEBT
The next clue to financial freedom is avoiding debt.  Every once in a while you receive a letter in the mail telling you that you are pre-approved.  This means you can buy all kinds of things with money you don’t have!  You do not have to wait to buy what you want; television, car, dress, etc.  When the credit card thing gets out of hand, it can bury you!  The Bible says, that the borrower is servant to the lender.  Pro. 22:7.  In those days it was true.  If you didn’t pay your debt, they would come and take a member of your family to be a slave.  Did you know the average person carries over $8,000 in credit card debt?  

Is that you?  Get on your knees and ask Jesus to help you.  He will give you the hope, strength, wisdom and the change you need to overcome this debt.  It goes deeper than the debt.  He will help you get free of the envy, pride, lack of self control, lack of self esteem, depression, impatience, boredom, lack of discipline… the root issues.  Jesus will help you deal with both to dig deep and help you recover your financial freedom.

1. How successful have you been at living within your means?  Do you have excess credit debt or bad debt? _________________________________________________

2. If you have excess credit debt, what do you think the root issue is in your life that causes you to spend money?______________________________________________ 

· SAVING WISELY
The next clue from the Bible is to save wisely.  The Bible says the wise man saves for the future while the foolish man spends whatever he gets.  Another thing the Bible says is that if you want to think about savings, look at the ant.  “Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise!”  Pro. 6:6.  The ant gathers and the ant saves.  When winter comes, the ant is prepared.  

There was a man in the Bible named Joseph who had wisdom to see that for seven years the economy was going to be very good, but then for the next seven years, the economy was going to be very bad.  During the good years Joseph saved grain so when the bad years came, there was plenty of food.  “A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it.”  Pro. 22:3.  A prudent person foresees the danger ahead and takes precaution.  Right now the average person is not saving anything.   If you start putting aside a little…even the cost of coffee…you will be amazed how this figure will multiply over a year, five years, etc.  What you save in the summer can prepare you for the winter.   
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1.
Do you have an emergency “rainy day” fund? ______________________________

2.
Are you willing to work toward saving 10% of your pay check?________________

· GIVING GENEROUSLY
This brings us to the final clue in the Bible.  Give generously.  The Bible says the generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.   One of the best ways to keep money is to open your hand and give some of it away.  When you take hold of money it can take hold of you!  But, when you open your hand and give some away, it is one of the best ways to break the power of greed  It liberates you on the inside.  

There are many good places to give, but let me talk about what God says about giving to the church.  Malachi 3:10 says, “Bring the whole tithe (10% of your income) into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”   One reason we can give cheerfully is that we know who are source is.  Like David in the Bible, we know we can give only what God has placed in our hands.  Everything we have comes from God.  

One couple I know understands this well.  When they first came to America 26 years ago, they didn’t have even enough to buy formula for their baby girl.  When they learned of God’s clues to financial freedom they began to give 10% to the work of the church.  This is what they write.  “God has prospered us and blessed us not only financially, but in every area of our lives.  He has been very faithful to us.  We have more than enough of what we need.”  They leave you with this piece of advice.  “If you are struggling with debt, we encourage you to bring it all to Jesus.”  

Here’s a recommended financial plan:  10% Give – 10% Save – 80% Live
. 

1.
Are you regularly giving the tithe (10% of your income) of what you earn to the Lord? _____________________________________________________________

2.
What benefits have you experienced from this? ____________________________


___________________________________________________________________

Have you ever asked Jesus to come into your life?  You can today.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
Did you just pray this prayer?  If so, will you let me know by sending me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   
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Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:  
· Share a time in your life when you were content with where you were financially even though it was challenging.

Reflection:  
· What is the biggest obstacle that keeps you from chipping away at your debt?
· What root issue seems to be connected to your financial condition? 

Application:  
· What part of the recommended financial plan are you making a part of your life style?  10% Give – 10% Save – 80% Live

· What practical things are you doing to become financially free when it comes to avoiding debt, saving wisely and giving generously?

Pray:

· Pray in your small group for each one to be financially free.    

 
Memory Verse:  Matthew 6:33.  “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

Recommended Reading – Master Your Money by Ron Blue

Scriptures:  Phil. 4:11-12, Pro. 22:7, 21:20, 6:6, 22:3, & 11:25, I Chron. 29:14, Mal. 3:10

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.

Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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