COACH’S CORNER

TREASURE HUNTERS… In Search of Lost Riches
Part V – Recovering Your Passion

Romans 12:11
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend May 3-4, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.  (See Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of May 5-11, 2008 

Rom. 12:11.  “Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.” 

We’ve been looking for lost treasures.  The lost treasure we are going to get back is our passion…or our zeal.  When the fire goes out how do you find your zeal or enthusiasm?  One former football coach, Vince Lombardi, said this about enthusiasm. “If you aren’t fired with enthusiasm you will be fired with enthusiasm.”  Larry Crabb, a leading Christian psychologist said, “The core problem is not that we are too passionate about bad things, but that we’re not passionate enough about good things?”  How can we get fired up about good things?  Look at Roman12:11. “Never be lacking in zeal but keep your spiritual fervor serving the Lord.”  One translation says, “Serve the Lord with enthusiasm!”  

Say with me, “ON FIRE!”  It may be a statement of faith but say with me, “I’m on fire!”  When you keep the fire alive on the inside of you, that fire can light fire on the inside of others.  II Cor. 9:2 says,  “Your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action.”  I know a young adult who has a passion for Jesus and a passion for skateboarding.  Every weekend he picks up a group and takes them skateboarding and is reaching them for Jesus.  John Westley, a spiritual leader puts it this way, “The best thing you can do is set yourself on fire and people will come from miles away to watch you burn.”  

 When it comes to building a fire, there are three basic things that are needed…fuel, oxygen and heat!   There are also three things you need to build a fire of passion within you especially when it has been stolen. Let’s look at these three basic things to take back stolen passion.

1.
When you recover a sense of  PURPOSE/FUEL, this helps to increase your passion
Purpose is like fuel to a fire.  If you get up in the morning with a sense of purpose, it is easy to get out of bed.  But, if you get up in the morning without a sense of purpose, it’s hard to get out of bed.  The enemy can rob you of a sense of purpose.  For example, when you hit the empty nest stage of life, some times you can wake up with the kids grown and 
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gone and wonder what your purpose is!  When the enemy comes to steal your purpose, remind him of Eph. 2:10.  “You are created anew in Christ Jesus to do good works which God prepared in advance for you to do.”  As long as we are still here, God is not finished with us yet.  We still have a mission.

Another example is retirement.  The enemy will come to steal your purpose.  One man has a passion for missions so he took up a hobby when he retired.  He began to make birdhouses.  In fact, he built over 3,000 birdhouses and raised over $80,000 for missions.  When you recover your sense of purpose, it is fuel that helps you increase your passion.

· When have you sensed real purpose in your life and how did it affect your daily life? 

____________________________________________________________________

· In what specific ways (roles, job descriptions, etc) does the enemy try to steal your purpose? ____________________________________________________________
· What practical steps can you take to recover your purpose? ____________________
____________________________________________________________________
2.
When you recover a sense of  MARGIN/OXYGEN, this helps to increase your passion

When you recover a sense of margin, you give yourself room to breath.  It’s like the oxygen that you need.  One of the biggest challenges in Silicon Valley is that we are always in a rush.  We are always in a hurry.  There is no room to breathe.  If you look in a book, you will see that the print goes only so far on the page.  There is space at the top, bottom and sides of each page.  This is the way your life is meant to look.  Life that has margins!  

Someone once say, “I would rather burn out than rust out.”  Thank about it.  Either way you are out!  The enemy wants us out, but God wants us in.  In fact, God models for us how to live with margins.  The Bible says that for six days He was working, but on the seventh day, He rested.  Gen. 2:3.  “On the seventh day He rested from all His work.”  Did God need the rest?  No.  God rested because He knew we needed the rest.  So, give yourself room to breathe and get refreshed.  Giving yourself room to breathe is like oxygen.  Oxygen keeps the fire burning bright!

· Do you give yourself a margin of time for rest on a regular basis?  ______________

· What practical steps can you take to recover your margin for rest? ______________

___________________________________________________________________

3.
When you recover a sense of SPIRIT/HEAT this helps to increase your passion

The spirit is like the heat you need to start a fire.  Go back to the first century to the beginning of the church and you will find 120 who are praying and worshipping together.  
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There is a fire that shows up.  It’s a supernatural fire with flames that stand over every person’s head.  It is a picture of the Spirit descending on them. They are baptized with the spirit.  Acts 2:3-4 says, “What looked like flames were tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them and everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit.”

The coming of the Spirit is connected with fire. It is a supernatural thing that happens when the spirit of God is on the inside of us.  It lights up our souls. 

Another thing that will keep our passion burning is staying close to the Spirit.  If you stay close to the Spirit He will set you on fire with enthusiasm.  Enthusiasm is an interesting word.  Its roots mean, “in God”.   Enthusiasm is found in God!  This is why is it important to have alone time with God…to be connected with His fire.  One spiritual leader was telling his students that when it comes to experiencing God, you couldn’t predict or plan it.  It’s almost accidental.  A student asked him, “Why do we engage in these spiritual practices?”  The leader said, “To make ourselves as accident prone as possible!” 

Let me urge you to spend an hour alone with God almost like a spiritual retreat.  Take your Bible, a note pad, pen and some worship music.  Follow what Matthew 6:6 suggests.   

 “Find a quiet place, just be there as simply and honestly as you can.  The focus will shift from you to God and you begin to sense His grace.”

My dad, even at age 77, is one of the most enthusiastic people I know.  If you ask him what is the key to keeping that fire alive, he will tell you what he has told our staff over the years.  “Before you minister to others, you first must minister to God.”  Keep your priorities straight.  Be with God before you do for God.  Walk with God before you work for God.  Minister to God before you minister to others.  In those quiet moments His Spirit is the heart that comes and sets you on fire.

How do you get that fire going and keep it going?  If you are going to build a fire on the outside, it takes some fuel, oxygen and heat.  If you are going to build a fire on the inside, it takes purpose, margin and spirit.  

· Do you feel that you have lost your passion and there is nothing stirring on the inside of you?  Will you plan a one-hour spiritual retreat with God this week?  ___________

· After your spiritual retreat, summarize your experience…the highs and the lows:  _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Have you asked Jesus to forgive you and become the manager of your life?  You can today.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
If you prayed this prayer, please send me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   
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Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:  
· Share about a specific passion you have had in life.  Describe what it was that you loved that brought you joy.

Reflection:  
· Which of the three… finding purpose, making room to rest or spending time with God… would you say you most need rekindled?  
Application:  
· What practical steps can you take to recover this key area to restore your passion?

Pray:

· Share your prayer requests about where you need passion rekindled.  Pray for and bless one another.

 
Memory Verse:  Rom. 12:11.  “Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.”
Recommended Reading – See You At The Top by Zig Ziglar 

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.

Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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