COACH’S CORNER

TREASURE HUNTERS… In Search of Lost Riches
Part VI – Recovering Family Ties

Psalm 127:1
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend May 10-11, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.  (See Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of May 12-18, 2008 

Psalm 127:1.  “Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.” 

Family is one of the most valuable treasures that we have in life.  In fact, life began in family when God created family.  That is why those pirates will try to take away that treasure.  Deep down in our heart of hearts there is a need for family.  There is a business in Japan that will rent you a family for $1,000.  They send a person to your home that pretends to be your relative who loves you.  Business is booming!  Deep down in the heart of hearts there is a desire for family.  MTV did a survey of 13 to 24 year olds and found that 73% said spending time with family would bring them the most happiness. 

What can we do to get that treasure back?  I have this “treasure map” that has four clues that will take you to that treasure of having a healthy family.  There is no such things as a perfect family.  We are all just a little bit dysfunctional, but these clues will help you to dig deep and recover those family ties. 

1.
The first clue on the map is:  LOYALTY
One of the greatest examples of loyalty in the Bible is between a daughter and her mother-in-law, Ruth and Naomi.  Through unexpected tragedy they both end up widows.  To be an elderly widow in that day put you in an especially difficult position.  There was no government programs or insurance policies to provide for you. Naomi tells her young and beautiful daughter-in-law to forget about her and pursue her own future.  Ruth makes a striking statement about loyalty.

“Where you go I will go, where you stay I will stay, your people will be my people, and your God will be my God, where you die I will die, and there I will be buried.”  Ruth 1:16-17.   This is the kind of love Ruth had for Naomi…being there through thick and thin; a loyal love that builds security and stability into a family…whatever we face, we face together.  This is the kind of love God has for you.  He will never leave you or forsake you.

I have friends that are going through a pretty tough financial time.  They decided to use it to draw them closer together.  They decided to take aim at the problem instead of taking 
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air at each other.  That’s what loyalty does in hard times.  That’s how we defeat the pirates who come to steal family ties.
· Describe someone in your family or another family who demonstrates loyalty? 

____________________________________________________________________

· Think of a family problem.  How can you attack the problem instead of attacking each other in the family? ________________________________________________
2.
The second clue on the map is  COMMUNICATION
It takes communication to find that treasure.  A hurrying mom was packing for vacation when her three year old said, “Mom, would you look at this?”  The child held out two of her fingers.  The mom didn’t take time to communicate, but grabbed the child’s fingers, stuck them in her mouth and pretended to eat them.  The three year old looked at her fingers and said, “What happened to my boogers?”  Prov.18:13 says, “He who answers before listening, that is his folly and his shame.”  If you don’t have communication, you can end up with boogers in your mouth!  

Dr. Les Parrott, a leading psychologist says, “A couples ability to communicate is the single most important contributor to a stable and satisfying marriage."   A family can live under the same roof and live like strangers.  When a family learns to talk, listen and understand each other, those family ties go deeper. Some members of the family are more sensitive or bolder than others. Do you remember the game we played as kids in a pool named Marco Polo?  With eyes closed, you would have to really listen to know where anyone was.  That’s a good example of how communication can help stop the pirates from stealing our family treasure.
· Will you commit to spending one week making a conscious effort to talk, listen and understand family members?  ___________________________________________

· What adjustments and with who will you have to make? ______________________

___________________________________________________________________

3.
The third clue on the map is HONOR 

Romans 12:10.  “Honor one another.”  Honor has to do with the weight that you give to the family.  A scale tells you how much you weigh.  In the same way, honor tells you how much value you place on family.  Honor means you see family members as real treasures.  The Bible says that your treasure is where your heart is.  Some people put more weight on their careers, hobbies, etc.  You will have difficulties not giving family enough weight and you will have difficulties giving them too much weight.  A survey said that 1/3 gave the family more weight than God.  It’s not fair to put so much pressure and expectations on family members that belongs to God!  
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· How much weight/honor do you give your family?  Too much?  Too little?  Balanced?   ___________________________________________________________

· What would it look like this week for you to treat your wife or husband, kids, parents with honor? ___________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________

4.
The third clue on the map is LAUGHTER
“A cheerful heart is good medicine.”  Prov. 17:22.  One thing I remember growing up and still to this day about the Foreman family…we laugh!  To this day when we get together we have a lot of laughter.  Laughter is important to our family living here in the San Francisco Bay Area where is so much stress.  Laughter actually reduces tension and stress.  We need to learn to laugh more together.  It will build positive memories and feelings in the family.  Laughter will be good medicine.  It’s one thing to endure your family and another to enjoy them.  
· How much laugher is in your family?  Too much?  Too little?  Balanced?   ____________________________________________________________________

· In what ways can you bring laughter to your family? __________________________ ____________________________________________________________________
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Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:  
· Share about a specific person in your family or another family who demonstrates loyalty?
Reflection:  
· Of loyalty, communication, honor and laughter, which is the strongest in your family?  Which is the weakest?
Application:  
· What would it look like this week for you to strengthen the weakest clue of the four clues to a healthy family…how would you treat your wife or husband, kids, parents with honor?

Pray:

· Share your prayer requests about restoring the treasure of family ties.  Pray for and bless one another.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Have you asked Jesus to forgive you and become the manager of your life?  You can today.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
If you prayed this prayer, please send me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   

 
Memory Verse:  Psalm 127:1.  “Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.” 

Recommended Reading – Relationships by Drs. Les & Leslie Parrott 

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.

Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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