COACH’S CORNER

VILLAINS 
Part I – Judas The Betrayer

Matthew 26:48-50
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend September 6-7, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small groups.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of September 6-7, 2008

In this series Pastor Ken is taking a look at 3 bad boys of the Bible – How they went wrong and how we can go right.  This weeks’ bad boy is JUDAS.  As we take a look at some of our fictional villains, one guy said, “You either die a hero or you live long enough to see yourself become a villain.” In Matthew 26:48-50 we see that Judas was the villain who betrayed Jesus.  Let us think about how Judas went wrong and how we can go right.  Let us take a look at three phases of betrayal in this story.

1.
PAIN 
The first point is “PAIN”. The Pain Of Betrayal.  Picture this, Jesus is in the garden and here comes Judas along with those who seek to crucify him.  Judas leans over and kisses his friend Jesus on the cheek.  Visualize this moment of betrayal.  Judas hands Jesus over to those who would crucify him.  He walks up to Jesus and he gives him a kiss on the cheek.  That makes it even worse.  To give a kiss on the cheek in that day was a sign of friendship, and now Judas takes this symbol of friendship and he twists it, and he distorts it.  He uses it to betray Jesus.  It is one of the most painful things to imagine. See, it is one thing for your enemy to cause you pain, you sort of expect that from an enemy, but when someone who is close to you stabs you in the back -that seems to take the pain to a whole different level. 

On the cover of a recent people magazine, there is a story about one lady whose husband had an affair while she has been fighting cancer.  In the article she talks about how she is working to keep her family together, but she is also very open about how painful this has been.  “Anguish” is the word that is used on the cover to describe her pain. Can you imagine that you give your heart to someone, and you give your soul to someone, and then they betray your confidence?  When a husband betrays you, or a friend betrays you, or a business partner betrays you, or a church member betrays you, it takes the pain to a whole different level.

The psalmist once wrote about the pain of being betrayed this way.  “If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it, it a foe were raising himself against me, I could hide from him, but it is you, my close friend.”  The kiss of betrayal is one of the ugliest pictures in the entire bible, and there is Judas - He is right in the middle of it.  How did Judas end up in that picture?  How did Judas end up the villain?  Where did he go wrong, and how can we go right? 

· Have you ever experienced the kiss of betrayal?   ____Yes  ____ No  

· Have you ever felt that kind of hurt or pain?  ______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

· Were you the one who was the betrayer or were you betrayed? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Are you able to identify with the pain that Jesus felt? And, does it help you to know that Jesus knows what you have been through? ______________________________ ____________________________________________________________________
2.
POTENTIAL  

The second point is the potential for betrayal.  When you look at his journey you just would not think he would end up as a villain.  I heard about one teacher who gave a lesson to her Sunday school class about Judas, and after the lesson, she checked to make sure that they were listening.  She asked, “Who betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver?”  And, one seven-year-old boy raised his hand and said, “I know, it was Judas the scariest.”( One of the scariest things about Judas is that when you look at his journey, you just would not think he would end up a villain.  It seems like he is on his way to being a hero- Think about it -

One night Jesus is praying about who should be in his inner circle, who should be on his leadership team.  Out of all the people who followed Jesus, who would be the best twelve guys.  They would be the ones he would pour himself into. They would be the ones to change the world.  At the end of a night of prayer, Jesus picks the twelve best guys. Judas is on the list.  Imagine what it felt like to be on that list, being picked by Jesus to be a part of his leadership team that would change the world.  This guy is on his way to being a hero.  He will not end up as a villain. 

For three years, he would be personally mentored by the greatest leader in history. Did you know that last year two investors paid over six hundred and fifty thousand dollars to have lunch with Warren Buffet?  People are willing to pay a lot of money to spend time with a great leader.  When you spend time with a great leader, it can bring out the best in you.  Judas is going to spend three years being personally mentored by the greatest leader in history.  You know this guy is on his way to being a hero. 

All the other disciples seemed to think Judas was a pretty good guy.  When Jesus tells the disciples that one of them is going to betray him, they have no clue who it is.  They did not even suspect it was Judas as he left the room, on his way to betraying Jesus.  They figured that he had run out of the room to help take care of their needs, or to help take care of the needs of the poor.  It was the last thing they saw coming.  Judas was a hero. He will not end up as a villain. 

However, Jesus knows what is on the heart of Judas. And at the last supper, Jesus washes his feet.  Jesus reaches out to him with love.  Judas, you do not have to do this.  Then at the meal, he lets Judas sit in the place of honor, and honors him again by dipping some bread and offering it to him.  The scariest thing about Judas, it reminds us of the potential that we have.  There is a hero on the inside of us, and that hero wants to get out, but there is also this villain on the inside of us, and this villain wants to get out.  Both of them want to get out, and we have to decide which one we are going to let out.  Open the door one-way; the devil will help that villain to get out. Open the door the other way, and God will help that hero get out.  There is a hero on the inside, there is a villain on inside, and you can make the choice every day who you will let influence you.  

· Identify places in your life where there might be the potential for betrayal? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· How can you guard your heart against the potential to betray others? _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

· Discuss ways in which you can set boundaries with your spouse, friend or those in your inner circle to prevent yielding to the villain in you. _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

· Share your test to testimony that demonstrated the hero in you being displayed.    

3.
MOTIVE

The third point is The Motive Behind Betrayal.  Judas ends up as the villain, and when he does, the thing you have to ask yourself is why?  Why did Judas stab Jesus in the back?  People have been trying to figure that out for a very long time.  He seems to be a very complex person, with complex motives, and there are many reasons he ends up in the picture.  But when you read the bible there is one reason that stands out that is hard to miss.  He sold out his best friend for thirty pieces of silver.  At the end of the day, he did it for the money.  The bible says that the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil, and this story is perfect example of that. 

There was a man who worked for one of our government agencies, and he decided to betray his country.  For more than twenty years he gave away confidential information, important information to the Soviet Union.  His activity has been described as perhaps the worst intelligence disaster in our nations history.  He was finally caught and was arrested just a few years ago.  When they asked him, what his motives were, why would he put his country at risk, why would he betray his country?  At the end of the day, it was all about the money.  Over the twenty years, he was paid about one point four million dollars in cash and diamonds.  He did it for the money. 

The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.  One thing that is interesting is that Judas seemed to have a gift when it came to money.  When they are handing out jobs among the disciples, they decided he knew about money.  He knew how to handle money.  He knew how to manage money.  He was a good finance guy.  He was a gifted finance guy, so they put him in charge of the money.  But, the money started taking charge of him.  Every once in awhile we need to take out our wallets and have a little heart to heart with our money.  We need to let our money know where it stands.  We like our money, we are grateful for our money, we enjoy our money, but we love our Jesus, and he will help us to make our money ethically, spend our money wisely, save our money prudently, give our money generously, enjoy our money gratefully, and be in charge of our money, instead of our money being in charge of us. 

· Is your money in charge of you or are you in charge of it?    _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

· How can you make sure that you keep the right perspective about your money?   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Are you being tempted in the area of your finances?  How can Jesus help you to be ethical? ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

4. 
GRACE

The fourth point is The Grace For Betrayal.  So here is Judas.  There is no way this guy is going to end up as a villain, and yet he betrayed his best friend with a kiss, for thirty pieces of silver.  Where does he go from here?  In the film, the chronicles of Narnia, a boy has betrayed his family and his friends and most of all he has betrayed the great lion.  But the boy meets the great lion, and the great lion gives him another chance.  After talking with the boy, the lion gives him another chance by saying they should forget the past.  If Judas had given Jesus the chance, Jesus would have given him a chance.  But Judas never gets that chance because after he betrays his best friend with a kiss, it just hits him square in the face.  Matthew 27:5 says that Judas threw the money down, went away and killed himself.  

He is bad enough to play the part of the villain, and yet he is still good enough to know that by being the villain, he has done a horrible thing.  He suffers with guilt and shame. He cannot live with himself anymore.  He cannot look at himself anymore.  He is filled with remorse, and filled with despair, so he takes out a rope, and hangs himself.  He dies in disgrace and dies a villain.  The biggest tragedy of all is if Judas would have given Jesus the chance, then Jesus would have given Judas another chance, 

You see all of the disciples failed Jesus that night.  They all ran away from him and turned there backs on him.  Peter denied him three times.  Yet, after the resurrection, the grace of Jesus reaches out to all of them – especially Peter.  The mercy and love of Jesus reaches out to all of them.  They all go on to do great things for Jesus, except for Judas.  He never gave Jesus a chance.  

· Are you living in guilt or shame?  Or do you have a hard time living with yourself? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· When you look in the mirror, is Judas looking back at you? Do you see Jesus reaching out to you with his grace?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________RECEIVE HIS MERCY AND HIS GRACE TODAY!
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:  
· Describe the ways in which betrayal has affected your life and the lives of those you love.  Have you worked through betrayal? _____Yes  ____ No  

Reflection:  
· Considering the hardest situation in your life, how can you learn from Judas so that you can continue on the right path?  

Application:  
· How can you set boundaries in your life (especially if you were betrayed in your marriage covenant) to ensure against future betrayals?

Pray:

· Share your testimony about how the grace and mercy of Jesus helped you to survive betrayal.    Pray for one another.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Have you asked Jesus to forgive you and become the manager of your life?  You can today.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
If you prayed this prayer, please send me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   

 
Memory Verse:  Matthew 26:48-50 48 – “The betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; arrest him. Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him. Jesus replied, "Friend, do what you came for.”

Recommended Reading – Is there a limit to God’s forgiveness? By Ray Anderson

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. - Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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