COACH’S CORNER

A Cathedral Christmas Carol 
 How to Handle the Ghosts of Christmas
Part II – Overcoming the Pain of Your Present
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend December 13-14, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small groups.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of December 15-21, 2008
How do you find purpose in your present?  You can look at people who have a house, job, cell phone, car, but they are not happy.  If you don’t have purpose in your day you can wake up and drift through a day, week, month, even years.  A rock group called Styx has a song that goes like this, “Another year has passed me by, still I look at myself and cry.  What kind of man have I become?  All of the years I have spent in search of myself, and I am still in the dark cause I can’t seem to find the light.” 
Maybe you’re thinking, “If only someone could show me the light!”  That is why the event that happened 2,000 years ago in Bethlehem is so important.  It helps us to come out of the dark and into the light.  Is 9:2 says, “The people who are walking in darkness have seen a great light.”  

You can have a sense of purpose in my life and get up every day with that knowledge.  Jesus helps us find and fulfill our purpose.  In a movie this little boy with great handicaps wouldn’t let anything take from him his purpose.  This is what he said, “I think I am God’s instrument to carry out His plan.”
You need to know today that God has a plan for your life!  Don’t let anyone steal that reality out of your heart.  You find that sense of purpose when you go back to the nativity where there are clues of why God made you.  Let’s look at five of them.
1.
You Were Made For WORSHIP
Phil. 2:2 says, “At the name of Jesus every knee should bow.”  Even the person, who has insulted and disrespected Jesus, will bow their knee and confess that Jesus is Lord.  That day is coming.  Even now you can make a decision to make Him my King and surrender your whole life to Him…at home, work, in my head and heart, through the words out of my mouth and how I use my hands…even with my wallet you can surrender to the King of Kings and Lord or Lords.  We have been made to bring our entire lives before Him to worship and give Him pleasure.  We have purpose.
· What part of your life is hard to surrender to Jesus? ___________________________

· What steps can you take to help you yield yourself to Jesus?   ___________________
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2.   You Were Made For FELLOWSHIP
The Bible teaches there is one God that exists in three persons; the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  You might say this one God has a family circle.  They invite you and me into this family circle.  We connect and belong in that family circle so we can be with them forever.  
Then you come to the nativity.  Whenever you see Joseph, Mary and Jesus, they are referred to as the Holy Family.  Jesus invited you and me to be a part of this family.  You can be in the middle of a crowded mall and still feel on the inside that you are alone.  But, God says, “You are invited into this family circle so you never have to be alone any more!  If you will spend time talking with Him or reading His word, He will let you know that you are a part of His circle; His family.  And, if you take time to enjoy your spiritual family, you will know you belong to a family.  As you learn to live and love as family, you learn that you will never be alone. Eph. 2:10 declares, “You are members of God’s family.”
· How do you feel about being in God’s family?  Can you relate?  What does it mean to you? _________________________________________________________________
· What do you appreciate about being a part of a larger Christian family?  __________ ____________________________________________________________________

3.   You Were Made For DISCIPLESHIP
The Bible says that when you come to the nativity, the Word became flesh and blood! When you look at that flesh and blood baby, it’s like every other baby.  He sleeps in the day and is awake at night like every other baby.  When you see this flesh and blood baby you realize that Jesus became like one of us so we can become like him!  That’s what discipleship is all about.  
When you look at our world, you know that something is not right with our character and nature.  For example, these two guys exchanged gifts at Christmas and actually got in a fighting match that sent them to the hospital because they did not like what they got!  Something is really wrong.  You don’t have to look out there at others.  If we look inside of ourselves we know there’s something wrong with our character and nature.  
Jesus showed up 2000 years ago to give us a model to know how to live.  The way He walks and talks and loves shows us how we are meant to live.  Luke 5:27 simply says, “Follow me.”  Every day I can get up desiring to be more like Jesus.  If I change just a little, I have become more like Jesus; a human being more fully alive…Glory to God in the highest.  Roman 8:29 says, “God knew what He was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love Him along the same lines as the life of His Son 
· What does it mean to you to become like Jesus?    ____________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
· What are the most important ways for you to be like Him? _____________________
____________________________________________________________________
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4.   You Were Made For MINISTRY
Look at what Jesus did to step down from divinity to become a man who comes to serve the world.  Phil 2:5-8 says, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing,  taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man.”

It’s about living beyond myself!  I had lunch with a guy who told me about the creative idea God put in his heart.  The best way to describe it is Extreme Cathedral of Faith Makeover.  He said, “With a few guys, we could redo the entire outside of houses for needy families at the church.”  He has the plan, he has the process, and by the grace of God we are going to get it started after the first of the year.  You should have seen the light in his eyes!  It was not because of a paycheck, but because this is what we are made for.  God has a purpose for you and me!

· What is your passion – the thing you most enjoy doing? ____________________
· How can you direct your passion to serve others? __________________________
5.   You Were Made For EVANGELISM

There was a little 5 year old boy playing a shepherd in his very first Christmas pageant.  He comes over to the nativity, leans over Jesus, turns and yells with excitement, “Mommy and Daddy, Mary had a baby and it’s a boy!”   He couldn’t keep it to himself.

The shepherds go and see and then they go and tell!  Luke 2:17 puts it this way, “When they had seen Him, they spread the word.”  Go and see then go and tell!   If you haven’t had an encounter with Jesus you can’t go and tell.  While playing golf, this guy asked me why is Jesus so important?  I was able to tell him this is what Jesus has done for me and you can have the same encounter with Him.  A few weeks later we met at a coffee shop and right in the middle of Starbucks, he prayed the prayer, crossed the line and he is going strong today!  Go and see and then we go and tell.  

If you haven’t had an encounter with Jesus you can’t go and tell.  Have you asked Jesus to forgive you and become the manager of your life?  You can today.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
That’s fabulous!  This is the greatest decision you will ever make in your life!  
In closing I want to encourage you to ask God to help you to live out your purpose.
Col. 1:16 says, “For everything, absolutely everything, above and below, visible and invisible,....everything got started in Him and finds its purpose in Him.”  Bring your life to God every day and live out that day allowing Him to show you your purpose!  That’s
how you walk in the light! 
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· Did you pray that prayer today?  If so, would you please send me an e-mail letting me know to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org? 
· Who is God’s Holy Spirit bringing to your mind that needs to pray this prayer? _____
· Begin praying and trusting God for them to encounter Jesus in this way.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:    
· When it comes to worship – allowing every part of your life to honor Jesus - what part of your life is easiest to surrender to Jesus?   

Reflection:  

· What does it mean to you to become like Jesus?   
· What are the most important ways for you to be like Him
Application: 
· What is your passion – the thing you most enjoy doing? 
· How can you direct your passion to serve others? 
Pray:

· Pray for one another for God to help them develop these five purposes in their lives – Worship, Fellowship, Discipleship, Ministry & Evangelism
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Memory Verse:  Col. 1:16. – “For everything, absolutely everything, above and below, visible and invisible…everything got started in Him and finds its purpose in Him.”
Recommended Reading – Purpose Driven Life  by Rick 
SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. - Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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