COACH’S CORNER

LIVE STRONG
Part III – Working Together
Romans 8:28-30
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend August 16-17, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of August 18-24, 2008
In one of the greatest chapters of the Bible, we find one of the greatest promises of the Bible.  Romans 8:28 says, ““And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”  If you take hold of this promise and this promise takes hold of you, you will live a little stronger!  There are three words for you to think about.  
1.
CLARITY
The first word is “clarity”.  What does this promise mean?  First, let’s look at what it does not mean!  One thing it doesn’t mean is that everything that happens in your life is good.  In fact, later in the chapter the writer talks about some bad things that can happen.  We are living in a fallen world and things happen even to good people who love God.  He speaks of things like trouble, calamity, hunger, persecution, destitution and death threats.  He goes on to say that in all of these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 
The promise does not mean that everything that happens in your life comes from God.  God gives us real freedom to make choices.  Free will can cause a lot of pain and suffering.  In fact, the Bible says there are evil spiritual forces at work in the world trying to influence you and others to use that free will in ways that are bad.  John 10:10 says, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  Remember, the devil is a bad devil and God is a good God.
One other thing the verse does not say is that this promise is true for everyone.  It defines a group of people called, “those who love God”.  These are people who have stepped across the line to become followers of Jesus.  If you have not yet made this decision, please consider that decision right now.  At the end of the Coach’s Corner, there are some encouraging words and a prayer you can pray to cross over to becoming a fully devoted follower of Jesus.  When you do, this promise belongs to you.  You have, in a manner of speaking, crossed over into the promise land!  
So, what does this promise mean?  It means that God can take all the twists and turns that happens in your life and brings something good out of it.  It’s kind of like a Rubik’s cube. 
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Are you familiar with those cubes that have all different colors everywhere and you are suppose to rearrange them for each side to have one color.  I can never do it!  But, if I put that Rubik’s cube in the hand of someone who knows how, before I know it, it’s done.  It’s the similar way… if you put what’s a mess in your life in the hands of God, He will make it all work for good.  It reminds me of the story of my best friend in college.  He married a college sweetheart and I was at the wedding.  Two years later she decided she didn’t want to be married to him any more.  The pain of divorce is so deep.  We talked, prayed and cried together.  That cube was a real mess but God went to work with it.  In time my friend was able to grow, heal and even walk down the aisle one more time.  I was at that wedding too.  Almost 20 years later God created a strong family with three boys.  
· When bad things happen to good people do you think they are from God?        ____Yes  ____ No  

· In what way has this message changed your view of bad things happening to good people?______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

· Have you made the decision to become a fully devoted follower of Jesus?  If not, would you consider praying the prayer at the end of the Coach’s Corner today?. ____ ____________________________________________________________________
· What twist and turn do you want to turn over to God so the promise can take hold of you? _______________________________________________________________
2.
CONFIDENCE
The second word has to do with confidence.  The writer says in Romans 8:28, “We KNOW!”  He doesn’t say, “We think”, or “We wish”, but, “We know!”  My dad puts it this way, “I know that I know that I know that I know, etc.”  There is a kind of assurance, confidence or knowledge that cannot be shaken.

Here’s something to think about.  Deep down in your heart of hearts on a scale from one to ten, how much confidence do you have in this promise?  Would you be in the one to five range where you think the promise is true, but with some things in life you don’t see it happening?   Or, are you in the six to ten range with greater confidence?   Where ever you are on this scale, there’s going to come a time when your level of confidence in this promise is going to be tested.  Some dramatic twist or turn will take place…like, you just came back from the doctor and he told you its cancer…there’s a knock on the door at 2 am and the cops have your teenagers…the boss calls you in to inform you that you are part of their downsizing.  

Not too long ago a survey was done.  Almost 20% of the people in the survey said that their spiritual life took a big hit after one of those twists and turns.  They stopped reading the Bible, praying and going to church.  They gave up.  This unexpected turn hit them so hard it knocked them off track.

Maybe that’s where you are.  These moments become testing moments to see if you 
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believe what you believe.  I believe the promise with all my heart.  I have staked my life on the Bible.  And yet, to be real honest, there have been moments this twist happens and this turn happens and in those moments I find myself scratching my head wrestling with this promise.  How could anything meaningful come out of this?

There are two reasons the promise always wins out with me.  The first is because of an event that took place 2,000 years ago; the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  If you go back to the 1st Century you will find all kinds of pictures about the life of Jesus.  But, the first drawing of Jesus on the cross does not appear until the 5th Century when the government stopped the practice.  Crucifixion was such a horrible thing that no one who saw one come bring themselves to draw a picture of one!  It was the worst of the worst and yet God takes it and makes it into the best of the best!
Second, I hear about how those tests turn into testimonies; how God takes the twists and turns and turns them into something good.  For example, we had Greg Jamison, President of the San Jose Sharks here at Cathedral.  He told the story of how he was upset because he didn’t get the job he wanted.  Then the door opened unexpectedly for him to become the President of the Sharks.  Not much later he found out that the man he would of worked for and all his team were let go.   If you put those twists and turns into God’s hands, he will work in out for good! 
· Considering the hardest situation in your life, on a confidence scale from one to ten, where do you see yourself believing that God will work it together for your good? ___________________________________________________________________
· If you score yourself low, how does the understanding of the crucifixion of Jesus – from cross to a bridge - improve your perspective? ___________________________
___________________________________________________________________

· Have you ever experienced an unexpected twist that knocked you off track?   If so, where are you now in this experience?  ___________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

· Share your test to testimony that demonstrated God’s promise at work in your life.

3.
CONFOMITY
The third word is conformity.  Romans 8:29 says, “From the very beginning God decided that those who came to him should become like His son.”    This is the greatest good that we should look more and more like Jesus.  The character of Jesus included peace, courage, wisdom, love, joy and helping people.  He was so connected with the Father that when you look at Jesus, you see His glory.  

The promise says that you and I are on our way to that same kind of glory!  God takes every single twist and turn and uses those to make you more like Jesus.  It may be at home, work, school of even in a gas station like the unexpected confrontation I had with another person wanting to get gas!  It was challenging when that person was screaming in my face, but it became an opportunity for greater patience, self-control and love to be formed in me.
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There is something that theologians call the “Golden Chain”.  Visualize a word in the middle of each gold link connecting it together.  The words are: Foreknew, Predestined, Called, Justified and Glorified.  God is so committed to seeing you experience your greatest good and greatest glory, at the end of the Golden Chain He speaks as if it is a done deal.  Glorified is in the past tense.  
It’s kind of like Michael Phelps at the Olympics.  Each time he got up on the block to take off in a race, you just knew he was going to be standing on that podium with the golden chain around his neck… eight races and eight gold medals.  That’s how God sees you…already glorified.  Would you take hold of that golden chain and let that golden chain take hold of you?  When the race is over, can you already see that Golden Chain around your next standing next to Jesus.  This is the greatest good; the greatest glory.  

When you put the twists and turns in the right hands, it’s like that Rubik’s cube being in the right hands…all the colors come up right…He causes all things to work together for good!  Take hold of that promise and that promise will take hold of you and you will live strong!
· How can the toughest situation you are in contribute to helping you look more like Jesus?  Be specific? ____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

· What character flaws do you see in yourself that holds back Christ-like character from being developed in your life? ________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________

· Can you identify a strength in your life that was once a weakness?  Describe it. _____

_____________________________________________________________________

· What does it mean to you that God sees you glorified…already a done deal? _______

_____________________________________________________________________

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:  
· When bad things happen to good people do you think they are from God?        ____Yes  ____ No  
Reflection:  
· Considering the hardest situation in your life, on a Confidence Scale from one to ten, where do you see yourself believing that God will work it together for your good? 

Application:  
· How can the toughest situation you are in contribute to helping you look more like Jesus?  Be specific? 

Pray:

· Share your prayer requests about your God working things together for good.  Pray for and bless one another.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Have you asked Jesus to forgive you and become the manager of your life?  You can today.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
If you prayed this prayer, please send me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   

 
Memory Verse:  Romans 8:18.  “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” 

Recommended Reading – Espistle to the Romans by F.F. Bruce
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SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. - Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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