COACH’S CORNER

LIVE STRONG
Part IV – Key Questions
Romans 8:31-39
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend August 23-24, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of August 25- September 1, 2008
Today we are going to look at four key questions found in Romans, chapter 8. The last part of Romans 8 asks questions that speak about the nature and character of our God.  As we look at these questions together, you will learn to know God better.  If you take hold of the answers, by the power of His spirit and word, you will be able to live stronger.
1.
If God Be For Us Who Can Be Against Us?  (vs. 31)
There’s a man who hadn’t crossed the line to become a follower.  The reason he hasn’t is that he believe if he does, God is going to ruin his life.  He puts it this, “I will not trust my life to God only to have him take my life away.”  Is God really for him?  Maybe you are wrestling with this same kind of question and have not yet stepped over the line of faith because of this wrestling issue. Romans 8 wants us to know that God has the best for us.  God doesn’t come to reduce your life, but to enhance your life.  You can give your life to God because God is for us.

God is for me!  Do you really believe that?  If you start to live with that awareness you will wake up every day and say, “God is for me”.  What a difference that will make to help you live strong.

You have to have a tough talk with your boss and you remember, “God is for me,” and you begin to feel a little bit stronger.  You’ve had that bad habit for so long,  You are not sure you can break it and you remember, , “God is for me,” and  you can feel that strength rising up inside of you.  You find yourself in that financial hole and you remember that, “God is for me,” and you begin to feel a little bit stronger..  Your marriage is a struggle.  You have doubts and feel down yet when you remember that “God is for me”, strength begins to come up on the inside of you.


What can be against us?  You can make an endless list, but the writer is wanting us to remember that, “God is for us, so WHO can be against us”?  At the end of the day, it doesn’t matter who or what is against you.  If God is for you, you will live strong.

· If you have not decided to trust your life to God, what is the main thing you are wrestling with? _______________________________________________________
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· What would it take for you to believe that God is for you? _____________________

· If you have trusted your life with God, how has He enhanced your life since you crossed the line of faith to become a fully devoted follower of Christ?____________
____________________________________________________________________

2.
He Who Did Not Spare His own Son, But Gave Him Up For Us All –How Will He Not Also, Along With Him, Graciously Give Us All Things? (Vs. 32)
Follow me on this.  In the Bible, the greatest example of man’s devotion to God is the moment when Abraham was willing to walk up that mountain and offer the sacrifice of his son.  The writer uses the same exact language when describing Abraham’s devotion to God to describe God’s devotion to man.  In the same way, God demonstrated His devotion by offering up His Son for us.  That is how much we matter and mean to God!  He is so devoted that He gave is one an only Son for us.  What great devotion He has for us!

Then the writer moves to this technical argument known as, “the greater to the lesser”.  Let me explain.  I have a friend who has a Porsche…special edition.  My friend allowed me to come over and get in this car and take a ride in this car.  This car could move.  Here’s the thing.  If my buddy was willing to write out the big check to get his hands on this car, he is willing to write the small check to change the oil in that car.  If God is willing to write the big check .to give up His one and only Son for you…there’s no bigger check to get His hands on you…you can bank on it that He is willing to write those smaller checks to take care of you and provide for you.  If He’s willing to do the greater thing, He is willing to do the lesser thing.  If you let this truth get a hold of you, it will help you live strong!
· Was there a time in your life when you realized that God gave His Son solely to have a relationship with you personally?  Describe your experience. ___________________________________________________________________
· How does the awareness of God writing the big check help you know He will write the smaller check as well? Give a practical example. _________________________
___________________________________________________________________

· Share a time when God made His love real by supplying your need?  ___________
___________________________________________________________________

3.
Who Will Bring Any Charge Against Those Whom God Has Chosen? (Vs. 33)
Here we have a picture of a court room with the judge, the defense attorney, the defendant and the prosecutor.  The prosecutor is the devil.  In the Bible the devil is called, “the accuser of the brethren”, and he is good at what he does.  In fact, he has a file on you with all the evidence.  He knows every wrong thing you have ever done.  You should see the file he has on me.  

As the accuser spells it out, I can feel my head sinking lower and lower because of all those things I have done that are wrong.  It looks like an open and shut case against me.  Then my defense attorney, Jesus Christ, gets up to represent me, He agrees that what the 

Cathedral of Faith  - All rights reserved

accuser has said is right, all the sins have been committed, but all those sins have been paid for on Calvary.  The Judge says, “You are right.  Since the sins have already been paid for on Calvary, therefore there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus Our Lord.”  When you can walk out of that court room with a real assurance that you are forgiven – not living under the weight of guilt – you can live strong - Know today that when you admit your sin and choose to go another direction, God has forgiven you and the weight of your guilt is gone.

The accuser will still try to show us – the great Martin Luther said the enemy would show up in his head to remind him of all the accusations and it would weight on him.  One day he could hear the accuser in his head so Martin decided to write down all his mistakes.  Then he asked the devil, “Are you sure you are not leaving anything out?”  After he made the long list he took a red pen and wrote on it, “The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses you from all sin.  YOU ARE FORGIVEN!”  That weight of guilt was lifted!

· Have you been hearing the enemy in your mind all week long talking trash?  What is he accusing you of? ____________________________________________________

· Describe how your Defense Attorney clears your name so there is no condemnation.
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

4.
Who Shall Separate Us From The Love Of Christ? (vs.35)
Have you ever had someone break up with you? The idea of breaking up makes you think of so much pain!  The answer in Romans 8 to who shall separate us from the love of Christ is that God will NEVER break up with you.  We can live with the assurance of His love.  When you take hold of His love and His love takes hold of you, you will live strong.

We are so use to being love because of what we do.  Your boss will love you as long as you meet those quotas …those neighbors will love you as long as you bring those brownies… your friends will love you as long as you have money, etc.  We live in a world where love is based on conditions and if we don’t measure up there is a rupture in that love.  But we read about a love that is so enduring that God says, “I will never break up with you.  When you take hold of my love, I will never let go of you.”  This truth can meet you in a very deep place in you today so you can live and walk in this awareness.  In fact, the writers looks for categories to strengthen his argument. 

He asks, Does it mean that He no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity?  NO! Rom 8:36…if we are persecuted or hungry?  No!  If we are destitute or in danger or threatened with death?  No!  Nothing shall separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  His love will not let you go.

I was reading the sports page – article about a guy who pitches for the Giants.  It talked about baseball and his journey of faith.  He grew up as a person of faith, but at 17 his dad died and it rattled his relationship with God.  When you meet a moment of calamity you 
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may ask, “If God really loves me would that happen to me?”  You have taken hold of the hands of God, but your hands can get really weak.  This baseball player let go and walked away, but that love of God will not let go of him.  Three years ago his teammate invited him  to chapel and God met him in that moment.  The faith he walked away from he came back to.  This is what Wilson of the Giants said, “I learned that no matter how many times I turn my back on God, He will always be in front of me.”  When you take hold of the love of God and the love of God takes hold of you, God will not break up with you.
Have you said yes to that amazing love of God today?  Perhaps you would say yes to making the decision to give your life over to God and become a follower of Jesus – or to stop running away from Him and come back to Him – Would you say that’s me today!  Then this is your moment when God’s love is reaching out to you.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all of your heart.
“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
If you prayed this prayer, please send me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?  

· Describe a time when the circumstances in your life caused you to let go of God  

____________________________________________________________________

· What does it mean to you when God says, “I will never break up with you”? ______
____________________________________________________________________

· How has this series helped you to Live Strong? ______________________________

· How has God made Himself more real to you? ______________________________

____________________________________________________________________  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:  
· When What would it take for you to believe that God is for you? 
Reflection:  
· Have you been hearing the enemy in your mind all week long talking trash?  What is he accusing you of? 

Application:  
· How does the awareness of God writing the big check help you know He will write the smaller check as well? Give a practical example. 

· How has this series helped you know God more and live strong?

Pray:

· Share your prayer requests pertaining to these four questions.  Pray for and bless one another.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Memory Verse:  Romans 8:37.  “In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.” 

Recommended Reading – Be Right by Warren Wiersbe
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SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. - Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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