COACH’S CORNER

MASTERPIECE - Unleashing The Creativity In You
Part II – Made In His Image
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend November 8-9, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small groups.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of November 10-16, 2008
When you look at the beauty of creation, the thing that catches me by surprise each time I read it with a fresh set of eyes is that we are the highest point of the creation story! You would think that when God creates the stars, moon and sun...the solar system, this has to be the highest point of creation.  The sun is 10,000 degrees on the surface, 745 times as heavy as all nine of our planets and is 93 million miles from us.  If you drive to the sun, it would take you over 170 years to get there.  Surely the galaxy is going to be the high point of the creation story.

Or, maybe the earth will be the high point.  Look at all the creatures.  Take for example the fly. It is one of the most amazing creations when it comes to flight.  It is superior to birds, bats and bees.  The fly can change direction six times in one second!  It’s covered with sensors and that’s why it’s so hard to catch.  Just take one creature, the fly, and you would think, “WOW, this is going to be the high point of the creation story!  Yet, you are the high point.  The way the story builds is like a musician that saves the very best song for the end or a producer who saves the best scene for last.  God creates mankind last as the high point of the creation story!  With everything else God says six times, “It is good”.  Only after He makes human beings, He steps back and says, “This is very good!”  You are the high point.

I saw Leonardo Di Vinci’s famous Peruvian man at a museum.  Leonardo’ study of the human body lead him to create this masterpiece.  One can’t help but be overwhelmed when we learn about the human body and the way it works.  Take, for example, the brain. Right now they are building the biggest computer in the world; as big as a hockey rink.  It will process information one billion times faster than the lap top computer.  Yet, the human brain is faster processing information ten times faster than the biggest computer man can make!   
The Bible reminds us what an incredible thing it is to be human.  You are the high point of the creation story.  The Bible says what sets up apart.  Gen. 1:26-27.  “God said let us make human beings in our own image…so God created human beings in His own image.  In the image of God He created them, male and female He created them.”  There are a logs of things you can point out that makes a human being special.  The one thing that makes us stand out is that we have been made in the likeness and image of God.  The universe and the animal kingdom are not made in His image, but you and I are!  
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1.
GOD HAS A CREATIVE STREAK IN HIM AND THAT MEANS YOU HAVE 


A CREATIVE STREAK IN YOU!
Some things are unique only to God.  For example, God can do everything, all powerful, know everything, all knowing and be everywhere, all present and we can not!   There are other things built into you and me that reflect His likeness and image.  There is a whole list, but the thing that stands out is that God has a creative streak inside of Him and you and I have a creative streak inside of us.  He set us in this world that He has created so you and I can make a creative mark in this world.  I want that to get in your spirit!  

Some have heard about the Masterpiece series, but think that there is not a creative bone in their body so this doesn’t relate to them!  There is an enemy of the soul that wants you to think that way.  He hates it because it reminds him of the image of God.  That’s why he wants to convince you that you can’t create. John 8:32 say, “You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.”  The truth is that God has a creative streak in Him and we are created by Him so we have a creative streak in us.  I am creative!  Get this in your spirit and start to think and speak this way.  
· What do you see in yourself that you know reflects God’s image? _______________

____________________________________________________________________ 
2.   BELIEVE THAT YOU HAVE A CREATIVE STREAK IN YOU AND 

PURPOSE TO DEVELOP THAT STREAK
In order to release the creative streak in you, you have to believe that you have a creative streak and purpose to develop that streak.  God wants you to use the creative streak so you can make a mark in this world for His glory and His purpose.  Do you remember when you were a kid the imagination you had?  It just seemed to happen.  You made mud pies…a cardboard roller turned into a sword.  We would pin the towel on our son’s back and he would defend us against the joker, the villain and cat woman.   When you are young your imagination releases creativity that energizes you every day.  Then we grow up and get old.  But, you can keep the creative streak that was there when you were born and as a child.  It is still there and is ready to be released.

You are already creating and you don’t see it! Our paradigm is that think those who can draw and paint are the creative ones.  I can’t draw or paint so I am unable to be creative.  Open your eyes a little bit wider to see that there are things you do already that are creative.  For example, take yard work.  Some enjoy trimming bushes and doing yard work.  On one hand you can just do it, or you can say, “Is that a part of my creativity?”  Some make coffee every morning.  You grind up just the right amount of coffee beans to make your coffee just right…not too strong nor weak.  You can hit the button and say, “I just made another cup of coffee or I just released the creative streak in me”.

Think about that problem you run into at the house.  When we first got married we lived 
by the train track.  Every time the train went by the mirror rattled.  One night I folded a 
piece of paper like a football and I put it in the mirror.  The train would go by and the 
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mirror would not rattle.  Whenever you solve a problem around the house or work or school, creativity inside of you is being released.

Think about the moment a newborn comes into the world.    Think about the first woman who had the very first baby.  Even after the fall when creation was distorted like it is for us today, she still carried the image of God and God created through her!  She says in Gen. 4;1, “with the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man.”   There it is a creative streak on the inside of us making a mark on this world.  

Dream and imagine what it is God wants to create through you.  As the Holy Spirit starts to stir things up and move, ask yourself this question.  Is there a book to write, a song to compose, a dress to design, a business to create, an idea to improve morale at school or heal the sick or feed the poor?  What is it that God wants to create through you to make His mark on this world for his glory and his honor?

A while back God put an idea in the heart of a lady.  She thought, “What if the ladies at the church decided to create blankets to give away?”  They made50 blankets for the Community Support Center, 60 blankets to give at Christmas to the single parents and 100 blankets to take to Mozambiek, Africa.

What is that creativity going to look like in you and through you?  There is a picture drawn of the creation of man.  In it there are two hands.  There is the hand of God and the hand of man reaching out to each other.  What would happen if the creative streak in Him touched the creative streak in you?  If that creative streak might begin to stir, what might happen?  Allow the Holy Spirit to stir your heart today.  

Pray this prayer with me.  “God, thank you I am made in your image.  There is a creative streak in You and there is a creative streak in me.  I give you my hands.   I give you my heart.  Stir up the creative streak in me so I can make a mark on Your world for Your glory and Your praise.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.”
· What is that creativity going to look like in you and through you? What is it that God wants to create through you?  ____________________________________________
· What steps can you take to begin to realize this creation through you? ____________ ____________________________________________________________________
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:    
· What do you see in yourself that you know reflects God’s image?
Reflection:  
· Do you see human beings as the high point of the creation story?  What is that creativity going to look like in you and through you? What is it that God wants to create through you
Application: 
· What steps can you take to begin to realize this creation through you
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Pray:

· Pray for one another that you will know the Living God as Creator.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Have you asked Jesus to forgive you and become the manager of your life?  You can today.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
If you prayed this prayer, please send me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org? 
Memory Verse:  Genesis 1:27. – “So God created man I His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”
Recommended Reading – The Heart Of The Artist  by Rory Noland and The Imagineering Workout by the Disney Imaginers
Additional Scripture References:  Gen. 1 & 4, Psalm 8, Eph. 2, Psalm 139
SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. - Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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