COACH’S CORNER

MASTERPIECE - Unleashing The Creativity In You
Part III – Knowing Your GPS
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend November 15-16, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small groups.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of November 17-23, 2008
Say, “I am Creative!”  Knowing your GPS system and how that creative streak works through your GPS system is what we are going to look at.  Psalm 139:14 says, “I praise You because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.”  

When it comes to creating and creativity, some people think and feel they don’t have a creative bone in their body.  Our Silicon Valley is always creating something.  Our newspaper headline read, “Cisco Debuts Router to Meet Web Demand”.  This router carries 250,000 songs a second to other computers!  How many compact discs, records, eight track tapes is that?  We live in a valley that is known for innovation and creation.  We can sit in the middle of the valley and say it is true of that person, but when it comes to me, I don’t have a creative bone in my body.  What I am presenting to you is that you do have a creative streak in you!
When we looked at the Creator we saw that He has a creative streak.  When you look at the cool facto, His beauty, and the wow factor, His power, you just want to praise Him.  Then we looked at how God made human beings in His image and likeness.  God has a creative streak in Him and because we are made in His image, He put a creative streak in us so we can make a mark in this world.

How does that creative streak work with the way you were made?  Think about it like a GPS system.  A GPS system talks to you and says turn right here…turn around…or for me it says, “How did you ever get your license?”  In the same way, knowing your GPS is very important to know how to make your creative mark in this world.  Knowing the gifts and passion you have and the struggles you’ve been through helps you know your GPS system.  Let’s take a few moments and think about our own GPS system. 

1.
If we are going to make a creative mark in the world for His honor and glory, we need to know our GIFTS. 
Everyone has been given talents.  Sugar Ray Leonard was great in the ring and out of the ring.  He was talking to some college students about being blessed.  This is what he said.  “I consider myself blessed.  I consider you blessed. We have all been blessed with God given talents.  Mine just happens to be beating people up.” 
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We all have God given talent; some we got when we were born and some when we were born again.  Roman 12:6 says, “All of us have the ability to do certain things well.”  That means YOU!  We can’t do everything well, but we have the ability to do certain things well.


Complete this sentence. One of the things I do well is: _______________________.
Some times it is hard to complete it.  I was in a small group and we were asked what we do well.  This guy said, “I honestly don’t know.  I don’t think I do anything well.”  He was being straight.  He was blind.  We could see what he does well, but he couldn’t see it.  Some times it’s the enemy who doesn’t want you to know what you do well or, we’re blinded by comparing ourselves to others, or we haven’t tried enough things.  

A business expert’s advice to young people who were getting ready to go into the world said, “Know what you do well!” Some times the reason you don’t know is because it comes easy to you so you don’t recognize it as a gift in you!  God gives each of us talents, so that means you have the ability to do certain things well.  Ask God and others to help you to see what you can do well.  Discover, develop and deploy them.  Maybe it’s writing, singing, speaking, designing, being a mechanic, athletic, etc.  Develop and use those gifts in creative ways.  Ask God right now… “TAKE MY GIFTS AND HELP ME TO MAKE A CREATIVE MARK IN THIS WORLD.”
· Can you identify your gifts or do you need others to help you recognize them?  If so, who? ______________________________________________________________

· What do you do that seems really natural or easy to you?  Is it s gift? ___________ 
2.   If we are going to make a creative mark in the world for His honor and glory, we 
need to know our PASSION.
Say, “I am creative!”  If you are going to make a creative mark in the world, you have to know your passion.  It is part of your GPS system.  What is the passion you have?  Let me illustrate it with a pair of socks.  There is a saying that comes from back in the day when the elastic in your socks wasn’t the best to keep them up.  You had to keep pulling your socks up when you were doing something active.  The saying was, “What is it that really makes your socks roll up and down?” 
Complete this sentence. One of the things I am passionate about is: ______________ 

What are you enthused about?  There is Christian singer songwriter who became passionate about moving and rebuilding a log cabin.  He worked day and night until he finished it.  Looking back on the experience Michael Card said, “If I were in a prison camp, I dare say that an armed guard could not force me to do the work I drove myself to do on this cabin.”  
When you really get passionate about something, no one has to force you, make you, reward you or even pay you.  You’ll do it for free because you are passionate about it. It makes your socks roll up and down!  It’s part of your GPS.

You might say, “I don’t really know my passion.  It seems to be all out of whack.”  Take 
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your heart and bring it to God and ask Him to restore your passion… if you have a broken heart, God can fix it.  If you have a lost heart, God can find it.  If you have a heart that is cold, God is the one who can warm it up.  If you lost your passion, God is the one who can help you get it back.   Ph. 2:13 says, “It is God who produces the desires and actions that please Him.”  
The biggest rock star in world is Bono and he loves Jesus.  God has given Bono a passion to help the sick and poor especially in Africa.  He has created networks and strategies out of his passion.  When he spoke at the National Prayer Breakfast, the passion of his purpose moved everyone so deeply.  Bono has passion and you too have passion to do something to leave a mark on this world!
· How does the knowledge of recognizing your passion change the way you view the today and tomorrows of your life?  ________________________________________
3.   If we are going to make a creative mark in the world for His honor and glory, we 
need to know our STRUGGLES.

Say, “I am creative!”  What are the struggles you have been through?  We can all look back to rough spots and painful experiences.

Complete this sentence.  One painful experience I have been through is: _________ 
Maybe it’s a battle with cancer, a financial hardship, a divorce, losing a job, etc.  There was a young man that went to work for a newspaper and really wanted this job.  The people over him said, “You are too boring.  You can’t work for us anymore.”  Do you know what his name is?  Walk Disney!  

What can we do with those rough spots?  If we bring them to God, Rom. 8:28 says, “In all things God works for the good of those who love Him.” That means that God is at work in all things.  If you combine the creative streak in Him and the creative streak in us He can make something good out of it.

Let’s say a bold dark line on a paper represents a rough spot in your life.  When that creative streak in Him connects with the creative streak in you, He can take the scar and make it into a star.  Add a few more straight lines and that one line can be transformed into a star!  Try it!  Some of the more useful things that have come out of my life have come out of the most difficult times.  It can broaden our ministry and increase our wisdom.  That’s the kind of God we serve.

That’s what happened with one woman at the church.  She had a special needs child.  Out of that challenge she began to dream and create and came up with an idea.  She thought, “What if we start a ministry to support parents with special needs children?”  She felt that creativity stir inside of her and out of that scar God began to create a star.  Today there is a special night out for parents of special needs kids to give them a break.  Today there is a Sunday school class designed for special needs kids so parents can go to 
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church.  All because God stirred creativity in Theresa Di Amico and her scar became a star.
· What is the condition of your scar?  Not healed, In the process or Ready to create a star? ________________________________________________________________

· Are you ready to trust that scar in the hands of God so together good can be created? ______  If so, why not talk to God right now and release this creative work!

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:    
· Can you identify your gifts or do you need others to help you recognize them?  If so, who? 

Reflection:  
· How does the knowledge of recognizing your passion change the way you view the today and tomorrows of your life?  

Application: 
· Are you ready to trust that scar in the hands of God so together good can be created?  If so, why not talk to God right now and release this creative work!

Pray:

· Pray for one another that you will know your GPS system and leave your mark in this world.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Have you asked Jesus to forgive you and become the manager of your life?  You can today.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
If you prayed this prayer, please send me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org? 
Memory Verse:  Ps. 139:14. – “I praise You because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are wonderful, I know that full well.”
Recommended Reading – The Power Of Faithful Focus  by Charlie Self and The Imagineering Workout by the Disney Imaginers
SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. - Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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