COACH’S CORNER

WHY>
 Why Should I Trust The Bible? Part 3 
After listening to Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend February 9-10, 2008 weekend message, answer these practical yet powerful questions and see the insights of Pastor Ken’s weekend message become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner questions located here, grab your Relational Intelligence message notes, your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of February 11-17, 2008 

Why Should I Trust The Bible?

1.
 The Bible Is A UNIQUE Book 

Why should I read the Bible when just last year 175,000 new books were written?  Consider the facts when making that decision.  The Bible is popular!  It continues to be the most printed, most published, most translated and best selling book year after year!   In fact 9% of the world has at least a portion of the Bible in their language.  
Then there is the influence.  It would be hard to name another book that has influenced, especially western civilization, as the Bible has the laws, music, architecture, literature, etc.   Tabitha Soren, a reporter of all places from MTV, said, “No matter how secular our culture becomes, it will remain drenched in the Bible…doesn’t it make sense to read it?”

Then there’s the inspiration of the book.  The Bible claims to be inspired by God even though written with human heart by human hands.  Yet God was leading the process…God was breathing on the process.  I Tim. 3:16 says of the Bible, “All Scripture is God-breathed…”    Why should we believe God inspires the Bible?  Look at the bold predictions made!  For example, a prophet claims that a king named Cyrus would rebuild the temple of Jerusalem.  This was 100 years before the temple was destroyed and about 160 years before King Cyrus came on the scene!  There are around 2,00 predictions that have already been fulfilled.  Do you know any other book like that?

1.
What have you experienced in reading the Bible that told you it is inspired by God? ____________________________________________________________________
2.
The Bible Is A CREDIBLE Book

A lot of people think the Bible is just a bunch of made up stories or a comic book.  Just how credible is the Bible?  For example, the Bible talks about a group of people called the Hittites.  Critics use to say, “You cannot trust the Bible.  We have never found any proof the Hittites ever lived.”  One day an archeologist found a city that turned out to be the capital city of over forty cities occupied by the Hittites.  One of the leading archeologists in the world, Dr. Nelson Glueck writes,  “Scores of archeological findings 
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have been made which confirm in clear outline or exact detail historical statements in the Bible.”  Does that sound like a comic book to you?  Recently the DaVinci Code book 
said the Bible is unreliable.  But, if you do your homework you will find it is the most credible piece of ancient literature that exists today. 

Back in the first century the way they made a copy of the original is to write it down carefully.  How credible is the Bible?  Consider this.  Seven copies of Plato’s writings were made 1,300 years after the original manuscript.  The New Testament has 25,000 copies made within 50 years from the original writing.  Plus, you will find that there is less than one half of one percent that is different.  The Bible is credible. 

1.
Identify a promise in the Bible that you applied to your life.  How did God work out 


the details to bring the promise to pass? ____________________________________


____________________________________________________________________

3.
The Bible Is A RELEVANT Book

There is a question that people have been asking ever since the Bible was written.  “What does it have to do with me?”  Let’s look again at II Tim. 3:16.  “All Scripture is God-breathed…” and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteous-ness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”   

The Bible is like the owner’s manual for my television.  Just like the owner’s manual tells me how to connect to the receiver, play back, record, set the clock, etc… so the Bible tells me how life works.  It tells me how to raise my children, handle finances, build a marriage, conduct business, etc.  

A recent survey wanted to find out what made a man tick.  When asked if you would prefer going through life with respect or being loved, three out of four men said they prefer respect!  Did you know that 2,000 years ago these words were written in the Bible for husbands to love their wife, and the wife must respect her husband.”  Eph. 5:25-32.   There is so much wisdom in this book.  It is the final authority in my life.  I don’t just read it.  I strive to live it even though I don’t always hit the mark!  I teach my children the Bible.  I stake my life on this book.  This book has the power to change your life.  

An INVITATION For All To Consider 

Since the Bible is a unique book, a credible book and a relevant book, what if we all spent a little more time in this book?  A survey revealed that 12% of adults read the Bible every day, 52% do not read the Bible and 33% read it once a week.   What if we all bumped up our time in the Bible?  

What if we expected God to meet us?  Consider how a well-known Bible scholar, F.F. Bruce views reading the Bible. “I approach the Bible with a readiness and an expectation to hear the voice of God there.”  What if we just read a few verses and then chewed on them.  It’s like chewing gum.  When you put a stick of gum in your mouth the 
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flavor is great and you chew it over and over to get the most flavor into you.  What if we chewed on a few verses over and over and asked some questions like:

1.
Is there a warning in these verses that I should pay attention to?

2.
Is there a promise in these verses that I can claim?

3.
Is there an example in these verses that I can follow?

4.
Is there a command in these verses I can obey?

5.
Is there a sin in these verses I must confess?

6.
Is there encouragement in these verses I can take to heart?

7.
Is there a lesson about God in these verses that I can learn?

8.
Are there words of praise in these verses that I can join with?

Remember, God can speak to us through our prayer times, through our circumstances, through other people, but the main way that He speaks to us is through the Bible.  Here are two other tools to help you get the most out of reading the Bible.

FIRST –BEFORE READING THE BIBLE… 

PRAY THIS AFFIRMATION USED BY JOEL OSTEEN
This is my Bible.  I am what it says I am.  I have what it says I have.  I can do what it says I can do.  Today, I will be taught the Word of God.  I boldly confess; my mind is alert.  My heart is receptive.  I will never be the same.  I am about to receive the incorruptible, indestructible, ever-living seed of the Word of God.  I will never be the same.  Never, never, never…I will never be the same.  In Jesus Name. Amen.

SECOND – ATTACHED IS A HELPFUL TOOL

[image: image1.wmf]
How Can I Get The Most Out Of Reading The Bible?

FOLLOW A SIMPLE PLAN … S.O.A.P.
You will need the following three items: 

· A Bible - a contemporary translation recommended

· A notebook and pen for writing down what the Lord shows you
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S
Scripture - Read a section of the Bible - This is where your conversation with God          
begins.  He speaks to you through His Word, and you speak with Him by 


talking/prayer. 


It is recommended to begin with Psalms and the Gospels

Slowly/ Don’t be in a hurry; don’t try to read too large an amount; don’t race 


through it 

O
Observation - Highlight or underline any Scripture that stands out to you; catches 

     your attention - this is God’s Holy Spirit speaking to you through His word

A
Application  -  After reading the section you have chosen, go back and re-read     

     what you have highlighted.  Notice how these Scriptures apply to your daily life.    

     Application is very important.  This is where you can apply what God is saying to  

     your specific situation and see the impact it will make on your life.  Write down in 

     your notebook anything that comes to you.  Record how these insights apply to your 

     life.  This is called journaling the thoughts that God speaks to you and leads you to.

P  Pray - Finish your time in the Word with a thoughtful prayer to God.  Thank God  

      for speaking to you and helping you to apply what you have learned.

Memory Verse:  Matt. 7:24.  “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”
Additional Scriptures:  II Tim 3:16, II Peter 2:21, John 6:63, Matt. 7:24-25, Ps. 1:1-3, Ps 119

Recommended Reading – WHY> Daily Devotional, How To Read The Bible For All Its Worth  by Gordon Fee & Douglas Stewart

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.

Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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