COACH’S CORNER

WHY>
 Why The Conflict…Science and the Bible?  Part V 
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend February 23-24, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.  (See Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of February 25 – March 2, 2008 

Time Magazine once ran a cover story titled, “God Versus Science”.  This title makes it sound like there is a battle going on in the ring and the two are going at it head to head!  I propose the question, “Why does there have to be conflict between faith and science?  

· We Need SCIENCE And We Need FAITH 
Let’s first look at how science and faith relate to each other.  Has science done away with faith or do we need our faith more than ever before?  Mick Jaggar, the lead singer for the Rolling Stones, said in an interview, “I have a spiritual side.  Everyone has one.  It is whether they are going to lock it up or not.”  This spiritual side cannot be put in a test tube or on a slide under a microscope; yet, this spiritual side is very real.  We need our science and we need our faith.

There was a study that identified ten indicators that help you predict how kids are going to do when they get out of high school.  Which kids tend to have more success?   One of those ten indicators had to do with faith.  If they were a young person with faith involved in a community of faith, they tend to find more success in the future.  We need science and we need faith.  Einstein put it this way, “Science without religion is lame, and religion without science is blind.”   

1. When in your life have you been confused about the “contradictions” between science and faith? ____________________________________________________________

2. How did you respond to that confusion? ____________________________________


____________________________________________________________________ 
· Faith and Science can COMPLIMENT Each Other 
I have so much respect for scientists.  They have improved our way of life by producing vaccines to prevent diseases, taken us all the way to the moon, put us in touch with the world through the internet and brought us the greatest invention of all… the big screen television in high definition!  Science is really a complement to my faith.  The scientific mind and method can be seen as a gift of God.  Go back to the beginning of the scientific revolution and you will find leaders like Isaac Newton who were deeply committed to 
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faith.  Newton, who defined the law of gravity, said, “I have a fundamental belief in the Bible as the Word of God, written by those who were inspired.  I study the Bible daily.”  

There are men and women of science right now who are leaders in their field and it was their science that actually led to their faith.  For example, Rex Sandage is considered the leading observation cosmologist in the world.  He has spent his life staring into the most powerful telescopes on the planet.  Everyone knew him as an atheist.  But during his talk at a conference about the big bang, he told everyone he changed his position.  This scientist told his audience that he became a follower of Jesus!  That sent a real big bang through the audience! This is what he said; “It was my science that drove me to the conclusion that the world is much more complicated than can be explained by science.”  Here is a scientist that studies the heavens and he finally heard what they were saying.  The Bible says, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.” Psalm 19:1-2.  

1.
Think about a time when the earth and the heavens caused you to think and feel close to God.  Describe the experience. _________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

· Science Helps Us To Understand HOW the World Works – 
Faith Helps Us To Understand WHO Is At Work In The World 
 One thing that seems to come up when you talk about faith and science is the theory of evolution.  It continues to be a hot topic in our culture.  It’s worth noting that the “theory” is still a “theory”.  Scientists have trouble with it.  For example, a TV series on evolution ended with the commentator saying that all the data supports it, all the scientists support it and that the theory is pretty much a fact.  Well, a whole bunch of respected scientists who were not in agreement with this took out a two-page ad in a national magazine.  They wrote how they are skeptical that natural selection and random mutation can account for the complexity in our world.  They took a public stand and put their names at the bottom of the ad!  The television show had gone too far.  

We all know that things evolve within a species.  We all know plants and animals may change over time.  Even I have changed over time.  I have a furniture problem.  My chest has dropped into my drawers!  Things evolve within a certain species, but when you talk about everything you see in the world evolving from a primordial soup… there are big gaps… in the fossil records… things like the human eye are very complex… and science has not been able to get from no life to life.  The theory of evolution is still just a theory.

Science continues to work on the how and faith continues to work on the who.  The Bible is a book about God.  It talks about who started it all and how it began.  In the first book of the Bible it says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  In the last book of the Bible it says, “You created all things and by Your will they were created and 
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have their being.”  In the middle the Bible says, “By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command.”  The Bible says God is the one behind it all.

Consider one cell in the human body.  Did you know that it has more information written on it than all the volumes of an encyclopedia?  Just one cell!  When you see the written code that is on every human cell, you know there must be an author.  There is a God who is behind it all.  

If this is just the product of random chance, there is no meaning to life.  But, when there is a God who is behind it all, life has meaning.  We have been made by God and for God, so that we can love God, enjoy God and bring honor to Him.  The Bible say, “God is the one who made all thing and all things are for His glory.”  We need faith and we need science.

1. How does it help you to know, as Pastor Ken states, that science helps us know the HOW and faith helps us to know the WHO?  ________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2.
Ask God to give you His “scientific perspective” – knowledge and information 

about the universe and wisdom about which information and knowledge is truly important.  ___________________________________________________________

· Science Helps us to Know What We CAN Do  -
 Faith Helps Us To Know What We SHOULD Do 
Take for example a camera that you can connect with your computer.  Just recently I was here in San Jose and my friend lives in South Africa.  I was able to see him on my computer screen while we talked.  Technology shows us what we can do, faith shows us what we should do. What should we look at with these cameras?  Should we use this camera for internet porn?  

Faith is where we find our moral boundaries.  We need faith to shape our science.   Because we can do something doesn’t mean we should do something.  Consider the issue of cloning.  Most of us are familiar with the cloned sheep named Dolly.  We have cloned sheep, cows and pigs.  When it comes to human being, even if we could clone a human being, should we cone human beings?  It is our faith that helps us to wrestle and find answers to these complex questions.  We need science and we need faith.  Our faith helps us find strength and power to do what needs to be done. 

Science has done wondrous things with the human heart.  We have the technology to take the heart out of one body and put it in another body.  The heart transplant is a miracle of science.  In a recent paper there was an article about a man who had a heart transplant.  In Silicon Valley he was known as the heart man.   He ruined his heart through heavy smoking and drinking.  Since the heart transplant he would go around to schools bring his bad heart for the kids to see and tell them what can happen when you abuse your body.  He passed away a few years ago, but on occasion his wife will take his bad heart out and give the same presentation.  
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When this guy received a physical heart transplant, it was really this guy’s second heart transplant.  You see, he had come to Cathedral of Faith and he gave his heart to Christ.  Before he had a physical heart transplant, he had a spiritual heart transplant.  The Bible says, “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you.  I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”  That is the miracle of faith!  You see it over and over again whether it’s the husband, who changed his heart toward his wife, or employee about his workplace, or the man about his finances, etc.  God will change the angry heart into a patient heart, the proud heart into a humble heart, the bitter heart into a forgiving heart, the selfish heart into a servant’s heart, etc.  Science works one kind of miracle and faith works another kind of miracle.  

1.
What in your life can you point to that proves that faith really works?  ____________


____________________________________________________________________

2.
Do you need a faith transplant in your life?  Is so, what kind of heart transplant do you need? ____________________________________________________________ 

3.
Pray, give it over to God and open your heart to receive.  Journal here what you experienced.  _________________________________________________________

Small Group Discussion Questions
Share with your group…

Connection:  
· One thing you think science helps us with, that "faith alone" might not be able to bring about or explain,
· One thing, which your faith in God has given you, that “science alone”, could never give to you.

Reflection:  
· Think about Paul's claim in the Epistles that we can "see God" when we look at the heavens and the stars--where else do you think you can see God?

Understanding:

· How would you try to tell your son or daughter (e.g. if they were 10-12 years old) about how science and faith relate to each other?  

· What would be an easy (or easier) way to do this?

Application:  Share with your group…

· Think about an issue or area in your life where you are more prone to trust science over faith, or faith over science (e.g. the use of medicine to overcome illness):

· In what ways can you see God "using" science to carry out His will in the universe?  
· In what ways do you think that science (and our dependence on it) has made it difficult for modern men and women to believe in God?
Pray:

· Pray in your small group to become knowledgeable… informed Christians--scientifically up-to-date, but also spiritually mature.   
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Memory Verse:  Psalm 19:1-2.  “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.”

Additional Scriptures:  Ps. 19, Ps. 139, Gen. 1, Heb. 2:10-11, Col. 1:16-17, John 1:3, Heb. 11:3, Rev. 4:11, Ezek 36:26.

Recommended Reading – WHY> Daily Devotional, The Case For A Creator by Lee Strobel

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.

Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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