COACH’S CORNER

WHY>
 Why Jesus?  Part VI 
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend March 1-2, 2008 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small group.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you.  (See Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of March 3-9, 2008 

Did you know that the night before Jesus went to the cross, He had a round table discussion with His disciples about how a person makes it to heaven?  It’s a question all of us ask some time in our lives.   First He gives them a picture.  He says, “In my Father’s house are many rooms.  If it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going to prepare a place for you and if I go to prepare a place for you I will come back and take you to be with Me that you also may be where I am.”  John 14:2-4.  

Here we are given a picture of heaven and a room being especially prepared for you!.  Don’t we do the same similar thing when we are having a baby?  Don’t we prepare a special room?  

· A BOLD Claim  

Jesus then tells the disciples, you know how to get to heaven.  Thomas, one of the disciples, wants to make sure he knows the way.  At Thomas’ question, Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through Me.”  John 14:6.  This is a bold claim.  Others have said, “Follow me and I’ll show you the way”, but Jesus says, “I am the way!”  How do you find your way to God and to heaven?  You find your way by putting your trust in Jesus.    

1. What have you believed to be the way to heaven? ___________________________
· A TRUE Claim 
How do you know this claim is true?   The disciples were struggling to believe so Jesus reminded them of His miracles… opening blind eyes, unstopping deaf ears, healing lepers, causing the lame to walk and feeding the multitude with almost nothing.  Plus, He calmed the storm and walked on the water!  Jesus’ miracles were a little like a letter of authenticity.  

When I was growing up someone gave me a baseball autographed by Reggie Jackson.  I knew it was the real thing because they also gave me a letter of authenticity.  It verified that it was authentic.  The miracles the Jesus performed were like a letter of authenticity. In one place it says, “The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for Me.”  In another place He says, “Even though you do not believe Me, believe the miracles.”  Yet again Jesus says, “At least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.”  John 10:25, 38, 

Cathedral of Faith  - All rights reserved

and 14:11.  Yet, the most important miracle is the resurrection; the day He stepped out of the grave alive again.  No one else has made the claims and done the things Jesus has done.  That is why you can believe Him.  If you want to find your way to God and to heaven, you can believe Jesus.  He is who He says He is.
1.
When you think of Jesus’ statement, ”I am the Way, the Truth and the Life”, what strikes you as the greatest “proof” that this statement is accurate? _______________

____________________________________________________________________ 

· A LOVE Claim 
 If you asked people to give you their opinion of how to get to heaven, you will get all kinds of answers.  Some will say you just need to be a “good person”.  But, just how good to you need to be?  Are you good when you keep all the commandments or eight out of ten?  Others will say you need to be a “sincere person”.  Don’t you think the terrorist who flew planes into the buildings sincerely believed it was their ticket to heaven?  If that road does not take you there, are there other dead ends as well?  Still others say you just have to be a “religious person” to get to heaven.  But, which one should you choose… the one with one God, or many Gods, or that says God is everything, or that God is nothing, or that says that Satan is God, etc.?  Jesus helps us find the way in the middle of all the confusion.  He says, “I am the way.”  

1. In a society that believe in “many truth”, how can you go about sharing with others the “inconvenient truth” – that there is only One God, one Savior and One Way to Heaven?  _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

· A GRACE Claim
It is grace that has made the way!  There is a well-known woman named Kay Arthur who speaks to women around the world about the difference Jesus makes in her life.  When she was in her twenties, she struggled in a failing marriage.  Her husband was manic-depressive.  She got so frustrated she left him and began an affair with another married man.  Her husband found out and threatened to commit suicide if she didn’t stop.  Kay said, “Go ahead.  I can use the money.”  Her husband did kill himself.  One night everything came crushing down on Kay.  She felt like a failure as a wife, mother and human being.  She was so mad she said, “To hell with you God.”  Later it hit her.  God had done exactly that.  He went to hell for her.  Jesus died on the cross so He could say, “To Heaven with you!”  He loved enough to make a way.
When you put your faith and trust in Jesus, it is a little like a chair lift that comes and picks you up and takes you to the top of the mountain.  When you take the weight of your eternity and rest it on Jesus, He carries you to the top of the mountain.  He carries you to Heaven.

It is interesting that there is a story found in the Buddhist literature that is similar to the prodigal son story that Jesus says.  Both stories have a son who wants his inheritance and 
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goes off and spends it all and lives a terrible life style. In the Buddhist story when the son comes to his senses and goes home, the father accepts him to live forever as a slave.  In Jesus’ story, the father puts shoes on the son’s feet and a ring on his finger and a robe around his neck and throws a party.  It’s a sheer act of grace.  This is the main difference between the way of Jesus and the way of others.  Other religious systems want you to earn your way to heaven, but that’s not how it works.  Jesus sis the way and it is a way of grace!  When we get to heaven we won’t be saying, “Look what I did”, but rather, “Look what He did!”  Heaven is a free gift because of His love claim.

When you think abut His grace, you are so grateful, you want to live your life as one big thank you to Him.  Bono, a big rock star in the world, is a follower of Jesus who is doing a lot of good in the world helping the poor.  In an interview Bono said, “I am holding out for grace.  I am holding out that Jesus took my sins onto the cross because I know who I am and I hope I don’t have to depend on my own religiosity.”  If you’re looking for the way to heaven, believe Jesus.  He is the way!

1.
What about Kay Arthur’s story makes the power of Jesus so believable?  __________


________________________________________________________________

2.
What is it about your own personal story that will make Jesus believable to someone 


else?  

Do you want to get to know Jesus and believe Him?  Would you like to do that now?  Then pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
3.  Did you just pray this prayer to ask Jesus Christ to be your Savior?  If so, will you let 


me know by sending me an e-mail to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org?   _____________ 


_____________________________________________________________________

Small Group Discussion Questions
Share with your group…

Connection:  
· Share one thing [one idea, one story, one application] which "leaped out" at you during this week's sermon by Pastor Ken (hint: this sermon was about "why Jesus?" and Pastor Ken spoke about Jesus being "the Way, the Truth, and the Life").
Reflection:  
· Why do you think so many people in our society have trouble with the idea that there is "one way to heaven"?  Talk about some of the friends or family you know who think that this idea is "narrow" or antiquated.  What have you said to them?

Application:

· Think about the story Pastor Ken told about Kay Arthur (the woman whose husband committed suicide after discovering that she had had an affair).  When 
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have you felt like a failure---when has there been a time when you wondered whether even Jesus could  "save you"?  

· How did God redeem you from this time? (if you felt that He did).  

· Share with the group as much as you feel comfortable, about the circumstances from your life that have "driven" you to Jesus, and what the results have been for you in  following Him.  
Pray:

· Pray in your small group to forever grow a closer relationship with Jesus.    

 

Memory Verse:  John 14:6.  “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me’.”

Additional Scriptures:  John 14:1-6, John 3:18, John 8:24, John 1:1, Col. 1:16-17, Eph. 2:8-10, Titus 3:4-7, Acts 4:12, 

Recommended Reading – WHY> Daily Devotional, The Case For A Christ by Lee Strobel

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032

Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna.

Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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