COACH’S CORNER

7 Words that Will Change Your Life
Part III - Behold – John 19-25-27
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend March 16-22, 2009 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small groups.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study for the Week of March 14-15, 2009.  
We are looking at the seven statements recorded in the Gospels that Jesus made on the cross and how they can have a powerful impact on our lives.  Today we are going to look at a word that has to do with family. George Burns once said, “Happiness is having a large, loving, caring, close knit family in another city.”  Unfortunately, often times this is how we feel.
God wants to speak to us about our natural and spiritual family.   No parent wants to face what Mary faces at the cross.  She is going to have to bury her child.  Mary is standing looking up at her Son on the cross, when a word spoken to her when Jesus was a child becomes a reality.  “A sword will pierce your own soul too.”   Luke 2:35.  Her son is dying and she can do nothing about it.  All she can do is stand by her Son in a hostile environment.  There is a disciple standing with her named John.  All the other disciples said, “We’ll be there,” but when things got tough, they got going.  All of them ran away even John, but John turns back and comes to the cross.  What does that tell us?  No matter how far you have run and turned away, there is always room and time to come back to the foot of the cross. 

· If this is you, would you stop and tell Jesus you want to come back to Him right now? ______
___________________________________________________________________________

John, Jesus’ cousin, is standing by Mary. “When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to this mother, “Dear woman, behold your son,” and to the disciple, “Behold your mother”.  From that time on this disciple took her into his home.”  John 19:26-27.  How can that word speak to us about our family or change our sense of family? Consider three things.
1.

The PRIORITY of the family
One of the seven statements made from the cross is about family.  The family was there way back at the beginning even before there were teams, corporations, schools etc.  Family is the most basic social unit we have.  When sin enters the world it impacts the family and now all of our families are dysfunctional.  Yet, life works better when family works better.  Give your family the time, energy and work it needs. 
Jesus was born into and grew up in a family.  Jesus can redeem and restore our family.  Wisdom is to center your life and family around Him.  If you center your life on family, it will make your family worse.  It’s an interesting thing.  If you center your life on you spouse you will be emotionally dependent and controlling.  If you center your life on your children, you will try to live your life through your child until they resent you and will not have a life on their own. 

Jesus said that anyone who loves his father or mother, his sister or brother more than Him is not worthy of Him.  Matt. 10:37.  When you center your family around Jesus, your family will start to 
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work better.  It’s kind of like a 45 music record we use to play.  You wanted to make sure the 
record was centered on the record player or it would wobble and sound terrible.  The same thing happens with our families.  When we are not centered on Jesus, our family wobbles and makes a terrible sound.  When our family is centered on Jesus, it will start to sound and work better.  That’s what Jesus can do to the family.  I was thinking about one family that was coming apart.  They took their family to the foot of the cross and centered it around Jesus.  Jesus began to work on that family to restore and renew.  They learned how to serve together, forgive and work together.  God brought joy and peace back to that family.  This family said, “We don’t have a perfect family but it sounds a lot better because it is centered around Jesus”.
· Where specifically is your family not centered around Jesus? _________________________
_________________________________________________________________________​​_
· What steps can you take to readjust these areas of your family?  _______________________

__________________________________________________________________________
2.
The PRINCIPLE for the Family
Honor your father and your mother. Ex. 20:12.  Even with the weight of the salvation of the world on His shoulders, Jesus puts this principle into practice.  “Behold your son, behold your mother”.  Mary’s husband had passed away earlier.  Jesus is making sure His mother will be taken care of.  
How can you honor your mother and father? Some parents make it really tough to honor them!  When you can’t honor the person, you can honor the position!  Dr. Laura put it this way, “The commandment is not qualified… it does not mean honor only if it is pleasing for you to do so, honor only if the other person always reciprocates, honor only if the person is perceived as deserving… the commandment says, just do it.”
Look for ways to practice that principle of honoring your father and mother.  What would it look like this week if you were young?  You may practice it by obeying your parents.  When older, expressing appreciation and when they get older practice it by taking care of them.  
Good thing happen when you honor your father and mother.  There is a group of people in Costa Rica who have the longest life span out of every other group.  Many live into their 90s on a regular basis.  One of the factors has to do with a strong sense of honor in the family.  When parents are old, there’s a lot of support by children and grandchildren.  This is a part of the promise in Ephesians 6:2-3, “Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise-- "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."
Here’s something to think about.  
· How can you put this principle of honoring your parents into practice this week? _________

__________________________________________________________________________
3.
The EXPANSION of the Family
Family is larger than our immediate family when you come to Jesus at the foot of the cross.  That’s the kind of thing that happens when people get married.  The family gets expanded.  The word at the cross, “Behold”, speaks of a deeper spiritual reality.  At the cross, your family expands with new spiritual sisters and brothers and moms and dads!  All of us are in the same basket of Jesus’ family!
John 1:12 says, “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in his name, He gave the right to become children of God.”  You are a part of this great big spiritual family!   In the Body
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of Christ there are different ethnic, educational, giant and dodger fans, upper class, middle and lower class…all a part of one big family of God!  I want you to get an idea of how special it is to be a part of this spiritual family.  This is one of the perks Jesus points out.  Jesus says that it is a perk now and also in the long haul when we enter eternity.  You become a part of a big spiritual family. Whatever you lose, you receive back a hundred times much in this present age, brothers, sister, mothers and children.  Mark 10:30.  
I hope that gets a hold of your heart causing you to go deeper with your spirit family.  One family at the church, the Garcia family, talks about being a blended family.  They have been a part of the church for the last few years and joined a small group.  It helped them to be together as a blended family and

“We have the greatest time with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  It has allowed us to understand even more the love of God expressed through them.”  What a perk to be connected to God and this spiritual family!
Open your heart to God and get a new vision of your natural and your spiritual family.  Jesus has the power to make all things new.  

· Who do you consider your spiritual family?  _______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

· What kind o perks do you see having a spiritual family? ______________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
_ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
· Have you asked Jesus to forgive you for your wrong doing and invite Him to become the manager of your life?  You can today.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.
“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  

That’s fabulous!  This is the greatest decision you will ever make in your life!  
· Did you pray that prayer today?  If so, would you please send me an e-mail letting me know to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org? 
Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:    

· Who do you consider your spiritual family and what perks do you enjoy?
Reflection: 
· Where specifically is your natural family not centered around Jesus? What steps can you take to readjust these areas of your family?  
Application: 
· How can you put the principle of honoring my parents into practice this week? 

Pray: 

· Pray for one another that each would embrace the priority, principle and expansion of family. 
Memory Verse:  “Yet to all who receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.”  John 1:12
Additional Scriptures:  Mark 7:13, Ex. 20:12, Matt. 10:37, Luke 2:35; John 7:5, Mark 10:30, John 1:12
Cathedral of Faith  - All rights reserved 
Recommended Reading: The Gift of Honor by Gary Smalley and No Wonder They Call Him  Savior  by Max Lucado
SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032
Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. - Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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