COACH’S CORNER

7 Words that Will Change Your Life
Part VI – Paradise Luke 23:33-43
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend April 4-5, 2009 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small groups.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study for the Week of April 6-12, 2009.  
We are looking at the seven statements recorded in the Gospels that Jesus made on the cross and how they can have a powerful impact on our lives.  Paradise…is there such a thing as life after death?  If you ask around, you will find out that there are all kinds of different thoughts.  You will run into people like Ted Turner, a powerful man in his industry.  When it comes to the afterlife, Ted Turner thinks this is a bunch of superstition.  Once in a while you bump into people like that.  They think that when your heart stops pumping and your brain stops functioning, it’s over!  Ten percent of the people believe this way.
Them you bump into someone like George Clooney.  He says that he isn’t sure.  He doesn’t know what to think.  This is what George Clooney said when an uncle close to him died.  “I don’t know if I believe in heaven or even God, but my uncle might be somewhere watching me.”  Survey shows that 10% of the people are like George Clooney.  They are not sure what to think.


Then you have people like one of the thieves on the cross.  Church tradition says his name is Dimas.  If you ever drove through San Dimas, it is named after St. Dimas.  Here’s this thief on the cross and he knows at any moment he is going to die.  He is coming to the end of his life and he talks about his future!  He says, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.”  Dimas believes there is something more.  Like this thief, 60% of medical doctors believe there is life after death.  There are basically three distinct categories; those who don’t believe in the afterlife, those who are uncertain about the after life and those who know there is an afterlife!  Which category would you put yourself in?  

The way you think about this is so very important because it will affect the way you live.  An article in US News and World Report, entitled, “Is There Life After Death?” identifies fifteen million people who had a near death experience.  They have gone out and came back.  These experiences radically changed their lives…alcoholics became dry, criminals began serving others and atheists believed in God!  The article says, “Most near death survivors say they don’t think there is a God, they know!”  

The way you think about life after death and if there is a God you will meet, it will have a profound influence on the way you live today.  

1.
From this word, we learn that there is LIFE AFTER DEATH
That brings us to the word we hear from the cross.  Luke 23:43.  Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”  Jesus says to the thief, “Yes, we are going to 
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be dead and buried at the end of the day, but there is something else beyond this life.  Today, you will be with Me in paradise.”  There is such a thing as life after death.  Jesus declares it and His words are reliable and dependable.  God raised Jesus from the death to prove that His words are true.  We have the promise of paradise that Jesus gives us.

· There are basically three distinct categories; those who don’t believe in the afterlife, those who are uncertain about the after life and those who know there is an afterlife!  Which category would you put yourself in?  ____________________________________________

2.
From this word, we learn that there are TWO BASIC OPTIONS that you have
All of us have questions about what is it really going to be like.  Jesus tells us everything we need to know about two options.  When you die, you are going to go somewhere and there are two places you can go.  The first place is paradise.  “Today you will be with Me in paradise.”  The word “paradise” has a Persian background and in that day it spoke about a beautiful garden surrounded by walls.  If you have ever been inside of a beautiful garden, you are overwhelmed by its beauty.  Jesus gives this thief a picture of a garden.  He says that we are on our way to a place of beauty; to a garden.  
Do you remember where life started?  It started in a garden.  When things went wrong we had to leave the garden.  Every thing that has been lost, Jesus is going to restore.  We are on our way to paradise.  The best thing about being in the garden is that today, you will be with ME!  The most beautiful one in the garden is Jesus.  We are going to be with and walk and talk and worship Him.  This is where we are headed.  The best part of paradise is the person you are going to be with.  It’s Jesus.  Jesus says, “Today you are going to be with me in paradise.”  

Jesus says, “When you die you are going somewhere”.  It boils down to two options.  You can either be in the garden, heaven, or outside the garden, hell.   Jesus talked about the reality of Hell.  If there is such a place a called paradise, then there is such a place called Hell.  Jesus doesn’t want anyone to end up out outside the garden.  That’s what Easter is all about.  Jesus died on the cross so everyone can be in the garden with Him.  That’s how much He loves us.  If a person digs in their heels and says, “I don’t want to be connected with you Jesus”, ultimately Jesus lets them have what they want.  

· We are confronted with these two choices.  “When your time is done, do you want to be on your way to paradise to live with Him? ___________________________________________
3.
From this word, we learn about the WAY THAT YOU GET INTO PARADISE
How do you get into the garden; to paradise?  You don’t want to get this answer wrong!  You want to make it right.  Allen Iverson, the basketball player said of heaven, “Before I die I want to know that is where I am going.   I don’t want to have to guess I want to be sure”.  You can be sure if you do what the thief on the cross did.  The thief looked “at” Jesus and then he looked “to” Jesus.  When you put your faith and trust in Jesus, you are on your way to paradise.

There was another thief hanging on the cross.  Both thieves looked at Jesus.  They both had the same opportunity and exposure, but only one looked to Jesus and put his trust in Jesus.  What a leap of faith!  Dimas looks at Jesus.  They only throne he had is a cross, the only scepter is nails, and the only crown is thorns.  Dimas takes a leap of faith and says, “Remember me when you come into your Kingdom.”  He looked at Jesus and then to Jesus and put his trust and faith in Jesus.    That’s how you make it into paradise.

Some people get things turned around.  Some people think you have to work your way in or up to 
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heaven.  There was nothing this thief could do from this cross. Every other religion in the world says you work your way up or into heaven.  The only thing he could do was to look to the mercy and grace of Jesus.  The thief says that is enough for me.  We won’t get to heaven and say, “Look what I did, but look what Jesus did!”

Paradise.  It’s an amazing thing to see how much you mean to God.  We are so use to being loved conditional in our culture.  Your sales manager loves you as long s you hit your quota, your coach as long as you score, your banker as long as you make payments or publisher as long as you crank out those best sellers.  People love winners and achievers.  There is nothing wrong with achieving, or winning.  Some of you think, if I can just do this or that, then Jesus will love you.  No!  Jesus loves you right where you are not because of what you can do.  What did the thief on the cross do for Jesus?  Nothing!  Yet, Jesus loves the thief and says, “Today you will be with Me in paradise.”
There was a little boy who had a birthday so he picked up his buddies and went to the carnival.  His Dad said, “You have to have tickets to go on the rides”.  Ever time they got to a ride the Father would give them a ticket.  Five hands go up and five tickets would be given out over and over.  At the end of the day the Father sees six hands and asks, “Who are you?”  The boy replied, “I’m your son’s new friend.   He said if I was his friend that you would give me a ticket.”  

If you are a friend of the Son you get a ticket from the Father.  That’s how it works in the Kingdom of God.    You will get your ticket to paradise.  

Do you have your ticket to paradise today?  Life on earth is great.  Jesus gives us a great life here on earth, but life goes by and in a moment, you can be in eternity.  If you don’t have your ticket, I don’t want you … This is not to scare you, but, reality with the way life works.  I talked to a great guy who said his sister was driving her motorcycle down the road and hit a truck that stopped and she is in eternity.  One moment she’s driving down the road and the next moment she’s in eternity.  Fortunately, she had looked at Jesus and to Jesus.  That moment Jesus’ promise became very real to her, “Today you will be with Me in paradise.”  Knowing how uncertain life is, I want you to make sure you have your ticket.  I want you to know that you don’t have to base your ticket on good works or this hunch or that guess.  The words of Jesus are reliable.  You may say you don’t know much about Jesus.  How much did the thief know?  He knew enough to trust him.  

· You can receive your ticket from the Father by praying this prayer and meaning it with all your heart.
“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  

That’s fabulous!  This is the greatest decision you will ever make in your life!  
· Did you pray that prayer today?  If so, would you please send me an e-mail letting me know to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org? 
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Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:    

· There are basically three distinct categories; those who don’t believe in the afterlife, those who are uncertain about the after life and those who know there is an afterlife!  Which category would you put yourself in? 
Reflection: 
· We are confronted with two choices; paradise or heaven and outside of paradise or hell.  “When your time is done, do you want to be on your way to paradise to live with Him?
Application: You can receive your ticket from the Father by praying this prayer and meaning it with all your heart.
“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
Pray: 

· Pray for one another to accept Christ’s invitation to receive their ticket to paradise from the Father.
Memory Verse:  “Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me in paradise.”  Luke 23:43.
Recommended Reading: Heaven by Don Piper 

SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032
Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. - Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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