COACH’S CORNER

COMMUNITY
Making Space For One Another – Part 1
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend September 5-6, 2009 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small groups.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study for the Week of September 7-13, 2009
John 13:34-35. “A new commandment I give you, love one another as I
have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will
know that you are my disciple if you love one another.”
Church should be a place of community, fellowship, acceptance and encouragement.  Here at the Cathedral of Faith we provide plenty of opportunities for this.  During this message series we will focus on how to be in God’s will for our lives by welcoming, accepting, building up and serving one another.  Remember, there can be no “community” without “u”!  Let’s get started.
When you study the Bible you find all of these, “one another” statements.   Have you noticed in Home Depot or other stores the different welcome mats?  You can go on line and buy welcome mats.  Here’s a few that were funny.  “Ask not who the dog barks for, it barks for me.   Welcome friends, relatives by appointment.   Come back with a warrant.”  The mat in front of my door says simple, “WELCOME”.  We are to extend the welcome mat to one another.  There’s something about the principle of welcoming.  I came across a study.  When someone is visiting the church for the very first time, they make a decision if they will return to the church again in the first 7 minutes or 420 seconds they are there.  They decide about coming back before they hear the music or the message.  They pick up the spirit of the place and discover if they feel welcome.  That’s a pretty huge thing.  
Think about a moment in your life and you felt welcome.  You stepped into a place and you felt  valued and it felt so good.  Think of another place you went to and you didn’t feel welcome.  That place was cold as ice. You couldn’t wait to leave; make like a train and leave or a banana and split.  Bad joke!  You know the difference between feeling welcome and not feeling welcome.  
The way we treat people is such a huge deal in the Scripture.  How would you graph out your spiritual maturity?  It’s a good thing to come to church, to say your prayers every night and read your Bible, but that’s not how you measure your spiritual maturity.   Jesus said the way you measure your spiritual maturity is how you treat others.  John 13:34-35 says, “A new command-ment I give you, love one another as I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciple if you love one another.”  The way we treat other people is a huge deal.  I want to develop three ways how we can extend a welcome mat.  
1. GREET ONE ANOTHER
Principle Things / Cultural Things

Roman 16:16.  “Greet one another with a holy kiss.”  What does this verse mean and how do we put it into practice?  When you read the Bible you will find principle things and cultural things.  
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The kissing thing is a cultural thing.  Back in that day they would greet one another with a kiss.  Today there are still places in the world where they greet one another this way.  Here in the Raider Nation, we greet differently; maybe it’s a hand shake or a hug or a fist to fit.  Add a nod with the fist to fist and you really have it going!  
Whatever the cultural thing might be, don’t miss the importance of the principle of looking someone in the eye and giving them a great big greeting.  Greeting involves meaningful touch.  We live in Silicon Valley where it is high tech and low touch.  We connect with people in cyber space and never see them face to face.  That is not a healthy thing.  There are many studies showing you the importance of meaningful touch.  One UCLA study reported that every person needs about 10 meaningful touches a day to remain healthy. Have you ever been in a tough place and someone comes up and gives you a big hug that lifts your spirit?  How the Holy Spirit uses that meaningful touch!  When you add a name to your meaningful touch it is all the better.

Everyone in service wore a name tag when I preached this message to emphasize how important names are.  We can say, “Hi bro,” or “See you later bro”, but to know somebody’s name takes on an even greater greeting.  Dale Carnegie once said, “A person’s name is to that person the sweetest and most important sound in any language.”  How do you feel when someone speaks your name, looks you in the eye and gives you a hug? The book of Romans is the most profound theological book in the Bible.  If you jump into Romans to swim, no matter how far your go you will not reach the bottom.  This masterpiece is wrapped up by Paul in the last chapter greeting people by their name.  He said, “Greet Amlias, Mary, Typhena, Tryphosa, Urbane, Asyncritus, Phlegon, Herman, etc.”  There’s something about the importance of a name.  When you look someone in the eye, give them a big hug, call them by their name, it’s the sweetest sound they can hear.   Put this into practice everywhere…in the restaurant, at school, even in church.
· Think back to a time when you felt really welcome.  What was it like? __________________
___________________________________________________________________________

· Think back to a time when you did not feel welcome at all!  What was it like? ____________
___________________________________________________________________________

· Who will you purpose to greet by name with a smile and a hug? _______________________

2. Show HOSPITALITY To One Another
The word hospitality is made up of two words…
PHILO/XENIA or LOVE/ STRANGERS

It means love and strangers or the love of strangers…the love of people who are not normally in our circle.  We have a circle of those we hang with.  There’s nothing wrong with having circles.  At the heart of hospitality, we make our circle a little bigger.  We create space in that circle and in our heart to be open and kind to people.  When you do, the Bible says, you may be surprised.
Heb. 13:2 says, “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels unaware.

Abraham and Sarah had three guests come by.  They invite them to stop, eat and shoot the breeze.  All of a sudden one stranger says to them, “You are an older couple.  That’s true, but the child you are waiting for, you will have it next year.”  Abraham and Sarah recognize these are not ordinary visitors.  When you open up that circle, you never know who is going to show up.

I am not sure if we have ever had angels in our house, but I will tell you what has happened.  When we opened our circle, those who came to our home for us to bless ended up contributing something so special to our lives!  Open your circle to the guy at school, the new person working 
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at the office or the new neighbor on the block.  Bake cookies, invite someone new into your small group…doing something so radical it blows your mind   
Pastor Rick and Linda Robinson have such a giving heart.  One family going through divorce were having a bad time.  The dad kicked his daughter out of the house and she ended up making some bad choices.  Pastor Rick and Linda opened up their circle.  She came and lived with them for 7 months and God did a miracle in that daughter’s life.  Read what she says about the experience.
“Living with the Robinsons was such a blessing to me.  They welcomed me into their home showing me God love when it felt like no one else wanted me  I thank God every day for placing them in my life because I would not be where I am today if it wasn’t for them.”
· What is the number one reason why you hesitate to open up your circle?  ________________
· Who can you open up your circle to and what will that connection look like? 

3.    ACCEPT One Another  
Have you noticed the arms of Jesus that reach out on the sculpture in front of the church?  They are not crossed or at His side, but they are reaching out and receiving us just as we are.  He accepts us just as we are.  This use to make the religious leaders mad because their arms were crossed in a sign of closing out people, but Jesus’ arms were outstretched receiving them.

Luke 15:2 says, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”    They meant it as a put down, but He received it as a compliment.  He accepts us just as we are.  That’s the kind of thing that should happen in church.  We need to learn to accept each other just as we are.  Jesus will do the transforming if we will do the accepting.  Some times it can be hard because we get these two ideas confused.  
ACCEPTING/APPROVING.
We tend to think, “If I accept them then I approve them.”  No, they are not the same thing.  Jesus accepts you even though He knows you.  Let’s be honest..  We know our issues, our struggles and our junk!  I know mine.  A woman told her husband she was bringing home a monkey.  When he asked if the money would sit with them at dinner, she said, “Yes”.  When he asked her if the money would sleep with them in their bed, she said, “Yes”.  The husband said, “What about the stink.?”  The wife said, “Well, I got use to you and the money will too.”  When we look at our lives, some of the stuff we see doesn’t smell too good.  Jesus accepts us just as we are even though He doesn’t approve what we do.  I’ve been in church all my life and the church hasn’t done a very good job with that.  

A buddy of mine brought someone to church whose hair was long and the church didn’t receive him very well.  You can find many reasons to reject people, but you only need one reason to accept a person.  Jesus accepts us and we can accept one another.  At this church, we are going to accept you as you are.  You may have long, short hair or no hair, but we are going to accept you.
· What is it about the principle of accepting versus approving that is difficult for you?  ______ __________________________________________________________________________

· Which relationship is the hardest for you to put this principle into practice?  _____________   ___________________________________________________________________________ 
· How does Jesus’ acceptance of you despite your flaws help you to accept the person whose behavior you cannot approve? __________________________________________________ 
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Christ Your Personal Savior?
Have you made a decision to receive what Jesus did for you when He died in your place on the 
cross?  Pray this prayer and meaning it with all your heart.  This is the greatest decision you will ever make in your life!  
“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry 
for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.” 
· Did you pray that prayer today?  If so, would you please send me an e-mail letting me know to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org? 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection: 
· Think back to a time when you felt really welcome.  What was it like?
Reflection: 
· What is the number one reason why you hesitate to open up your circle?  
Application: 
· How does Jesus’ acceptance of you despite your flaws help you to accept the person whose behavior you cannot approve? 
Pray: 

· Pray and ask Jesus to help us to fully welcome others.
Memory Verse:  John 13:34-35.  “A new command-ment I give you, love one another as I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciple if you love one another.” 

Recommended Reading: Building Up One Another by Gene Getz, Love, Acceptance and Forgiveness by Jerry Cook
SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032
Pastor Ken’s message is available on CD and DVD and can be purchased at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. 
Pastor Ken’s Blog at www.cathedraloffaith.org
Add as Friend:  Be our friend on Facebook…search Cathedral of Faith
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