COACH’S CORNER

The Cradle That Rocked the World!
Part 1 – Luke 2:8-14
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend December 5-6, 2009 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small groups.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study for the Week of December 7-13, 2009
Luke 2:10. “And the angel said unto them, Be not afraid; for behold, 

I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all the people.”
Celebrate.  That’s what we do during this time of the year.  Think about the fact that you can go to every corner of the world and find people celebrating Jesus’ birthday!  Sometimes we talk about rocking the cradle, but that cradle of Jesus has truly rocked the world.  If on the day He was born an opinion poll was taken to see if Caesar or Jesus would make the biggest difference in history, who would win…Caesar, who overcame the world or this baby born to this lowly peasant girl?  There’s no contest. Caesar wins hands down.  And yet, when Time magazine names the most influential person they say, “The single most powerful figure in all of human history has been Jesus.  A serious argument can be made that no one else’s life has proved remotely as powerful and enduring.”  Sometimes we talk about rocking the cradle, but that cradle rocked the world! 

The birth of Jesus split history in two; BC and AD.  It changed how we track history.  Every time you write down your birthday, you are stating that you are born so many years after the birth of Christ.  You may not be a religious person, but when you tell someone about your birthday, you are defining who you are by who He is.  Your birthday is set by His birthday.  Jesus has an amazing impact on our culture.

As we think of celebration, I want to look at the words of the angels to the shepherds.  We find an angel shows up and in his words we find three different ways this cradle can rock your world.  We are going to look at the first way it can rock your world.  Luke 2:8-10.  There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  And angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  
1.
The CRADLE will ROCK your WORLD with CELEBRATION
In Rick Warren’s book, The Purpose of Christmas Rick tells about how as a toddler he asked his family to throw a party.  They started a tradition that every year they get a cake and they have a birthday party for Jesus.  The world celebrates the biggest birthday party in the world.

There’re smiles, laughter and rejoicing at a party.  The angel says you will have good news of great joy.  The word great comes from the word MEGA.  In our culture we say there are mega bits, mega sales, etc.  When you say mega joy, the birthday of Jesus moves our soul up to mega joy.  It’s a time to celebrate.  
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Some people get it mixed up.  They think if you give your life over to Jesus it will take away your joy.  You get baptized in lemon juice and you come out a stick in the mud.  Nothing can be farther from the truth. Jesus gives you true, lasting mega joy.  That’s what we have at Christmas.
John 15:11 says, “You will be filled with my joy; yes your joy will overflow.”  Here’s the announcement…We bring good news of great joy.  Can you use a little more joy at this season?  If your joy meter is running low, bring your life back to that nativity and allow Jesus to restore your joy so you can have a spring in your step, a sparkle in your eye and a smile on your face.

Keep that joy connected to the good news.  If you disconnect from the good news, you lose the reason for the season.  There are more parties thrown at this time of the year than any other time.  There will be all kinds of parties, but many forget and ignore whose party it is.  If you miss the good news of the birth of Jesus, then you miss the great joy that comes along with it.  If you keep the good news at the center of your celebration then you will have great joy in your celebration… even when you are walking through hard times, there is still room for great joy!  

I was reminded this when I saw a documentary about some refugees from Sudan who came over to the US.  They were talking about Christmas in a barren refugee camp.  They still found room for joy.  We celebrate the good news that joy to the world, the Lord is come.

Let’s have an interactive moment even though you are where you are doing this Coach’s Corner.  Get a big smile on your face and a big sparkle in your eyes, lift your head and praise Him that He, God stepped down from heaven and became a real flesh and blood baby.  We bless Your name.  We rejoice in you.  Hallelujah.  Praise your name Lord, we honor You.  We glorify You.  

· Will you purpose to keep the good news of Jesus’ birth at the center of your Christmas celebration? _______   What can you do to safeguard any leaks? ______________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. CELEBRATE the fact that because of the BIRTH of JESUS, we can know what God is really LIKE
Col. 1:15.  “He is the visible image of the invisible God.”  Don’t let this pass you by.  How powerful it is especially in our culture that we are given an accurate picture of God.  We don’t have to be in the dark to know who God is and what He is like.  George Harrison, a member of the Beetle, was interviewed by Rolling Stone before he died.  He said, “The most important thing in life is to figure out why we are here and what we are here for.  Everything in life can wait, but the search for God cannot wait.”  

The most important deal in life is our search for God and yet in our culture it is so confusing.  I got on my computer and typed in God.  There are almost 59 million web sites that you can go to see what they say about God.  It fills your head and it can get confusing.  The most important search in my life and it can get so confusing, you feel like you are stumbling in the dark. 

Because of the birth of Jesus, we have the light.  “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.”  Is. 9:2.  On the big issue of life, our search for God, this is the good news of Christmas.  Look at the light and you can know what God is like.  You can look at other places like creation and see the power of God, or look at the mind and you can see the morality of God.  But, if you want the best picture of what God is like, look at and follow the light.  John 1:18.  “No one has ever seen God, the only Son, who is truly God and is closest to the Father, has 
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shown us what God is like.” That is the good news of Christmas.  Good news leads to great joy

· What specifically about Jesus shows you what God is like? ___________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
3.    CELEBRATE the fact that because of the BIRTH of JESUS we can know we are 

       LOVED by God
Let this get a hold of your spirit.  How important is that?  We are loved by God.  That message never gets old to me.  The most famous Scripture is John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting life.”  The nativity story is the greatest love story that has ever been told.  This is how much you matter to God.  The son of God stepped down from heaven and became a flesh and blood baby.  

Most religions do not speak of a god of love.  Take for example, Buddhism that has great teaching about serving and sacrifice, but when it comes to their concept of god, there is no personal god. They don’t teach about a god of love because you have to have a person to give and receive love.  The idea that god is love is foreign to the major religions of the world.  
In the Bible you find that love is so much a part of His character and nature.  The Bible even says that God IS love. It is His essence.  The clearest reflection of His love is seen in the person of Jesus when He is born, dies and is raised from the dead.  I John 4:9 says, “God showed His love for us when He sent His only Son into the world to give us life.”
What an amazing love we find.  In our culture we are so use to being loved by what we do or perform.  Your bank loves you as long as you keep making the mortgage payment, your coach as long as you make touchdowns, Santa as long as nice is longer than naughty, or your boss as long as you work.   With God, His love is even better than the love of Santa.  God loves us because of who He is.  It is His character and His nature.  He loves us during our good, bad, or hard times.  He’ll never leave or forsake us.  He knows all about us and still He loves us.  You can be secure by that love.  You will never be separated from that love.

“Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death?... No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love.  No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:35-39.
Will you look at the nativity and allow His love to take hold of your heart all over again?  I had a psychologist teacher who said, “The greatest healing a person can have is to know in your mind and heart that God really loves you.”  The longer I live; I see what the love of God can do to a human life.   It can calm the fears you have, lift up your self esteem, take away the hurt of a painful past, and heal that ache of a lonely heart.

St. Augustine said, “God loves each one of us as if there was only one of us.”  Can you see His love reaching out to you right now through this Coach’s Corner?  Let Him love you all over 
again. When you come to the nativity, the good news is there is great love and great joy.  
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A young lady had to have a tumor removed from her face.  They cut a nerve and it left her face twisted.  “Will I be like this always?” she asked.   The doctor said, “Yes.”  The husband twisted his lips to the shape of her lips and kissed her to let her know she will always be loved.  

Go to the nativity.  God loves you so much He twists himself and comes to us in a tiny manger and then twists Himself again onto the cross of Calvary.  God wants you to know just how much you mean to Him today.  Celebration … good news of great love leads to great joy.  There is a seat for you at the party today with your name on it.  God wants you to know him and experience His joy at Christmas.  
· Will you go to the nativity and let that love of God take hold of your heart all over again?  _____.  What do you sense right now in making this decision?  ________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
· Perhaps you say that you need to make what Jesus did for you count.  You need to make Him your Savior and the manager of your life.  Do you want to put Jesus front and center in your life?  If that’s you would you please pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart?  

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry 
for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in 

my life to direct me.” 
Did you pray that prayer today?  If so, would you please send me an e-mail letting me know?  Send it to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.  I will receive it.
Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection: 
· Will you purpose to keep the good news of Jesus’ birth at the center of your Christmas celebration? What can you do to safeguard any leaks?
Reflection: 
· What specifically about Jesus shows you what God is like?
Application: 
· Will you go to the nativity and let that love of God take hold of your heart all over again?
Pray: 

· Pray that God’s Spirit will give you an understanding of celebrating Jesus at Christmas.
Memory Verse:  Luke 2:10. “And the angel said unto them, Be not afraid; for behold, 

I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all the people.”

Recommended Reading: The Purpose of Christmas by Rick Warren
SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032
Pastor Ken’s message is available on CD and DVD and can be purchased at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. 
Pastor Ken’s Blog at www.cathedraloffaith.org
Add as Friend:  Be our friend on Facebook…search Cathedral of Faith
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