COACH’S CORNER

FACEBOOK
How Knowing Jesus Changes Your Life – Part 3
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend June 12-13, 2009 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small groups.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study for the Week of June 14-20, 2009
Ephesians 2:11-22  
Facebook.  It is a phenomenon that is sweeping our culture in the last two years.  There are over 200 million people on Facebook around the world.  You create a profile and it tells other people this is who I am and this is what I am like.  Your pictures and birth date are some of the profile information you put on Facebook.   Did you know that there is over 14 million photos uploaded everyday on Facebook?  
In our Facebook series, we are looking at how knowing Jesus changes your profile. When you become a follower of Jesus, how does this change your profile?   So log onto Facebook and let’s get ready to make some amazing changes in our profile because we follow Jesus.  In Ephesians 1 we are going to look at four profile changes that take place when you become a follower of Jesus.
1. We Have a NEW CITIZENSHIP 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people…”   Eph. 2:19.  
I have my passport.  It has in it my picture, my name and on the outside it tells which country I am from.  I am a citizen of the United States of America.  When you become a follower of Jesus, it’s a little bit like Jesus gives you a new passport with your name on it.  You have a new country.  You have a new citizenship.  You have bowed your knee to God and He says, “Here’s your new passport”.  We praise God for that citizenship.

If you want to look at the main message of Jesus, you will find that He talked more about the Kingdom of God than anything else!   He spoke about the rights and responsibility of being a citizen.  Jesus said the Kingdom is in your reach.  Or, “The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  Matt. 4:7.  This passport to be a citizen in the Kingdom is at hand.  You can reach out today and take hold of your citizenship and claim your rights as a citizen of the Kingdom of God.  Did you know you have rights as a citizen of the Kingdom of God?  One of those rights is a level of protection.  You have a spirit enemy that is going to attack your health, finances, family and your emotions.  But, when you are a citizen of the Kingdom and you bring your life before God saying, “You are my King,” God is going to protect you.  He will jump in the fight and fight for you bringing the resources of the Kingdom to wage that battle.  Psalm 91:11 says, “There are angels and demons.” They exist and He will order His angels to protect you.

Take hold of your responsibilities as a citizen of the kingdom.  Some of those responsibilities are to work and pray.  Matt. 6:10 says, “You kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in 
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Heaven.”  So when you are a citizen of the kingdom your responsibility is to work and pray that God’s kingdom would come and be done.  Work and pray that the integrity of this King would be present where you work, His compassion present for the poor, His joy present in your heart, and His love present in your home.  If everyone lived in this manner, our cities would look 
more like the Kingdom of God.  You are a citizen of the Kingdom of God.  Do you know who you are?  Make a change in your profile that you are a citizen of the Kingdom of God.
· How real is the Kingdom of God to you? _________________________________________
· As a citizen with rights in the Kingdom of God, how have you personally experienced protection? _________________________________________________________________

2.    We Have a NEW FAMILY
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household…”    Eph. 2:19.  
You are members of God’s family.  I read this week about the record for one lady, Mrs. Feodor Vassilyev giving birth to the most children ever; over 60!  That’s remarkable, but I know someone who has more children than that.  She only has two biological children, but I have lost count of how many people call her mom.  She’s a spiritual mom to them.  It’s my mom, Shirley.  When you meet Jesus, He changes your profile and you get this great big family of spiritual brothers and sisters, sons and daughters and moms and dads.  John 1:12 says, “To those who receive Him, to those who believe in Him name, He gave the right to become the family of God.”  “You were formed for God’s family” is the way Rick Warren puts it.  The family of God is a tremendous family.  Face book has 200 million members.  Yet, there are two billion members in this spiritual family around the world.  It’s a great big broad family.  I found in my life that the deeper I go with my spiritual family, the stronger I get.  Together we truly are strong.  

Let me describe this concept.  There are these trees that are pretty high and wide, but they don’t have very deep roots.  The reason these trees don’t fall when the high winds come is that their roots are interconnected.  That’s what I’ve found when it comes to the family of God.  Some times the winds are so strong that you think you are going to fall, but with the interconnection of your spiritual family, you will bend, but won’t break.  Your sister and brother help give you strength and praise to God we are stronger together than we are by ourselves.  I want to challenge you to go deeper with your spiritual family.  Maybe you will do what one person did.  She moved here from the Middle East and has no family.  Her name is Natasha.  She found her way here, got involved serving, met a lot of people and God has been working in her and through her.  This is what she says, “It’s so great.  I have my church family.  I love my church family.”  Natasha.  

Your profile changes when you become a follower of Jesus.  You have a new citizenship and a new family.
· How has the family of God been there for you? ____________________________________
· How have you been there for someone else in the family of God?  _____________________
__________________________________________________________________________
3.    We Are Part of a NEW TEMPLE
And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.”.  Eph. 2:22.  
Back in the first century they had these two famous temples.  One was a Jewish temple in the city of Jerusalem and one was a pagan temple in the city of Ephesus.  Many thought that this was where God lived and if you wanted to have an encounter with Him, you would go to one of these two temples.  The writer of Ephesians makes a radical statement.  When you know Jesus, you 
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don’t go to a temple; you are a place where God dwells in you.  Let that get a hold of you today.  When you look at yourself in the mirror, what’s looking back at you?  Don’t look in the mirror and say, “I am God.”  We are not God.  God’s Spirit comes to dwell on the inside of you.  That is a powerful thing to think about.  When you think that you house the Spirit of God.  You are like a temple; you are like a church.  In fact, I have a little model church in my office.  When you think about church you think about going to a building.  That’s a good thing to do and a good place to go.  People who attend church are less depressed than people you didn’t attend church.  Studies have proved this.  
The Bible also says that we don’t just go to church, but we are the church.  Think about that. You can walk with Him and talk with Him and enjoy His power and His presence.  You can cry together and laugh together.  You can have church all week long.  Everywhere you go you can experience God. God dwells in you and with you.  If this gets into your heart, it will change you.  

The Bible does says in I Cor. 3:16, “Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?”   We do things outside the church that we would never do inside the church.  But, when you realize that you are the church, it will change what you will do on a date or even on the freeway because everywhere you go, you know the Spirit of God is with you.    This I a very powerful principle.  So, we are changing our profile with a new citizenship, a new family, a new temple and one more
4.    We Are Part of a NEW RACE
His purpose was to create in Himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace.  Eph. 2:15.  

Eph. 2:14 says, “For He Himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility…”  We have this tendency to build walls of hostility that divide and separate.   Walls divide races, husbands and wives, friends, etc.  That’s why we need Jesus.  He is the reconciler and He has the power to break down walls and barriers.  We need the help of Jesus to break down those walls.  
Look at two of His disciples.  One was a guerilla who fought and the other was a tax collector and if they would have met on the street, they would have cut each others throats.  Yet, Simon and Matthew become the best of friends.  That’s what Jesus can do.  When some thing like a wall shows up, pray for Jesus to help you break it down.  At one time the Jews and Gentiles hated each other.  The wall was so high and thick.  If you read what they say on their Facebook about each other in Ephesians, you have people loving and helping each other.  Jesus has the power to knock down walls.  We are members of that new race who helps Jesus tear down walls.  
Think of the walls that are separating you from someone who caused a disconnect.  Begin today to see that wall come down.  With the love and power of Jesus, those walls that have separated you, you are going to do what you can with the love and power of Jesus to knock down that wall.  Yes….This is how we are meant to be.  
· Think of the walls that are separating you from someone who caused a disconnect.  Begin to see that wall coming down.  Pray and ask Jesus to knock that wall down.  ______________
___________________________________________________________________________
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Is Jesus Christ Your Personal Savior?
Have you made a decision to receive what Jesus did for you when He died in your place on the 
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cross?  Pray this prayer and meaning it with all your heart.  This is the greatest decision you will ever make in your life!  
“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.” 
· Did you pray that prayer today?  If so, would you please send me an e-mail letting me know to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org? 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:    

· As a citizen with rights in the Kingdom of God, how have you personally experienced protection? 

Reflection: 
· How has the family of God been there for you?
Application: 
· How can you reach out and be there for someone else in the family of God?  
Pray: 

· Think of the walls that are separating you from someone who caused a disconnect.  Begin to see that wall coming down.  Pray and ask Jesus to knock that wall down.  
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Memory Verse:  “For He Himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.”   Ephesians 2:14.
Recommended Reading: God’s New Society by John Stott
SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032
Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. 
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