COACH’S CORNER

HOT TOPIC
What Does The Bible Say About Money? – Part 1
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend August 8-9, 2009 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small groups.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study for the Week of August 10-16, 2009
Phil. 4:19 “And my God will meet all your needs 

according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.’
When it comes to money, it is a very hot topic in our culture.  There are television shows, magazines, movies, songs and thousands of books all about money.  It is a very hot topic in the minds of people.  A survey identifying the most important issue faced among young adults revealed these stats:  10% balancing work and personal life, 11% protecting the environment, 18% stronger family ties and 52% making better decisions when it comes to their money.
The Bible talks more about money than it does about faith or prayer or even heaven!  For example, the Bible talks about how easy it is for money to disappear.  Proverbs 23:4-5 says, “Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint. Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.” Our nation just experienced a loss of seven trillion dollars in a short couple weeks!  We are in one of the toughest economic recessions our nation has ever experienced, but in the midst of it, we need to hold on to four things
1. Hold On To Your DIGNITY
There was a family prepping for a yard same.  Mom was putting price tags on everything when her three year old daughter said, “What is my price tag?”  The mom wrote down on the tag, “priceless” and stuck it to the little girl.  Some times we think our personal wealth is the thing that defines our personal worth.  Wrong!  We are priceless.  So when your net worth drops, hold on to your personal worth!  Luke 12:15 puts it this way in the Message, “Take care! Protect yourself against the least bit of greed. Life is not defined by what you have, even when you have a lot."  

The true value of life is not wrapped up in the clothes your wear, the car you drive, the house you live in, or the job you have.  The value of life is defined by the cross.  The foot of the cross defines our identity.  The cross is not only the place where we find forgiveness for our past, but we also find power for our present and hope for our future.  Why are you priceless?  The Bible says in I Peter 1:18-19, you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life, but with the precious blood of Christ.  This is how priceless you are so when you loose anything or everything else, hold on to your dignity!
· Do you really believe and feel that you are priceless? ________________________________
· What holds you back if your answer is “No” and what confirms your value to you if your answer is “Yes?  _____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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2. Hold On To Your JOY
If we live in a recession, we don’t have to live in a depression!  One fast food place offers a happy meal.  The name of the meal gives you the idea that when you buy this meal you are also buying happiness.  Wrong!  The Bible puts it this way, “How meaningless to think that wealth brings true happiness!”  
We are not happy about the recession, but we still find happiness or joy in spite of the recession.  A man named Paul in the Bible says that he has found the recipe for being happy whether his hands are full or his hands are empty. “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”  Phil. 4:11-12. 
The enemy doesn’t want you to find this recipe.  And, if you find it, he doesn’t want you to use the recipe.   But, if you find it and use it, you can hold on to your joy…your happiness even in the midst of recession.  How do you o that?  One way is to give thanks in the midst of all circumstances.  We don’t have to be happy in the recession, but we can magnify the things we have to be grateful for.  I Thess. 5:18 says, “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

· What key way does the enemy of your mind try to rob you of your joy?  _______________  _________________________________________________________________________
· What practical things can you do to use the receipt Paul described?  __________________  _________________________________________________________________________ 
3.    Hold On To Your GENEROSITY
When you hit a recession, one of the things that we do is look to see how we can tighten up the belt.  There’s nothing wrong with tightening up the budget, but don’t get so tight that you chock your generosity.  There are many ways that you can still be generous; with your time, talent and even your money.  

In the first century there was a group of church people who found themselves in a tough economy.  They gave out of there own need to help others in need.  II Cor. 8:2-4 puts it this way, “Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.”
When you die, you can’t take your possessions with you.  Colonel Sanders once said, “There no reason to be the richest man in the cemetery.  You can’t do business there.”  But, when we give to others on earth, we are virtually storing up treasures in heaven.  Matthew 6:20 says, “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.” 
· Where do you think God’s Holy Spirit is leading you to plant a seed in someone else’s life?   ______________________________________________________________________  
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4.    Hold On To Your CONFIDENCE
A study conducted even before the recession came found that most people worry every day about their finances.  So when recession hits, it can really tie us up into knots. The best thing you can do is to take your worry and turn it into prayer.  Phil. 4:6 instructs us, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”  You can be confident that God will supply your need.  So, take your fears and turn them into faith.  That’ what one couple did from the church when they hit hard times.  Listen to what Rick and Suzie Duarte shared about their experience.  
“Escrow closed two days before foreclosure!  God protected us from major credit damage. Since that time we have been renting a beautiful home and we are rebuilding our credit as well as our savings.  Three weeks ago, God gave my wife a permanent position with her employer; receiving a promotion as well as a raise including benefits.  Through this experience God’s love was shown through His people who helped us in prayer and financial gifts.  God has been our strong tower, looking out for us even when we did not know He was.”

Remember God’s promise to you even in the midst of recession.  “And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.  Phil 4:19 (NIV)
· Has your confidence in God providing for you ever been shaken?  If so, how? ____________  ___________________________________________________________________________
· How has God provided for you even when it seemed impossible? ______________________
___________________________________________________________________________
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Is Jesus Christ Your Personal Savior?
Have you made a decision to receive what Jesus did for you when He died in your place on the 
cross?  Pray this prayer and meaning it with all your heart.  This is the greatest decision you will ever make in your life!  
“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry 
for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.” 
· Did you pray that prayer today?  If so, would you please send me an e-mail letting me know to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org? 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:    

· What key way does the enemy of your mind try to rob you of your joy?
Reflection: 
· Do you really believe and feel that you are priceless?  What holds you back if your answer is “No” and what confirms your value to you if your answer is “Yes?  

Application: 
· Where do you think God’s Holy Spirit is leading you to plant a seed in someone else’s life
Pray: 

· Pray and ask Jesus to help each one to handle money with Biblical wisdom.
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Memory Verse:  Phil. 4:19 “And my God will meet all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.’

Recommended Reading: Master Your Money by Ron Blue
SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032
Pastor Ken’s message is available on CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. 
Pastor Ken’s Blog at www.cathedraloffaith.org
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