COACH’S CORNER

One Month To Live
 What would you do if you had one month to live?
Part V – Leave Boldly
Here’s a summary of Pastor Ken Foreman’s Weekend Feb. 7-8, 2009 message.  Answer the practical yet powerful questions at the end of each summary point to help see the insights that Pastor Ken’s shares become a daily part of your life.  

Who can do this?  Individual, couple, accountability partner, family, friends, small groups.   

How?  Print out the Coach’s Corner, grab your sermon message notes from the weekend (optional), your Bible and invite the Holy Spirit to lead you. (Sm. Grp. Questions at the end)
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Study For The Week Of February 9-15, 2009.  
What would you do if you had one month to live?  We are using this question to think about how to live more fully!  When you ask that question prayerfully and thoughtfully, you learn to live for God.  You learn that every day is a gift from God and what you do is your gift back to Him.  The Bible says, “Teach us to realize the brevity of life that we may grow in wisdom.”  Ps. 90:12.  

Life is short and since life is short, how can we make the most out of life?  I want you to think about your legacy.  At the end of your time on earth, what do you want people to say at your funeral?  The Bible talks a lot about legacy.  “The memory of the righteous is blessed, but the name of the wicked will rot.”  Pro. 10:7. How can we leave a legacy that is blessed at the end of our days?  A man opened up a newspaper and saw his name and an article on him in the obituary section.  The newspaper called him, “The Merchant of Death!”  The article said that he had made weapons that killed innocent people. He didn’t like that at all!  From that moment on he started working for peace.  His name is Alfred Nobel.  The Nobel Peace Prize came from a man who decided to make a change in his legacy.  
You might be thinking, “I’d like to change my legacy.”  You can’t make a brand new start, but you can make a brand new end.  Paul Meyer is quoted as saying, “Whatever your history, your future can be absolutely anything you want it to be.”  Your history doesn’t have to affect your legacy.  It is never too soon to start working on that legacy.  Andy Rodeick is going to be playing tennis here this week.  Andy talks about being on a plane sitting next to Andre Agassi.  Andy asked, “Do you have any regrets about your career?”  Andre answered, “The biggest regret I have is that I didn’t start my charitable foundation sooner.”  What kind of legacy do I want to leave? 


I would like to invite you to leave the funeral parlor and go to the pottery studio.  One of the most powerful images in the Bible is the potter’s wheel.  From it we will learn how to leave boldly.
LEGACY: What will be the CENTER of your life?
The experts say that when you are working on clay, the first thing you want to make sure is that the clay is in the center of the wheel.  If not, when that wheel picks up speed, you 
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better duck because that clay is going to start flying.  I was thinking that the same thing is true when it comes to our lives.  Isaiah 64:8 says, “We are the clay you are the potter.”  Let’s make sure we get this right because some times we think God is the clay and we are the potter.  Make sure you center the clay squarely in the center of the wheel to allow God to work on and create that legacy. 

It doesn’t seem like it would be too hard to center yourself.  But, there are things pulling you this way and that way and life starts pulling you apart at the seams.  You have to center your life on God…Allow God to create the legacy in your life.  What better legacy could you have than saying, “This guy lived his life centered on God”?  
As we went through the One Month To Live study, we saw a tombstone in our work book.  It asked, “What would you like your tombstone to say?”  Could it say anything better than, “Here lies a man or woman that was all about God... they gave God first place…they were all about God.  That would be the kind of legacy to have.  Live your life centered on God.

There was a talented musical person named Rick Goad.  He found out he had pancreatic cancer.  When he found out he didn’t have much time, he decided to create an album called Miracle and to give away 1,000,000 CDs.  We helped distribute some of the CDs here at Cathedral of Faith.  Rick wanted to help people get centered on God.    Rick left a legacy through his music and his life!  That’s a legacy of being centered on God.
· What is one of the main things in life that keeps you from staying centered on God? ____________________________________________________________________
· What would it take to change this distraction?   ______________________________
LEGACY: What will be the CHARACTER of your life?
The character you have is a part of the legacy that you leave.  What do you want folks to remember about your character? Do you want them to say, “That guy was a character,” or do you them to say, “That guy had character?   The Bible talks about the Potter and the clay.  The Potter is working with the clay, and yet, the clay is messed up.  There are some defects in the clay.  There are times that I look at my life and feel like a cracked pot! Yet, the Potter does not get rid of the clay.  The Potter keeps working with the clay. 

The Bible says, “The pot He was shaping from the clay was marred in His hands.” So the potter formed it into another pot.  God has not given up on you. Do not ever give up on yourself?   Every day is a new chance to smooth out those rough edges and fill in those ugly cracks.  Every day that you show integrity, you are creating a legacy of integrity, every day that you show self control, you are creating a legacy of self control, every day that you show perseverance you are creating a legacy of perseverance, and every that you show kindness you are creating a legacy of kindness.  Little by little God is smoothing out those rough edges and filling in those ugly cracks-

Did you happen to see the SuperBowl?  One of the quarterbacks, his team did not win the game, but, in the most important way, this guy is a winner!  When he goes out to dinner with his family, he lets the kids pick out another family in the restaurant, and then he pays for the meal for that family.  Every time he is generous, he is creating a legacy of generosity.  He is passing that legacy on to his children.  They see and feel what it is like to be generous.  That is the kind of legacy he is passing on to his children.  It you had one month to live, you would ant to leave boldly.  
· What would you say is the strongest character trait in your life? ________________ 

· What is the weakest character trait in your life? ______________________________

· Are you prepared to let the Potter re-work this weak trait? _____________________

LEGACY: What will be the CONTRIBUTION of your life?
Think about a variety of clay creations.  They are not just meant to take up space, or sit on the shelf, but they are meant to be useful; a cup to hold coffee, a pot to hold a plant, etc.  The same thing is true with us.  We are not meant to just sit on the shelf, we are meant to be used.  The Bible says that, “He puts His treasure in these jars of clay, so that we can make a lasting mark in the world.”   When you get home you may want to make out a list of all the treasures He has put in you.  He has given you a voice to speak with, a face to smile with and hands to serve with.  What are the talents, the personally and experiences He has given to you?  The greatest treasure of all is treasure of the Gospel.

He has put all of this treasure in these jars of clay so that each one of us can make your lasting mark in this world.  You may think of yourself, how can one jar of clay make a difference?  Well, if you are trying to put a puzzle together, you will find that one piece makes a difference! If you get a flat tire while you are driving down the road, you will find that one tire makes a difference.  If you are sitting at home and it starts to rain, you will find that one tile missing on the roof makes a difference.  The power of one jar of clay filled with His treasure, placed in His hands will be a lasting, eternal legacy! 

There is a great book that has been written by one of the top theologians in the world.  He suggests that what we do with how we contribute here on this earth is not going to be lost.  The Bible says that what we do is not in vain.  One day when there is a new heaven and a new earth, what we do in and for Christ in the present it is going to show up in the future. He puts it this way, “It will last all the way into God’s new world, in fact, it will be enhanced there.”   That is what you call a lasting, eternal legacy.  That is what you call leaving boldly.

There was a young man who learned how to make candy.  He tried to start up a candy business, but failed numerous times.  He kept with it and the business became very successful.  His candy bars are good, but he wanted to contribute more to the world than candy bars.  So, he started a school for needy kids.  He did not have a chance to go to school when he was growing up.  He wanted these kids to have a chance and even though he has passed away, the school he started is still going strong.  Over 8,000 kids have gone through the school!  His candy bars are good, but, the school is even better!

Earlier in the series I mentioned a study with a group of people in their nineties.  They asked them the question, “If you had to live your life all over again, what would you do 
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differently?”  One of the things they said is they would do is to take more risks, live a little more on the edge.  Another thing they said they would do is this, “We would live our lives in such a way, we would do something with it that would live on long after we are gone.”  Leave boldly…leave a legacy,
· If you had one month to live, what would you go to work on to affect your legacy?  What will you center your life on, what is the character you have and what is the contribution you will make?  ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Have you asked Jesus to forgive you and become the manager of your life?  You can today.  Pray this prayer and mean it with all your heart.

“Dear God.  I believe You sent Your son, Jesus to die for my sin so I can be forgiven.  I am sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way you want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.”  
That’s fabulous!  This is the greatest decision you will ever make in your life!  
· Did you pray that prayer today?  If so, would you please send me an e-mail letting me know to bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org? 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Small Group Discussion Questions
Connection:    
· What would you say is the strongest character trait in your life? 

Reflection: 
· What is one of the main things in life that keeps you from staying centered on God?
Application: 
· If you had one month to live, what would you go to work on to affect your legacy?  

Pray: 

· Pray for one another for God to help us to leave boldly with a God glorifying legacy. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Memory Verse:  “The memory of the righteous will be a blessing, but the name of the wicked will rot.”  Proverbs 10:7.
Recommended Reading: One Month To Live  by Kerry Shook and Unlocking Your Legacy  by Paul Meyer
SHARE YOUR POSITIVE EXPERIENCE

Experienced change as a result of Pastor Ken’s message or from doing this Coach’s Corner?

We’d love to hear from you.  Please e-mail bjaime@cathedraloffaith.org.

E-mail prayer requests to prayer@cathedraloffaithorg or call Shelley at (408) 979-3032
Pastor Ken’s message is available on cassette, CD and DVD and can be purchase at Cathedral of Faith.  Call (408) 267-4691, ask for Edna. - Cathedral of Faith – 2315 Canoas Garden Ave. – San Jose, CA 95125
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