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Our Problem Is Not Inability, But Inconsistency
Proverbs 3: 3,4

We Rate Ability ALl of us
In Men By What have at one
They Finish tine or an-

other needed
Not By What deliverance

They Attempt from sin,

Primarily we from enemies,
comprehend or from trou-
(Mercy and bles? Ty is

Truth) as be-
ing from God.

God who de-
livers us.

These are what Exodus 34:6
describe His uniqueness. (NIV) ©And he passed in
His loving-kindness is front of Moses, proclaim-
offered to His people, ing, "The LORD, the LORD,
who need redemption from  the compassionate and
sin, enemies, and trou- gracious God, slow to an-
bles. ger, abounding in love
Does that describe you? and faithfulness.

Apart from God we cannot understand Mercy, nor can we know
Truth. Itis our responsibility to leam them, to develop them and to prac-
tice them. God doesn't just want you to know about Mercy and Trutf;
He wants you to increase your use of them and to incorporate them into
your life. This could be very difficult, so what is one way we could do
this?

Because we are dependent upon the “blessings" of God, from this
one verse we can attest that He will never leave us nor will He forsake
us. Because we sin, we need His mercy, because we are unfaithful, we
need His faithfulness. However, God does not shower us with blessings
and then not expectus to become what He has given us.
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We need to show Mercy and truth. We need to become Mercy and truth. Itis our responsibility
as children of God to assist those who need redemption from sin, from enernies and from trou-

bles. We need tolet others know that they can depend upon us and that we are stable. You can
do this in Marriage, in relationships and in employment. You ask God in which area you need to

apply these Godly character traits

There Is One Interpretation, There Are Many Applications

" MERCY i

The word refers primarily to mu-
tual and shared rights and obli-
gations between the parties of a
relationship.

It is not only a matter of obli-
gation; it is also of generosity
It is not only a matter of loy-
alty, but also of mercy

The weaker party seeks the pro-
tection and blessing of the pa-
tron and protec-
tor, but he may
not lay absolute
clainm to it

The stronger
party remains
committed to his
promise, but re-
tains his free-
dom, especially
with regard to
the manner in which he
plement those promises
Mercy implies personal involve-
ment and commitment in a rela-
tionship beyond the rule of law
Marital love is often related to
hesed. Marriage certainly is
a legal matter, and there are
legal sanctions for violations.
Yet the relationship, if sound,
far transcends mere legalities.
Hence, "devotion” is sometimes
the single English word best ca-
pable of capturing the nuance of
the original. The RSV attempts
to bring this out by its trans-
lation, "steadfast love."

Truth

will im-

Let notMercy and

forsake you

The word most commonly associated
with mercy is truth and it is de-
fined as fidelity; reliability.
Proverbs 3:3, 4 - Let thy loving-
kindness [hesed] and thy truth
[7emet] continually preserve me.
Truth is translated as stability,
certainty, trustworthiness.

These are the characteris-

tics that women are crying
out for in their husbands
This is what a man is look-
ing for in the woman that
He marries
This is what employers are
looking for in employees
and family members are
looking for from their Ffam-
ily
Is it any wonder then that
God instructs us to not let
them forsake us?
If truth never encounters doubt,
if truth never struggles with er-

ror, if good never battles with
evil, how can truth know its own
power?

Unless we know the difference be-
tween flowers and weeds, we are
not fit to take care of a garden.
It is not enough to have truth
planted in our minds. We need to
display it in our life.

Forsake - means "to “depart from
something” or "to leave.” This is
the meaning of the word in its
first biblical appearance.
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“If there is
anything we need,
it is the favor
of God.
You cannot
live without it”

Do not turn your back on these two important
character traits of God. Instill them in your
life; incorporate them in all that you do on
your job, in your family and with all your rela-
tionships. You will win favor and a good name in
the sight of God and man.

If there is anything we need, it is the favor of
God. You canmot live without it, for you will
struggle.

Numbers 6:24-26 (NIV) - ** "' "The LORD bless
you and keep you;

** the LORD make his face shine upon you and be
gracious to you;

“ the LORD turn his face toward you and give you
peace. "

God the FATHER blesses and keeps his followers.
God the SON is gracious unto sinners in remit-
ting their offenses, which he died to blot out.

God the HOLY SPIRIT takes of the things which
are Christ's, and shows them unto genuine Chris-
tians, and dif-
fuses the peace of
God in their
hearts. In a word,
Christ, the gift
of the Father by
the energy of the
Holy Spirit, came
to bless every one
of us by turning
us away from our

iniquities. Do not turn your back on |
‘these two important charac—
ter traits of God
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