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3) Why Didn*t You Seek God?

Proverbs 3:5

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge Him and He will
make your paths straight.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart—God is
the Fountain of all good. He has made his in-
telligent creatures dependent upon himself.
He requires them to be conscious of that de-

pendence. He has promised to communicate

what they need. He commands them to be-
lieve his promise, and look for its fulfillment, and to do this without doubt,
fear, or distrust; "with their whole heart.”

Lean not unto your own understanding—do not prop thyself. It is on
GOD, not on thyself, that you art commanded to depend. He who trusts in
his own heart is a fool.

Reasons why we don’t seek God’s wisdom
T We already know what we are doing is wrong

We have never really sought God for anything
Our whole life is full of problems and we blame God for it

We dor't want to wait for anything, We are impatient
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God doesr’t want us to seek wizards, witches, fortune-tellers or even

“girlfriend”.
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onanything important in their life. They actually enjoy being in hot
water, getting stuck in a quagrmire, being in over their head, and run-
ning up a wall with no way to turn. If they told you they didr't like ex of.
problems, ask them why they did what they did and why they didn't {11102
seek God.

It could be their potato chip bag is missing a few chips, or they are one sandwich short of a pic-
nic. Maybe there’s not enough gas in the tank or enough holes in the belt. Maybe their cell
phone battery is low or their book is missing a few pages. Maybe everyone in their family is
named Darrell.

The bottom line is the sin of pride. Pride will not give God His rightful place which is at the very
center of all existence so that all of life revolves around Him. Our sinfulness consists in that God
is not given this place. When you have the sin of pride, life for us does not revolve around God,
it revolves around ourselves.

Whatever the reason it doesri't make sense to not seek God for every decision we need to make
and to not trust Him with the outcome.

How Do 1 Begin to Trust €od?

You are confronted with the need to make a midlife career change -- trust God's plan and PRAY
YOUR WAY IN to a new possibility.

Finding that the demands on your time are causing your blood pressure to rise, your head to
pound and your nerves to snap - trust God's plan and PRAY YOUR WAY IN to a slower pace.
Discarding another commodity of fun for a community of faith that can nurture your soul while
prodding you forward  trust God's plan and PRAY YOUR WAY IN to a new address.

Worried about the strain on your budget and hating the pinched feeling you always have at the
end of the month — trust God's plan and PRAY YOUR WAY IN to being debt free and learning
to appreciate God's provision.

Grieving over the loss of a spouse - trust God's plan and PRAY YOUR
WAY IN to a renewed love for family and friends.

Much of life is beyond our control. We cantt run the show. We might as
well relax and enjoy the picture. Why don't we trust God's plan and
PRAY OUR WAY IN to a yielded life?

Human insights are never enough. God's ways are incomprehensible.

Tsaiah §8: 8,9 (NIV)

#"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways," declares the LORD. * "As the heavens are higher than the earth,
50 are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts
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Romans 11:34-36(MSG)
545 there anyone around who can
explain God? Anyone smart enough
to tell him what to do? 38 Anyone
who has done him such a huge fa-
vor that God has to ask his advice?
s Everything comes from him; Eve-
rything happens through him; Eve-
rything ends up in him.
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As a person trusts in the Lord

and acknowledges Him he
2 person may acquire canneverre- | gyt ooy e

God is trustworthy. All the wisdom

place the need for full trustin God's
superior ways.

paths straight

Three Thines are Reauired

Discernment - Proverbs 15:14 - The discerning heart secks knowl-
edge, but the mouth of a fool feeds on folly.

The first great rule in life is to putup with things; the second great
rule is to refuse to put up with things; and the third —and hardest—
great rule is to carefully distinguish between the first two.—Sydney
J. Harris

Reflection - Proverbs 15:28 (TLB) -A good man thinks before he
speaks; the evil man pours out his evil words without a thought.
"Keep both eyes open to your mercies," advised Robert Louis Ste-
venson. "The man who has forgotten to be thankful has fallen
asleep in life."

Will - Proverbs 5:12-14 (TLB) - and you say, "Oh, if only I had lis-
tened! If only T had not demanded my own way! Oh, why wouldn't
Ttake advice? Why was I 50 stupid? For now I must face public dis-
grace."

As a person trusts in the Lord and acknowledges Him he finds that
God makes his paths straight This means more than guidance; it
means God removes the obstacles, making a smooth path or way of
life, or perhaps better, bringing one to the appointed goal.

What is the difference between a straight path and a crooked path?
The path of the wicked who forget God is crooked.

Proverbs 28:26 - He who trusts in himself is a fool, but he who walks
in wisdom is kept safe.
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