[image: image1.jpg]AIDW

GOD Will Take Care of What You Go Through;
You Take of How You Go Through It
Proverbs 3:7,8

CONCEITED:

Holding or characterized by an
undluly high opinion of oneself;
vain.

Otherwords that  de-
scribe conceitare  egotis-
fical, narcissistic, and vain. in-
formal: bigheaded and stuck
up. You're getting the picture.
The opposite of this is a Biblical

Recognizing that God and others are resporsible for
the achievernents inmylife. Humility is so prominent in the ~ Christian
recim that every child of God should be developing it and seeking it

constantly.
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word called “Humility.” God

wanfsusto  develop and
grow in hurnility.
Isaich 662 -"... This s the

one | esteern: he whols  humble
and contrite in spirit, and trembles
at my word.

Micch &8 - = He has
showed you, O man, what is
good. And what does the LORD
require of you? To act justly and
tolove mercy and to walk humbly
with your God
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A priest tells Rudly that he knows for certain that only
1wo things in life are true:

1) That there s a God
2) That it is not he

This concept dlone would change the entire
situation for many a person.

PRIDE
The opposite of humility s pride. Here is what pride does:

&  Reserves for myself the right to make final decisions

6 Belleves that | achieved what God and others did for
me

6 Standsin the position of God and juciges my family

We are commanded to do two things when we are faced with temptation of the sin of
pride:

1) Fearthe Lord

2) Tum Away from evil

Proverbs 1:7 - The fecr of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. “The Fear of the Lord”
Itks the continual awareness that | am in the presence of @ holy, Just, and dimighty God,

and that every thought, word, action, and deed is open before Him and is being judged
by Him.

Ifwe knew that dll of our secret thoughts, words, and actions would be displayed  pub-
licly so that everyone could watch them and evaluate them, it would make a profound

difference in the way that we live.

Social Conscience - "We have an instinctive concern about what others think of us and
how they will jucige the things we do. This concern constitutes a fear of man.

Spiritual Conscience -'If we have this much concern over what man thinks, how much
more should we be concerned about God's evaluation of our thoughts, words, actions,
attitudes, and motives.

The fact s that everything we think, say, and do will one day be displayed for the entire
world fo see and jucige.

Luke 8:17 - 17 For all that Is secret will eventually be brought info the open, and everything
that s concealed wil be brought to light and made known to all.

Luke 12:3 - 2 Whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you
have whispered behind closed doors will be shouted from the housetops for all to hear!
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How is this wholesome fear of God different

from the destructive fear of Satan

Destructive fear fears the thunder instead of he one who made the thunder. The Lord s a
God of cause and effect. Thisis why He can demand obedience to His Law. His knows the
outcome If we violdte ff.

Itis also for this recson that he continudlly commands us not to focus our fear on the results
of His working but instecid on Him and His law. When the storm overtook the disciples on the
seq, they feared the wind and the wawves. Jesus instructed them not fo fear those things;
then he showed His power over the elements by calming the stomn.

How Destructive Fear is Overcome by Faith

For the Chrstian, lack of faith produces destructive fear. This s emphasized in Jesus” state-
ment to the disciples affer He calmed the sea: “Why are you so fearful: how s it that you

have no faithz Mark 4:38-40

When God tells us to fear Him He is requiring Us to acknowledge an aspect of His Character
such s His Justice, His holiness, or His power.

For ecich one of these atfributes, God has a balancing attibute.

For His Justice - He shows Mercy

For His Holiness - He give Grace

For His Power - He displays Loving Kindness

The more we understand, acknowledige and fecr the fiist set of atfributes, the more faith,
hope and confidence we have in the balancing set of qualities.

Depart from Evil

Itis evident that there is little o no fecr of the Lord in
the Church. Men and wornen continue to do evil and
will not depart from it. This | feel is what is weckening
the Church.

“We did it and nothing happened!” Its as if you are
challenging God. When you have no fear of God you
continue o violate Hislaw. When you love God you
hate the sin thatwould break the fellowship you have
with Hirn.

Proverbs 14:1¢ - A wise man fears the LORD and shuns
evil, but a fool is hotheaded and reckless.

Fear the Lord and your body wil be healthy and you
will bring nourshment o your bones. The metaphor is
thatthe Lord will care for you. He will protect you and KNOW YOUR GOD

watch over you. READ HIS WORD
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