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A Godly Education Is Paid With Love
Proverbs 3:11, 12

PWERD ROAD DISCIPLINE

What is the Lord’s discipline? It is defined
as instruction; chastisement; or warning.
God is involved in the discipline
(instruction) that happens in our life. He is
the source of this instruction and it is His
sole purpose to teach us so that we can
later be used for His glory and his pur-
poses.

DISCIPLINE COMES BECAUSE

FWhatis the Lord's disei.|OF DISOBEDIENCE

pline? Ttis defined asin-  |If you continue to discbey God’s law, if you

struction; chastisement; or | continue in a destructive action, if you are
‘warning” addicted to substances or activities that will

destroy you and separate you from loved
ones and from God, then the Lord will begin to apply pressure in your life
50 that you will learn to do what is right.

When you are overcome by a bad habit, and are unable to gain the victory
in aspecific area of your spiritual growth then the Lord will get involved
and enable you to feel some regret, some pain, and some remorse. When
you can say, “I don’t want to do that againl”, and mean it, then you realized
that during the painful process of instruction in your life, that God was dis-
ciplining you. The Lord disciplines those He loves.

Discipline teaches us how to live correctly in the fear of the Lord, so that the
wise man learns his lesson before temptation and testing. It difficult to
know when God has been disciplining s until we look back on the situa-
tion later. Not every calamity comes directly from God, of course.
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But if we rebel against God and refuse to repent when God has identi- [“Left to ourselves the sin
fied some sin in our lives, he may se guilt, crises, or bad experiences [in our life would destroy |

to bring us back to Him. us, 50 because God loves
Itaught you a few weeks ago that God is just, Heis holy and Heis | us, He gats involved in
powerful. When we sin we are breaking God's law. When you asked | ourlife and teaches us
Him to become your Lord and Savior, you becams one of His children what is right”

and He became your Heavenly Father. This means that you gave Him
full control of your life, your decisions and your activities.

Sin is breaking God’s law and if you continue to sin, you will turn out to be anarchistic which is
challenging God’s right to even make laws. Itis setting yourself up as having the right to make
decisions and to know what is best while ignoring God's authority.

Romans 8:28-30 (NIV) % And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called according to his purpose. ® For those God foreknew he also pre-
destined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers.

% And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he
also glorified.

Through the Holy Spirit God is transforming us to become more like His Son, Jesus Christ. We
ate so far away from what God desires of us that He must discipline us or we will not change.
Godly discipline is severe, it is painful, it is even embarrassing, but itis necessary. Left to our-
selves the sin in our life would destroy us, so because God loves us, He gets involved in our life
and teaches us what is right.

Some of you no longer do what you once did. Youlearned, you matured, and you became
Christlike. Others are still doing what you have always done, have no remorse and do not even
intend to repent. So, your discipline is coming.

Proverbs 121 (NIV) -  Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates correc-
tion is stupid.

Discipline sounds negative to many people because some disciplinarians are not loving. God,
however, is the source of all love. He doesn't punish us because he enjoys inflicting pain but be-
cause he is deeply concernad about our spiritual development. He knows that in order to become
morally strong and good, we mustlearn the difference between
tight and wrong. His loving discipline enables us to do that.

HOW DOES GOD DISCIPLINE HIS

CHILDREN?
Internal Conviction - The first thing God will do is to rebuke us -

Now when God rebukes us, He conviets s through the Holy Spirit
that we are wrong. If you are truly saved, you have had the experi-
ence of having done something wrong or said something wrong,
“Some of you no longer do and immediately you felt that litle twings of guilt

what you once did. You  You felt that little pierce of your conscience, and immediately you
learned, you matured, and knew that you had done something you should not have done, and
you became Christ-like”  that God was not pleased.
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External Affliction] The second thing God will do is chasten us.

Now the word, “chasten’” literally means “fo discipline” It re-
fers to training a child. This is when God spanks! FirstGod speaks,
and then God spanks. Now God has all kinds of ways He can spank

us when we sinl

# God can refuse to listen to our prayers
God can remove his presence from s
God can take away our power

God takes away our privileges

b & b b

God can spank us through sickness, through causing us to

lose our job, by bringing trouble into our business, And by
allowing discord into our families.
All of this is seen is Psalm 51. Listen to the prayer of King David

after he committed adultery and murder.

Psalms 51:1-12 (NIV)

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; ac-
cording to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 2
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  For T
Kknow my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. ¢
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in
your sight, 5o that you are proved right when you speak and justi-
fied when you judge. 7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and Twill be
clean; wash me, and T will be whiter than snow. s Let me hear joy
and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. * Hide your
face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. © Create in me a
pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do
not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.
1 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing
spirit, to sustain me.
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