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Not How You Died, but How Well You Lived

Proverbs 3: 13 - 20
The source Wisdom, personified as a woman, gives

with both hands, that is, generously. Her
. . tight hand gives longevity, from her left

of wisdom is | jreentze oreemiy o e
gold can purchase) and more, honor. Be-
alway 5 GOd. | [Fides giving a long ife, wisdom also pro-

vides a quality life: pleasantness and

peace.

LONG LIFE WITH NO THOUGHT FOR ITS QUALITY COULD BE A CURSE RATHER
THAN A BLESSING.

Proverbs 3:16-17 (BBE)  Long life is in her right hand, and in her left are
wealth and honor. 7 Her ways are ways of delight, and all her goings are
peace.

Ask anyone what they would like out of life and this is the answer that you
would receive, unless of course they were very young and if they were fool
ish. God is offering us long life, wealth, honor and peace. This is what He
wants for His children to possess and itis all found in His wisdom. You
can actually have this, now, on the earth if you are willing to seek it. Not
justa long life, but a quality life. To be able to meet death and to know that
it never was able to rob you nor to distract you from what God wanted you
to have.

Even in the New Testament we are again reminded from Jesus, God's Son,

John 10:10 (NKJV) 10 The thief does nof come except to steal, and to kill, and to
destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have i more abun-
dantly.
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Health, Wealth, Honor, and Peace A life without God describes
You can search all you want, you can try every religion the world [t SRl
knows, you can attemnpt to find these in Education, in Business, [ttt N LIt S LIS
and in Relationships and your ssarching will only leave you old, [RmAtts S LI ELI
poor, shamed and with problems. Jesus even tells s this in the to have more and more
MNew Testament.

Revelation 3:17-18 (NKJV) 7 Because you say, "I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of noth-
ing'—and do ot know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— 11 counsel you to buy
from Me gold refined tn the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that
the shame of your nakedness may ot be revealed; and anotnt your eyes with eye salve, that you may see

Mankind will always attempt to have what God does not want them to have. They will rather
grovel and serape, connive and deceive, struggle and cheat, and call themselves happy and ful-
filled. In addition to what they have, they will possess fear and turmoil, worry and stress. All
along they could let God provide for them, bless them and protect them.

Quantity vs. Quality

This is why the one without God’s wisdorm is called a fool. The world encourages us to seek
quantity and God encourages s to seck quality. A life without God describes aperson who is
never pleased with what they possess; they are under a curse to have more and more.

One marriage is not enough, one relationship is never enough. One wife is never enough, a mis-
tress is required. One husband does not safisfy; a younger, richer boyfriend is desired. Posses-
sions must be acquired even though they never provide what their owner is seeking. Their fool-

ich heart is constantly craving and desiring more and more, yet
they are never content. Thatis a description of hell. Thatis a
life without God’s wisdom, and that is a life without God.

T\u — The blessings which wisdom— true religion—gives to men,
QUANTITY preserve them in life, comfort them through life, cause them to
QUANTITY 5 triumph in death, and ensure them a glorious immortality.
QUANTITY | |

% Wisdom knows the irrevocable results of an action before

S|

P

The world encourages us 0 source for direction, with moral intelligence and discernment,
seek quantity and God knowing that real life as it is really lived is lived according to
encourages us to seek guality  the unchangeable law of sowing and reaping.

# Wisdom dictates that in this life what you give is what you get, how you treat others is

the action begins. Living wisely is living with intention,
thoughtfully, choosing the right and avoiding the wrong—
when the right is popular, and when it is not; when others are
watching, and when they are not.
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# Wisdom means living your life with God as your primary

how you will be treated, and righteousness reslts in blessing and sin results in heart-
ache—every time.
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# Living wisely means choosing the moral, and therefore of-
ten difficult, path, while avoiding the immoral, and there-
fore most often easy, path. The wise person lives with eter-
nity in view, in such a way so as to produce glory for God
and something of benefit to others.

We are all standing at the crossroads today and we must make some
important decisions about our lives. What is important to you to-
day? If you listen to society then you will quickly come to the cor-
clusion that making money is important— the more you make the
better off you will be. Another important item for many people is
the pursuit of happiness. The general consensus is whatever you
think will make you happy is what you need to pursue in life. There
are so many things that make the “Top Ten” list of what is impor-
tant to people and they are making great sacrifices in order to pur-

sue them.

The problemis that so many of the things that we consider as im-
portant are not essential at all. Even more significant is this: we need
to be very careful what we pursue in life because it, or they, might
very well destroy us.

God wants us to seek His way tolive life. When God created the
world, He used wisdom... understanding, and knowledge. If God
needed these, then certainly people need them. What could even
convince us that we can live this life apart from God?

With God’s wisdom you aveid problems, catastrophes and dilem-
mas. He guides you away from the immoral woman and the arro-
gant man. He establishes you so that you can succeed, prosper and
live a life, a healthy life with laughter, joy and peace.

You will sleep better, enjoy and taste your food, not be in a
hurry, for He will be in control. Worry, stress and sleepless nights
will notbe a part of your existence for the Lord will watch over you
to protect you and direct you.
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