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Maintain the Maintenance
Proverbs 3:21 - 26

Because we have received blessings from God, we will now see in the next
six weeks how we can put the wisdom we have learned into practice. So, be-
ginning tonight we gain knowledge of maintaining the maintenance.

Maintaining the Maintenance

Nomatter what you acquire as a blessing, in order for it to last and for it to
retain its value you need to perform the responsibility of maintenance. God
uses the word “preserve.”

Preserve - To keep in perfect or unaltered condition; maintain unchanged.

Once we acquire God’s blessings we become lax and languid in our obedi-
ence to the Lord. We forget to discern between Good and Evil and we forget
to always choose the Good. The reason for this is that now we are enjoying
the blessing and not the one that blesses us. Another way of saying this is
that we did not maintain our relationship with God as it should be.

To acknowledge God as the author of all good is the essence of a godly man's
creed. That means to look at life
from God’s perspective and to
seek His will for everything that
we do. It means to resolve to act
Maintenance Job Menu according to the directions of His
wisdorn, and to obey Him at all
times. If we do, then this prom-
ise is ours to claim.

Maintaining the Maintenance
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[ES—— upright, he is a shield to those
P ——, whose walk is blameless, for
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Maintenance is Preserving What Is Of Value
+# Relationships - the one we value must be told and shown love

# Health - eat properly, exercise and rest
# Home - Roof, painting, plumbing, carpet, electrical
% Car - Wash, vacuum, ol, radiator, wax, polish & brakes

Generally, once we acquire what we have longed for, we have a ten-
dency of becoming languid in our attitude. What is required of us is
discipline in maintaining.

you in every area of life.

You do not get a good life, you keep a good life
You do not get a good job, you keep a good job

®
®
# You donot get a quality relationship, you keep it that way
®

You do not get out of debt, you keep prospering

‘This command from God is exhorting us to maintain, to preserve what we have and not to let it go.
There is time enough for a life of ease after death. You are to relax, yes, but you are not to ease off, or
loosen up on acquiring wisdom. Realize you may be an expert but your expertise does not qualify
you in every area of life.

True believers know that God is their keeper night and day; they have strong confidence in him that

he will be their director and not suffer them to take any false step in life. They go to rest in perfect

confidence that God will watch over them; hence their sleep, being undisturbed, is sweet and refresh-
ing. They are not apprehensive of any sudden destruction; because
they know that all things are under the control of God; and they are
satisfied that if sudden destruction should fall upon their wicked
neighbor, yet God knows well how to preserve them.

The promised serenity of such a life as has been described here
comes at one level from sheer good management on God’s sound
principles and from the Lord’s personal care. When you care about
His teachings, He sees to it that the consequence is that they shall
be life to your soul, and grace unto your neck.

This is like receiving the Medal of Honor. Itis a badge, an orna-
ment of beauty that you can proudly display, for you have earned it.
Because of this medallion you shall walk in safety and shall not
stumble, no fear shall surround you when you sleep, your sleep
shall be sweet, & the Lord will be your confidence, your foot will
not slip.

Here again is the promise of peace, security, rest and honor. You
cannot purchase these with money. These are blessings of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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SLEEP

People our age like to sleep. We cherish it. It often times is robbed
from us by a younger generation who does not tire. Yet we value our
sleep and we recognize there is absolutely nothing wrong with taking
anap. We can wake up refreshed with a clearer mind and a rejuve-
nated willingness to handle responsibility.

How is it that a person can lie down, close their eyes and not be
afraid? Itis because you have obeyed God, you don't find yourself in
a place where you need to keep a watchful eye, and God is watching
over you while He gives you rest.

Psalm 3:5 (TLB) - s Then I lay down and slept in peace and woke up
safely, for the Lord was watching over me.

You handled your responsibility, you did it with integrity. You were
where you were supposed to be, doing what you were supposed to be
doing. There is no reason for you to be afraid or tolook over your
shoulder for there is no fear in your life. You have nothing to hide,
conceal or to fear being discovered.

absolutely nothing wrong
with taking a nap

So now you can sleep because there is no fear. Phone calls late at
night do not bother you, knocks on the door when no one is ex-
pected do not affect you, for there is nothing to hide.

S0 you lie down and rest. Why? God is watching over you. You
have maintained a consistent and constant vigilance over His Word
and His wisdom. You have obeyed God.

DON'T BOTHER ME I'M SLEEPING

Consistency is so needed. So many of you began doing right, you
just didn’t quite follow through. You begin a lot of things that are
good. You just don't follow through and complete them. You are
always starting over, never finishing - from saving money and pay-
ing off debt to exercise to maintaining what God has given to you.
oulet it rust, you let clutter pile up, you are behind on paperwork
and responsibilities and all along you know what you need to do -
Maintain the Maintenance!
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