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How to Make Friends

Proverbs 3:29, 30

Don't plot against your neighbor; he is trusting
you. Don't get into needless fights.

1My own Father told me, “Mike, you cannot
make it in this world without friends.” Each day
that1 live I realize that my father was correct

on more than one occasion. He also said,

“Nomatter where you go, there will always be
someone stronger, faster, smarter and vicker than

you are.”

The basic premise we need to recognize is

.o cannot make it in

this world without
i around you, then you are fortunate indeed.

that if people like you, if people want to be

People pick up quite easily who you are and
what you are. They realize if you are really who you are pretending to be.
There isr't an individual in this room that doest want to be liked. We all
want someone to spend our time with.

Where ever you live, there are those that live around you. They desire to live
securely just as much as you do. Security is so important to people. They may
be maried and they may have children. They also may have tools that they
depend upon to make aliving. They realize that there will be fimes when they
cannotbe at home; therefore they are dependent upon you to see to it that their

property or their family is not harassed and is safe.
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blessed but so that you e You appreciate it when your neighbors ask you to watch out
for their property while they are away. That, my friend, is what is
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called “trust.” You are trusted. You are respected, and you canbe
others)

depended upon. Why is this important?

# You are notan island nor do you live on one

# You are not the only person on this earth, someday you are going to need some assis-

tance

# Things can happen that you have no control over and overnight you find yourselfina

precarious situation with nowhere to turn and no one to turn to

# You were created by God not only to be blessed but so that you could be ablessing o

others

Praverbs 3:31-32 (NIV) 5t Do not envy a vislent man or choose any of his ways, # for the LORD desests a

‘perverse man but takes the wpright into his confidence.

These last two verses depict that an individual wants to prosper apart from God’s plan. You may
not like the evil man but maybe you desire what he has. Perhaps what a person really desires isa

life of ease or a life of no responsibility. There are no free lunches. Nothing in this life comes easy if

itis worth having and worth waiting for.

Wisdom has already shown us God’s way of acquiring bless-

ings and favor, but with honor.

Proverbs 3:33-35 (NIV) 32 The LORD's curse ts on the house of |
the wicked, but he blesses the home of the righteous, % He mocks proud
‘mockers but gives grace to the huamble. 3 The wise dnhertt honor, but

fools he holds wp to shame.
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# Do not try and be happy or prosperous without God

# Do not try and be married without God

# Do ot try and be rich without God

When the Lord ereated you He put aGod-shaped place in your
heart and only God can fill it. God gives four reasons why such

envy is uncalled for:

1. The LORD hates a perverse person, whereas the upright

in contrast enjoys fellowship with God
2. The Lord curses the wicked but, blesses the righteous.

3. God mocks arrogant mockers causing their actions to
boomerang on them, whereas the humble receive His

grace

4. The wise are honored but fools are shamed

Do not try and be rich
without God
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