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Does What You Do Please God?
Proverbs 3: 27, 28

Proverbs 3:27-28 (NIV) Do not withhold good from those who deserve if, =
when it is in your power to act. Do not say to your neighbos, "Come back
later; T'll give it tomorrow"— when you now have it with you.

Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when itis in your power
to act. Could there be a more powerful statement of Christianity than this?
This one principle of God would change the tension and the atmosphere of
many a home if this wisdom was followed. Some of us may begin to argue
with who the “good” are. We may even feel that some people do not de-
serve kindness or benevolence. But who are we to determine this. We are
Children of God and we are expected to obey God, to please Him, not to
question or to decide otherwise.

Withhold, Keep Back, Deny

This is what I want to teach you today. There may be times whenIcanbe a

blessing to another person and bscause of rsasoning in my mind; I choose
not to bless them. Ask yourself
sinful thought corroct thought | thnif something is wrong in your
P rriindponmayberyoutfeattneeds
more work from God's Holy

Spirit.
# Who has blessed you?

# Have you received what you

deserve?

# Hasr't God shown you mercy

Does What You Do Please God?

and kindness?
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1) Husbands and wives withhold good from each other and that is

why marriages are not as popular, enjoyable or appreciated as much

ordinarily want others to
do for them should be

as they could be.

Intimacy, a touch, compliments, encouragement

2) Parents to children and children to parents.

Wisdom, insight, knowledge, manners, grestings
3) Employers withhold promotions and pay from employees and many employess are not loyal
to their employers.

Pay, opportunity, promotion

Abundance Mentality vs. Scarcity Mentality
First of all we need a definition for the model, and I will borrow Stephen Covey’s words here:

Most people are deeply seripted in what T call the Scarcity Mentality. They see life as having only so
much, as though there were only one pie out there. And if someone were to get a big piece of the
pie, it would mean less for everybody else. The Scarcity Mentality is the zero-sum paradigm of life.

People with a Scarcity Mentality have a very difficult time sharing recognition and eredit, power or
profit - even with those who help in the production. They also have a very hard time being genu-
inely happy for the success of other people.

The Abundance Mentality, on the other hand, flows out of a deep inner sense of personal worth and
security. It is the paradigm that there is plenty out there and enough to spare for everybody. It re-
sults in sharing of prestige, of recognition, of profits, of decision making. It opens possibilities, op-
tions, alternatives, and creativity.

Jesus told us this in Matthew 7:12 (NIV) 50 in everything, do to others what you would have them
do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.

This verse is commonly referred to as “the Golden Rule.” The principle
is that what people ordinarily want others to do for them should be
what they practice toward those others. This principle summarizes the
essential teachings of the Law and the Prophets. But such a principle
cannot be consistently practiced by a natural person. Only a righteotts
person is able to practice this rule and thereby demonstrate the spiri-
tual change that has come about in his life. An individual who is able to
live this kind of life obviously possesses the righteousness Jesus de-
manded. Such a persor's righteous acts do not save him, but becatse
he has been delivered he is able to demonstrate true righteousness to-
ward others.

Husbands and wives
withhold good from each
other and that is why
marriages are not as
popular...

This is also known as initiative. Take the initiative and do it first, be-
cause the Spirit of God lives in you and God has brought about a
change in your life
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James 2:15-16 (NIV) 15 Suppose a brother o sister is without clothes and

datly food. 16 1f one of you says to him, " Go, T wish you well; Keep warm
and well fod," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good 1 it?
Galatians 6:10 (MLV) 20 Therefore, as we have opportuntty, let us do good
to all peaple, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

People have problems, and people live with pain, everyday. What
would it cost you to make someone’s day, to make someone feel like

they are glad to be married to you, to have you as a Parent or Em-

ployer.

Since you have no idea how much time you have left on this earth,

nor are you aware how much time the people you come in contact
with have left on this earth, shouldrt you spend your time filling
up their emotional bank account with the same love that God has

poured into you?

When others are hurting, like our Savior, we need to reach out to

share the hurt not necessarily cure it. There are some things that are

not easily cured and sorrow is one of them. Simply bearing the bur-

den of the hurt can often do more for someone than offering a cure.

There is a time and place for the stalwart football coach who has all
the answers. But, when someone is hurting, offering your tears is

often better than offering your advice.
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