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Message By Pastor Mike Garcia

The Diligent Earner
Colossians 3:23

$ What are the two things you learned about
B R R

$ What were you taught by your parents?

$ Was money evil, something for other people and

not for you or something that there was always
very little of?

I was taught two things:
(a) Work hard

(b) Be grateful
The Diligent Earner
Maybe what you were taught about money was misun-

derstood and you gained the wrong conclusion.
Tdidr't misunderstand whatI was taught - Apply a great attitude and a positive

outlook, mix that with some gratefulness and your entire atmosphere will be
changed.

Work Ethic

God created the “work ethic” and it is not a curse to have to work. Itisa gxft

from God. God's Word says that the laborer is worthy of his hire. (Lk. 10:7) There-

fore He wants you to get paid for what you do. You are working to earn. You are

PR PP carning to provide for yourself and your family. God
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Our first instruction concerning money is to be a Diligent
Earner.

- A person who produces with diligence and is content and grateful for
what he or she has. Let's define these terms.

1) Produces: to create by physical or mental effort; to manufacture . Cﬁ '
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3) Content: Desiring no more than what one has; satisfied, willing vm‘zmm‘“ama%

4) Grateful: Appreciative of benefits received; thankful. agreeable. 2
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of decisions
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that you are not suited to. Accept this as life and not as a punishment from God. You are just fore-
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Wll you work hard and exert effort as if you are working directly for the Lord?
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Will you give God His 10% because you want to keep working?

All of this is describing a Diligent Earner. Employers are looking for
people like this. Leaders are looking for individuals like this to put on
their staff. You have a mind, you can think, and you have skills and ex-
perience. Use them for the glory of God. Produce. Get creative and make
(it happen. Look for ideas that benefit the company and catapult you to
the top.

Let me tell you this. We have become a society of service. We spend the
money we worked for to have others do what we no longer want to do.
A) Wash our car B) Change ouroil C) Maintain our yards D) Clean
the pool E) Deliver our groceries F) Carry our golf clubs, ete. ste.
Technology is allowing us to do things faster but yet we seem to have less
time for the important things. Each year we are becoming more and

more stressed, frustrated, lazy and broke. We can becomebitter because
we dort have what we think we deserve. The things that count most can-

notbe tallied. The more we count the blessings we have, the less we crave
the luxuries we dor't have. You have the energy to do what God wants

you to do. I¥'s when you are not doing this that you get exhausted.
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STUDY
GOD’S WORD

Foolish Spending

Foolish spending is spending money that is designated for one purpose
on something you dor't need. One way to eliminate foolish spending is
to work hard for your money. There is a builtin principle given to us by
God that when you work hard for something you take care of what you
have.

Pay your tithe, pay your debts, and pay yourself. John Wesley said it
this way, “Make all you can, save all you can, give all you canl” If you
will do these three things you will begin to learn to budget your finances

“Make all ,
and to wisely utilize your pay for the best it can produce for you. e L

save all you can,

What happens when you dor't work hard and you dor't pay your give all you can!”
tithes? You won't have to worry because you won't have to get up for
work, you wor't have a job.

How to Keep a Great Job

Get to work on time, consistently be where you are supposed to be and do what you are expected
to do. Do not waste time on the computer or on the phone. Quit stalling and stop making ex-
cuses. Be dependable. No one owes you anything. Do what you are supposed to do and then do a
little more. Be ready to accept with eagerness any new assignments or re-
sponsibilities. Show gratefulness by doing for your employer what he wants
done with a cheerful attitude not with a smirk, frustration or delay. There
are enough individuals with negative attributes. The one that stands out is
the diligent worker.
You are either going with the pull of the Culture or you are faithful to the
mind and heart of God.
What is the pull of the culture on the earner?

“Your value is measured by your POSITION and your paycheck.”

“Get to work on time,
consistently be where Fow does the mind and the heart of God counter this?

you are supposed to | Our value is not measured by what we do, but by who we are.
be and do what you

are expected to do”
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