[image: image1.jpg]Message By Pastor Mike Garcia

Indebted To Christ
Proverbs 22:7
The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.

The word “rule” here is defined this way - the

"ruling or dominion" of one person over an- »
other. Let me give you an example: b
Freedom Comes From Jesus Christ, 5

-

Bondage Is From Satan

Iean look like a Christian that is free inJesus A

Christ. However, when Iam indebtImightas | [ was meant to be free, not in
well be handeuffed. Iwas meant to be free, not| bondage to another person for
inbondege toancther passon for anything: Eoyihine

Romans 13:8 (KTV) 8 Owe 1o man any thing, but

tolove one another: for he that loves another hath fulfiled the law,

God has blessed you to make you a blessing to further His kingdom, so that you

can have a major part in the fulfillment of His plan. His plan is to reach others for
Christ, as many as you can for the Kingdorm of Christ.

Somehow you got caught up in becoming secular and not spiritual, goal-oriented
and not God-fearing, satisfied and not sanctified. Once we were called Christians
by an unbelieving world, and now we call ourselves Christians and the world calls

us hypoerites. Is it possible that it isrt America that is becoming dangerously
secular but the chureh?

What are the cultural myths we use as a basis for our decisions with money?

* “Things bring happiness””

* “Debt is EXPECTED and unavoidable.” Formatted By

* “Alittle more money will solve all your problems.” Hfredo Ramos
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WHAT 1s DEBT?

Debt is Restriction

Debt is restriction from doing what God purposed me to do. Just
as if I were in handeuffe and ankle chains, Iam restricted from
participating in the life that God sent Jesus to give me. I am kept
in confinement and within limits.

“The diminishing influence of the American church on American soct-
ety i not straply because fewer people are going to church, but fewer Dbl e stton
‘people are going to church because the diminishing tnfluence of Christ

on the church ttself. The Church at best, fol asleep. It might be fair to say that we lost the power to transform
culture. We accommodated to a culture that was, for ws, user-friendly.

W equated being @ good citizen with being a good Christian. We lived without persecution and soon found
ourselves without conviction.”
Erwin McManus, An Unstoppable Force, pg.28

Debt is Fear
For the Holy Spirtt, God's gift, does not want you to be afratd of people, but to be wise and strong, and to love
them and enjoy being with them. (2 Tim. 1:7)

God has not given me the spirit of fear, yet T bring it right into my home. T e

<
am afraid o do what T would really like o do basause I might notbe e | o=

cepted or approved from the very people I am trying to reach for Christ. @

We've been taught that we are the center of the universe, and we evaluate f | SR5 =0 o =

£
in church is, “This church doesw’t do anything forme.” Some of thebest | &I

everything on its ability to meet our needs. Now, the statement you hear

X
8

communicators of the Seriptures have had people leave their churches for || Bl

the express reason that they're not being fed. Iknow that we are the

sheep of God, and sheep require the Shepherd to feed them, but there
must come a time when we become shepherds who feed others. We are
concerned with how we look to the world, and not how the world sees

Jesus in our lives.
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“Today we are not moving towards ¢ godless land but to & land with

STUDY many gods. We are more mystical than ever. We are more apen than
GOD’S WORD ever. We aremore searching than ever. We are more inquisitive than
ever. The reality is not that America is becoming a secular nation but
‘more spiritual than it has been in pethaps one hundred years. From Dee-
‘pak Chopra to Oprah Winfrey, we Live in the era of the sechno-spiritual
gurs. The Psychic network is as readily available s TBN.

The biting truth is that this couniry 1 not rejecting spiriuality but
Christianity. Masses gave the church a try and left wanting. We accuse
them of not being willing to surrender to God; they accuse us of not know-
ing Him. People are rejecting Christ because of the church. The church &5
worried about thetr tmage, they are in debt, and they are in bondage.”
Erwin Raphael McManus, an Unstoppable Foree

Debt is Enslavement

Here are some things that enslave: Aleohol, Drugs, Pornogra-
phy, Debt, and Fear. These things dictate and determine what
we are able to do and when we are able to do it. We are not free
to make decisions for ourselves for they determine this for us.
Jesus Christ died on the Cross of Calvary to set you free from
bondage of any type. We are to live in that freedom and never

to allow ourselves to becoms a slave to anyone or anything. We  Debt is Enslavement
belong to Jesus Christ.

When you are in debt you belong to the one to whom you owe
money, an obligation or have abalance due. Understand that Jesus came to set you free because He
has a plan and a purpose for your life.

You were created by God and given the promise of eternal life so you can serve Him out of love, not
to be enslaved to something else and serve it out of fear.

2 Don't run wp debts, except for the huge debt of love you owe each other. When you love others, you complete
what the law has been after al along, * The law code — don't sleep with another person's spouse, don't take
sormeone's life, don't take what tsn't yours, don't always be wanting what you don't have, and any other
“don' " you can think of — finally adds 1p to this: Love other people s well as you do yourself. 2 You can't go
wrong when you love others. When you aiid up everything in the law code, the sum total is love

Romans 13:8-10  The Message
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