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Message By Pastor Mike Garcia

The Generous Giver
2 Corinthians 8:1-5

The Generous giver is defined as one who gives with
an obedient will, ajoyful attitude and a compassionate
heart. Your life is measured by your love. Your loveis
measured by your giving. You can give withoutlov-

ing, but you cannot love without giving.

* Your Life Is Measured By Your Love.

* YourLove Is Measured By Your Giving.

* You Can Give Without Loving, But You Cannot Love Without Giving.

Love and Giving are the dominant characteristics of a born-again Chris-
tian. They are twins and they cannot be separated. A Christian will realize and will
recognize all that God has done for them and in their gratitude begin to give to oth-
ers. Even in our relationships we see two types of individuals - Givers and Takers.
Which one are you? Sometimes it is not that easy to tell in the beginning of a rela-
tionship or a business and sometimes it is very dlear. Situations will easily depict

which nature resides within you.

God placed a“desire to give” in the heart of the people of a provinee called Mace-
donia. Though in extreme poverty, they could make others rich. Though they had
nothing, they possessed everything that really matters.

The trial of poverty exposed their true colors: They were -

credibly happy, though desperately poor. The pressure 13- Fomnatted By
gered something totally unexpected: an outpouring of pure Hfredo Ramos
and generous giffs. 2 Cor8:2 (Message) April 23 2008
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If we were to take inventory of our selves we would know immediately if

God had given us this grace or not. We would know if we were stingy,
greedy, and still looking out for number one.

The “desire to give’ is ot found in our society nor in this culture. This is
why there are Christians; this is why God did not take us home right after
we became borr-again. He wants us here as demonstrations of His generos-
ity and love. The Seriptural text tells us that, “From their trial came joy and

from their poverty came generosity - Wowl
If we were to take
inventory of our
selves we would
know immediately if

God had given us
this grace or not

“From Their Trial Came Joy And From Their Poverty Came Generosity”

How can this be? God gives you the grace which is the divine influence

upon the heart and its reflection in the life; including gratitude.

That was and is the purpose of a trial - to expose what you really are. Not what you seem to be
on the surface, but what you are on the inside, i the heart. These people, though poor, were incredi-
bly happy. People in our country, though rich are incredibly sad, frustrated, and full of envy.

The Macedonians, though both poor and persecuted, rejoiced exceedingly that an opportunity
was afforded them of doing good to their more impoverished and more persecuted brethren.

What explains i was that they had first given themselves unreservedly to God and to us. The other giving
stmply flowed out of the purposes of God working t their lives. 2 Cor 8:5 (Message)
We learn that they gave themselves first to the Lord. Is this the pattern for

giving? God created you, He created everything. Based on that fact alone
He is the sole owner of everything, including you. You belong to Him.
1 God died on the cross for you and purchased you back from Satan and
eternal damnation.

He created you and He bought you. He owns you twice. All you need to
do is [Willingly Give Yourself to Him for His Purposes] and see that you
excel in the grace of giving. Thisis what marks you as a child of God.
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The churches in Macedonia—Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea—had 1| )

given money even though they were poor, and they had given more than

Paul expected. This was sacrificial giving— they were poor themselves,
but they wanted to help. The point of giving is not so much the amount
we give, but why and how we give. God does not want gifts given i
grudgingly. Instead, he wants us to give as these churches did— out of L o
dedication to Christ, love for fellow believers, the joy of helping those in I"
need, as well as the fact that it was simply the good and right thing to do.
Giving is a natural response of love. If you were to take inventory at
your home you would see that there are many things that you have not

used and do not use. These things are taking up space and they could m—
The point of giving is

not so much the amount

in good condition, they could be given directly to the poor. sy i -

cither be sold and the money given to help the poor, or if these items are

how we give

Sacrifice Means Giving Up Something I Love For
Something I Love And Cherish More.

According to the definition we readily see that there are three entities that are required for us to
develop a giving lifestyle. They are:
1. An Obedient Will - Dutifully complying with the commands, orders,
or instructions of one in authority

2. A Joyful Attitude - appreciative and therefore very willing
3. A Compassionate Heart - Marked and motivated by concern for others.
Because God gave me favor and was merciful to me, I realize and recognize
that I can give favor to those less fortunate that I am. I can give so that the
Gospel can also be shared with them, and I can give so that their lives can

be more comfortable.

el STUDY GOD'S
motivated by
concern for others” WORD
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