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Message By Pastor Mike Garcia

Rich in Possessions, Bankrupt in Spirit

Proverbs 27,
Even honey seems tasteless t a man who is full; but if he is hungry, he'll eat anything.

There is a song entitled, “Money Is a Powerful
Thing.” The chorus goes like this: “Money s a
powerful thing,

1¥'s more than green paper or a means of exchange.

Money's got a powerful pull

1t sits in your bank account and works on your
soul.

Money, money, money 1 @ powerful thing, “
The words to that song are so true. Money is a pow-
erful thing. Because it is so powerful and woks on
our soul many of us find it challenging to handle it
well. Most of us want our financial lives to beinor- [ Rich in Possessions,
der, and we want to understand and experience the B
reality of genuine financial freedom. Ifs a journey Bankrupt in Spirit
and all of us are at different places. Some of us are
just beginning and others are well on our way.

The reality is that most of us find our selves in one of four financial situations:

= Crisis
= One paycheck from disaster
= Good “financial” shape
= God-honoring lifestyle
Crisis
Sorme of s are experiencing serious financial

problems. You're in erisis. This is a point when a
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conflict reaches its highest tersion and must be Hifredo Ramos
resolved. Facing your financial problems shows  Rpril 9 2008

tremendous courage.
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One Paycheck from Disaster Good Financial Shape
Others of us may notbe experiencing any imme- A third group of us is in pretty good

diate crisis and, from a distance, things appearto  shape...financially. If this describes you, you're
be good. But the reality is that we're tired of iv-  not in consumer debt, you save on a regular ba-
ing from paycheck to paycheck and being just sis, and you invest wisely. From a purely finan-
one paycheck from disaster. If this describes you, cial standpoint, you're a good money manager,
you are tired of your debt being too high and but you may not be fully honoring God with
your savings too low. your financial resources.

You're here wanting to fully understand the vi-

sion of leading a financial lifestyle from a Chris-

tian perspective.

God-honoring Lifestyle

If you're in the fourth group, you've already applied biblical principles and are handling your fi-
nances in a God-honoring way. My hope for you is that this course will affirm your actions and
bring you to an even deeper understanding of God'’s call in your life.

For many of us, money s the chief rival god. The fact is, if we dor't control our money, it will cor-
trol us. Money will end up making the key decisions is our lives: where

we live, where we work, who we have as friends, and how we use our & -

time. Money is a powerful thing. Moreover, money’s power is fueled by ¥ Invest wise
cultural myths that impact the way we view and use money. in your
Since this course is about finances, obviously it deals with such things as U fufure

numbers, budgets, and debt reduction. Butit's about so much more than
that. For some of us, it's about overcoming lifelong habits and coming to
grips with the deeper causes of destructive behavior.

Stephen Covey - “You cannot talk your way out of a problem you behaved
yourselfinto.

For others i¥s about dealing with envy and greed. Forall of us, ifs about

resisting the incredibly strong pull of a culture in which possession has

become an obsession.

Seripture clearly states that our spiritual lives and our financial
lives are interwoven and can't be separated.
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Matthew 6:21 - Where your treasure 1, there your heart will be also,
STUDY Simply put, every financial decision is aspiritual decision. We guard
i against being controlled by money by acknowledging and submitting
GOD'S WORD|Y | _i... o a more powerful force - the Mind and heart of God. (This
is what I had you do last week and 90% of this congregation stood to
pray a prayer for more of God in their lives.

The Mind and Heart of God
Three truths:

1. God created everything - Genesis 1:1
2. God owns everything - Psalm 24:1

3. We are trustees - 1Cor. 4

The Pull of the Culture vs. The Mind and Heart of God

—Matthew 6:24 - Mo one can serve two masters

—Matthew 6:33 - Seek first His kingdom

>Matthew 25 - “...good and faithful servants”

>Luke 12:21 - I¥s foolish to store up earthly wealth and not have a relationship with God.

God holds us accountable for how we manage the money and possessions entrusted to us. We will
be found either faithful o foolish.

We are blessed and so full of other things that there no longer exists a passionate desire, an appetite,
ora thirst for the presence of God in our life. Affluence, prosperity, (Praise God for them) but they
have left us in a state that we no longer are aware of the destitute nature of our spiritual life.

Have you found satisfaction in the pessessions and position that you have here on this earth? Noth-
ing on this earth can satisfy and fulfill the hunger in my heart for the presence of God.

Do you feel that you have everything that you need? The Lord has allowed us to have most of what
we desire; on the other hand, He does not allow us to find satisfaction in
anything or in anyone but Him. This is how we are wired. This is how
God created s to be, Would people say that you walk like a person of the
world or that you walk like a Christian?

The Five “T's”
This will assist you in determining if you are foolish or if you are faithful to
what God has given to you:

1. Thanksgiving - doss this define your attitude?

2. Tithes and Offerings - does this describe your giving to God?

3. Talents/ Spiritual Gifts - do you develop yours for the Kingdom of

God?

4. Time - do you habitually deposit time for just you and God?

Testimony - Do you have facts about what God has done for you?
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