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Grace and Peace to You
II Thessalonians 1:2

Ifyouaregoing tomakeitasa  them on thecross by faith. God
Christian, ffyouaregoing tobe  gives man the opposite of what he
successful, if you are going tobe  deserves: blessing instead of judg-
victorious, then ment. This is the

these are the

two principal
essentials that

you are geing to
need.

You will experi-
ence trials, there
will be persecu-
tion, and you
may even feel
like giving p,
but youwill not

grace of God.

“Peace” is the cessa-
tion of hostilty which
has resulted from
Christ’s death; God

and pecple can be
reconciled because
the debt of hunan sin

has been paid by
Christ. Christians

have peace with God

becauseifyon | Grace and Peace to| oo Pt 00
have these You Christ. They also ex-
things youwill Baridhes tho pe-conf
be able toseehow Godisonyour  God asa result of Christs work.
side.
Christians can be at peace

even in the midst of trials and per-
“Grace” is “Gods riches at secution. This was Paul's desire for
Christs expense’ itis Gods un-  the Thessalonians. Both grace and
merited favor which He frecly be-  peace are gifts of God that come to
stows on all who accept Jesus believers through the Lord Jesus

Christ’s substitutionary workfor  Christ.

What is Grace? Greek- Charis

At this juncturewe do not taste persecution. We experience temptation
to fulfil the lust of the flesh and the pride of life. Basically, we attempt
to live this life apart from God and apart from Jesus Christ. We can’t
really say that we strongly desire to read God’s Word or to experience
His presence on a daily basis. In other words, we haven't seen a reason
toseek God.

The time is coming however, and very soon, when we will more than
wish thatwe not only knew but thatwe fully understood the power and
the presence of God.
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Tn New Testament times the normal way to say good-bye was Peace (31ém in
Heb.). Tn His death Jesus provided alegacy for His disdples: My peace I give you.

They would have

o “Peace with God® because theit sins were forgiven
o “Peace of God® would guard their lives

The wotld is unable to give this kind of peace. Fear of death and fear of the future
are removed as Jesus’ followers trust in Him. Thus they need not be troubled

The end result of the Holy Spirit's worls in our lives is deep and lasting peace.
Unlikee worldly peace, which is usually defined as the absence of conflict, this peace is
confident assurance in any croemsiance with Chtist's peace, we have no need to fear the
present of the future. If your life is full of stress, allow the Holy Spirit to fill you with
Christ's peace,

The Christian that realizes that they need both
The grace of God and the peace of God
Ts the Christian that is dependent
Tpon God for victory.

They trust the Lord because they
know the Lord. God has proven
Himself faithful to them time and
time again so now they can stand up

on things above, not on earthly things
3 For you died, and yout life is now
hidden with Christin God. + When
Chtist, who is your life, appears, then

The end result of the Holy
Spitit's wotk in our lives is
deep and lasting peace

and shout that no weapon formed
against them shall prosper. Their Sav-

you also will appear with him in glory

ior has told them that He will never
leave them norwill He forsake them.

Colossians 3:14 (NIV)

+Since, then, you have been raised
with Christ, set your hearts on things
above, whete Chtist is seated at the
tight hand of God. 2 Set your minds

“all we could ever imagine,
could ever hope for, He is . He is
the Prince of Peace whose first corm-
ing has already transformed society
but whose second coming will forever
establish justice and righteousness

READ GOD’S WORD
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‘The grace of God is available now. Itis free and God wants togiveit to

you. You can know and experience whatit is to be victorious over Sin,
Satan, and temptation. God has made His grace available to each and

every single one of us so that we can have victory over Satan.

For every possible predicament of man, there is a corresponding grace

of God. In other words: For every partiular human need there is a par-
tioular supernatural resource. For every definite problem there is a defi-
nite angwer. For every hurt there is a cure. For every weakness there isa | victorious over Sin, Satan, and

strength. For every confusion, there is guidance.

You can know and
experience what it is to be

temptation

God gives you the power, the desire, and the ability to dowhat Hewants

youto do. That is grace.

Philippians 2:13 (TLB)

& For God is at work within you, helping youwant to obey him, and then

helping you do what he wants.

Grace s not cheap however. Itis promised to the believer only when he/

she submits to God.
James 4:6-10 (NIV)

©But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the
proud but gives grace to the humble." 7 Submit yourselves, then, to God.
Resist the devil, and hewwill flee from you. 8 Come near to God and he will
come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts,

you double-rninded.

>Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your lavghter to mourning and your joy
to gloom. * Humble yourselves before the Lord, and hewill ft you up.

“For every

possible
predicament of

man, there is a
corresponding
grace of God”

What is Peace?

Greek-Eirene-A sense of rest and contentment

John 14:27 (NIV) =7 Peace T
leave with you; my peace I give
you. 1do not give to you as the
wworld gives. Do not let your hearts
be troubled and do not be afraid.
John 16:33 (NIV)®'T have told
you thess things, so that in meyou
tmay have peace. In this world you
will have trouble. But take heart! T
have overcome the world."

Believers have a dual existence:
they are in Christ and in this

world. In union with Jesus, His dis-
ciples have peace, but the world exerts
2 hostile pressure. The world system,
the enemy of God and His pecple, op-
posed Jesus’ message and ministry.
But Jesus won the victory over the
systern; He has overcome the
world! 4s the “strong man” who
came and ruined Satan’s kingdom,
Jesus s the Victor. Jesus wanted the
disciples to remernber this fact and to
rejoice in His victory.
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