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Perseverance and Faith
2 Thessalonians 1:4-2

The Christian experience is not about what is going on around you;
itis about what is going on inside of you. Ttis elearly about what
you believe. What you believe will certainly determine what you
do when you are under pressure or you are in a trial that is testing
your faith.

The purpose of a trial is not to break you, itis to reveal to you the
level of faith that you have. You are not being tested; your faith in
God is being tested. Many proclaim to have faith in God, but how
will you know unless it has been tested. Listen to these words:
Tsaiah 43:2-3 (NTV)

2 When you pass through the waters, Twill be with you; and when you
pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.
2 For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

Promises like these are to motivate you and to ereate within you

the ability to persevere. If you are not aware of the promises in the
Bible then you will be tempted to give up. Being a Christian is not
about giving up or givingin to temptation. It certainly is about the

ability to persevers until you come through on the other side.

1 Peter 1:6,7 (NIV)
&I this you greatly rejoice, though now for @ little while you may have
had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come 5o that your
Jaith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by
Fire—may be proved genwine and may result in pratse, glory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed.
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Perseverance - hupomon?, lit,
"an abiding under" (ypo,

"under," mend, "to abide"), is

almost invariably rendered

"patience.” "To abide un-

der (o, "under"), signifies
"to remain in a place instead of
leaving it. It means to stay be-
hind and to not run away.
What we learn from this word
is that we are able, (by the grace
of Gor) to abide under pressure.
After having received the grace

fGod, we do not have to back-
“Perseverance: Whatwe |0~ o o oo 1ot nave toBad

learn from this word is that

we are able, (by the grace of
God) to abide under

pressure”

slide or reject our faith in God.

In fact, our faith in God can

grow even stronger if we perse-

vere in the trials that come to

test our faith,

Inspite of them all, the Thessa-
lonians kept on standing strong.
and stable in their faith. How is
aChristian able to do this?

A Conviction is a
basic Seriptural
principle which we
purpose to follow,
whatever the cost

chidren of God —

Faith - pistis. Grk.

"Firm persuasion," a conviction
based upon hearing.

A conviction means to bring to a
decision concerning the truth or
the falsehood of a proposition. A
Conviction is a basic Seriptural
principle which we purpose to
follow, whatever the cost. A con-
vietion is not a preference. It
must not change and it must be

consistent.

Romans 10:17 (NIV) £7 Conse-
quently, fuith comes from hearing the
‘message, and the message ts heard
through the word of Christ,

The main elements in “faith" in its
relation to the invisible God, as
distinet from "faith" in man, are
especially brought out in the use
of this noun and the correspond-

ing verb, pisteud; they are:

(A) A firm conviction, producing a full acknowledgement of God's
revelation or truth, - 2 Thessalonians 2:10-11 (NIV) “,
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 For this reason
Gort sends thern a powerful delusion so that they will believe the Lz

They perish

(B) A personal surrender to Him, - John 1:12 (NTV) 12 Yet to all who
received him, 10 those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become

(C) A conduct inspired by such surrender - 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NIV)

7 We live by faith, not by sight.
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“Faith is a muscle that

must be constantly
exercised so that it can

become strong”

Message By Pastor Mike Garcia

Romans 213 (NIV) - 13 For it & not those who hear the law who are right-
cous in God's sight, but it is those who obey the law who wil be declared right-
cous

You can listen all day, but unless you cbey what you have heard, then
faith is not being developed in you. Faith is a muscle that must be con-
stantly exercised so that it can become strong. The trials, then, are op-
portunities for you to develop your faith in God. The more you hear
the Word of God, the more you obey the Word of God, the stronger
you become as a child of God.

Faith has to have an object to be attached to before it becomes effective.
You can have faith you are going to win the Lotto, or succeed in a race,
and Isuppose that all that is good. However, I am referring to “Faith in
God” and not just faith.

Jesus conquered sin, death, Hell and the grave. He rose from the dead.
You can place your faith in Him because He has already proved Him-
self that He can be trusted.

Romans 8:35 - 39 (NIV)

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
‘persecution o fimine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it © written
"For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be
staughtered.”

57 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through kim who loved
.

38 For I am convinced that neither death nor 14, netther angels nor demons,
neither the present ror the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor
depth, ot anything else i all creation, wil be able to separate us from the love
of God that is tr Christ Jesus our Lord.

'READ GOD'S WORD




PAGE  
1

