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The Removal

2 Thessalonians 2:7 For the secret power of lawlessness is
already at work; but the one who now holds it back will
continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. (NIV)

Ginomai, Greek. Removal of the Restraint

3 Events Must Oceur Before the Coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ

1. Apostasia, Greek o Rebellion, falling away
2. Apokalypto, Greeke» Revealing of Antichrist
Who is Really in 3. Ginomai, Greek. o, Removal of the Restraint

Control?

Who is Really in Control?

It certainly appears that the world is in chaos. At no other time
in our history has the timing come into view more relevant than
now for the 2nd Coming of Jesus. And yet, on so many people’s
mind is not that they will see Jesus, but will we be here, will we be
gone, or will we suffer?

We fear suffering, and we fear persscution. However, our
brothers and sisters around the world have been killed for their be-
lief in Jesus Christ. But not here in the United States. Very few of

us have ever had to experience anything like that. We deal more
with racism, segregation, poverty and drugs.
On the mind of Christians is not that we will see

“Af 1o other time

in our history has
Jesus, but will we have to go through the tribu- | the timing come

lation? Knowing what I know from God’s into view more
Word, going through a time of suffering does | Felevant than now.

. | for the 2nd Com-
not compare with a one on one meeting witl =
the Creator of the Universe, the very son of God,
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Satan has always used the same tactics - 2
Cor. 2:11 states that we are not ignorant of his
devices. He has always trapped us with fear.
Fear of suffering, fear of death, and fear of
pain. And yet, every Bible reading Christian
knows that Jesus has conquered every one of
Satan’s methods used to trap us.

* If our world seems to be heading into a
state of chaos, T assure you that God is in
control.

* If it appears that Satan is wreaking havoc
on the church, let me declare to you that
God isin control.

* Ifyou are worried or concerned about a
time of suffering known as the tribula-
tion, change your focus and concentrate
on the fact that Jesus is coming back for
His church.

How do you know this? How can you stand
up there and declare such things to us when it
seems like our world is getting ready to head
into the worst time this world has ever seen?

Evil is going to run
|rampant; the Devil
is going to be run-
ning the economy,
the government,
the military and re-
ligion. But! Heis
ot going to have
|any control over the
' Christian!

Hebrews 12:1-4 (NIV)

How will we be able to do this? - By the
Power of the Holy Spirit.

Satan has
always used
the same
tactics ...He

has always
trapped us
B with fear

‘The Holy Spirit is not removed, but the re-
straining power He holds over evil is removed.

Facts about the Holy Spirit

1.0mnipresent — Psalms 139:7
In the former re-
spect it contains
the guaranty that
the actual near-
ness of God and a
real communion
with Him may be
enjoyed every-
where, even apart
from the places
hallowed for such
purpose by a spe-
cific gracious self-
‘manifestation. In the other respect the divine om-
nipresence assures the believer that God is at hand
to save in every place where from any danger or
foe His people need salvation. (NIV)

2. Omniscient -1 Cor. 2:10-11
Next to Himself God knows the world in its total-
ity. This knowledge extends to small as well as to
great affairs; to the hidden heart and mind of man
as well as to that which is open and manifest. It
extends to all the divisions of time, the past, pre-
sent and future alike. It embraces that which is
contingent from the human viewpoint as well as
that which is certain. (TLB)
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3. Omnipotent - Jeremiah ] JeRytox e
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Psalms 135:6 (NIV) and Luke 1:37 (NIV dis to come.

Omnipotence in God is that to which

humnan faith addresses itself. In it lies the
ground for assurance that He is able to
save, as in His love that He is willing to
save.

4. Eternal — Hebrews 9:14 (NIV)

He had no beginning, He will have no
end. He has always existed and He will
always exist. Our Lord decisively set the
element of time in abeyance, and took His
stand upon the fact and quality of life —
Life endless by its own nature. Of that
eternal life He is Himself the guarantes—
"Because I live, ye shall live also” (John 14:19).

“Therefore rejoice, you
heavens and you who
dwell in them!”

Rev. 12:12

5. He is called God — Acts 5:3-4 (NIV)

Then Peter said, " Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart
that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of
the money you received for the land? Didn't it belong to you before it
was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal?
What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men
but to God."

6. He is Equal with the Father and the Son -
Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV)

Revelation 12:12 (NIV) - = Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you
who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil
has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his
time is short."
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