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Message By Pastor Mike Garcia

Follow Our Example
2 Thessalonians 3:7

Follow: mimétés, Greek "An imitator," The verb is always
used in exhortations, and always in the continuous tense, suggest-
ing a constant habit or practice.

1Cor. 4:16 (TLB) So I beg you to follow my example and do as I do.
1Cor. 11:1 (TLB)  And you showld follow mry exarmple, just as I fol-
low Christ's

Phil. 3:17 (NIV) ¥ Join with others in following mry example, broth-
ers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you
Heb. 13:7 (NIV) 7 Remember your leadiers, who spoke the word of God
toyou. Consider the outcome of thetr way of life and tmitate thetr futth.
3Jn. 1:11 (TLB)  Dear friend, don't lt this bad exarmple influence
you. Follow only what is good. Remember that those who do what s right
prove that they are God's children; and those who continuz in evil prove

Follow: mimates, that they are far from God.
Greek — "An imitator,"

Christian or Not

1f we call ourselves “Christian” or children of God, why is it im-
portant for us to live for Christ? Why did the Apostle Paul exhort
the believers to follow His example? Why am I urging you to do
the same? Because others are watching s and they will imitate
what they see us doing. We nead to provide an example for others

to follow.

Itis not wise to go into a heavenly eter- | “Remember your
nity alone. You are certainly required to leaders, who spoke
bring others with you. You are to witness to| the word of God to
others by your lifestyle as well as your you. Consider the

words. However, your words and yourae. | ufcome of their

tions both need to match. You cannot do way of life and iff\i—
one differently from the other. The two are tate their faith’
connected. Hebrews 13:7
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Whatever you do, others will feel that it is okay for Whatever you do, others will feel that
them to also do it. This is why it is so important for you it is okay for them to also do it
to finally be known as a Christian and not as a person -

that doss rot follow Christ. Christianity, the Church, the |

20 coming of Christ are major subjects that we need to be

concerned about. However, we are not so important that S (
we can affect their outcome. Itis enough that God even 3

considered us to be included in His family.

Rick Warren - Purpose Driven Life
I¥'s rot about you. The purpose of your life is far greater than your own personal fulfillment, your peace of
‘niind, or even your own happiness

There are leaders in the Word of God who left us patterns to follow and to imitate. And, there
are certain Christ like qualities thatI feel are important enough for s to mimic, in light of the 2

Coming of Jesus Christ.

Abzaham- Trust God Completely
Even when you dor't understand what He is up to, because He really

does care for you and wants what is best for you and your family.

Moses, Choose To Suffer For Your Faith
Follow God regardless of what it might cost you rather than living a self-

centered, selfish lifestyle.

Enoch - Learn to Walk and fellowship with God
Make your relationship with God a priority just as Enoch did.

Joseph - Turn your back on each and every temptation that you face.

Have the same kind of integrity and commitment to doing what is right that Joseph had.
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Job - Remain faithful to God

Despite the difficulties that may come your way in the year to come.

Gideon - Take a stand and be willing
to go into battle

Even though there may notbe as many [l POWER BEHIND
people fighting along side of you as you
would like. Just remember when God
leads you into battle He wort abandon
you, but instead will fight the battle for
you if you will let Him.

Paul - Fulfill God’s Purpose in your Just remember when God
life leads you into battle He
e won't abandon you, but in-

The Apostle Paul knew and understood stead will fight the battle

what was important in life. He understood | for you if you will let Him

that nothing good could be gained by

duwelling on the past. He knew the most important thing was to focus his
attention and his entire life on fulfilling God's purpose for his life, and
that's what He did. Nothing else really mattered to the Apostle Paul.
Dor't dwell on the past. Forget it, and do your best to focus your time,
talents, and energy on what really matters and that is fulfilling God’s

purpose in your life.

Eliminate distractions from your life. Your utmost priority is not to
locate a soul mate but to please the God that created you. Live to please
the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.

Live to please yourself and will lose your relationship with Him and

miss the most important event in all of History ~ the 22 Coming of Jesus
Christ.
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