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Revealing of Antichrist

2 Thessalonians 2:3,4

Apokalypto, Greek — Revealing of Antichrist
Signifies "to uncover, unveil" (apo, "from," kalyptd, "to cover")

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 (NIV) 3 Don't let anyone deceive you in
Gan W lencily any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and
the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.
4He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is
called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's tem-
ple, prodaiming himself to be God.

Man of Lawlessness - a decisive act at a defi-
nite moment in History. That he will be
"revealed” indicates that he will be a real man,

“He will usurp
the rightful

living on earth, whose identity is not known, or | place of God

at least not understood, until a particular time. hand fllfeclax;

Then the mask will be taken off and his true imself as the
Apokalypto, Greek — e

Revealing of Antichrist | 45711 ™l b revealec.

worshiped”

* Forsakes worship of God
* Accepts worship of self
* Proclaims himselfto be God

* He is Antichrist

This man will oppose everything connected with the divine—
not only Christianity but anything that has to do with theism. This
man will wage war against everything that hints at religion, faith,
or spirituality. He will try to eradicate worship of any kind:
prayers, songs, gatherings, and shrines.
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The man of sin will set himself up inGod's
temple, or more literally, put himself into
God's seat in the inner sanctuary of the temple,
proclaiming himself to be God. This will be
tmore than a taking over of some building. The
man of sin will understand the implications
and claims that attend taking his seat in the
sanctuary of God. He will anoint himself as
divine. He will usurp the rightful place of God
and declare himself as the one to be wor-
shiped.

2 Thessalonians 2:8-12 (NIV) -¢ And then
the lawless one will be revealed, whom the
Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of
his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his
coming. * The coming of the lawless one will be
in accordance with the work of Satan dis-
played inall kinds of counterfeit miracles,

signs and won-

ders, and in every
sort of evil that
deceives those

who are perish-

ing. They perish

, :

IVITRACLES
Christ performed

because they re-
fused to love the
truth and so be

saved.

miracles, signs, and
wonders, and the  |For this reason
lawless one will also” |God sends thema

powerful delu-

sion so that they will believe the lie 2 and so

that all will be con-

No teaching
dernned who have ot o
believed the truthbut | replace the Word
have delighted in of God. No
wickedness. interpretation

should undercut
what is clearly
taught in
Scripture

Matthew 24:23-25 -
At that time if anyone

says to you, ook, here
is the Christl' or, 'There he isl' do not believe it.

For false Christs and false prophets will appear
and perform great signs and miracles to deceive
even the elect-if that were possible. See, I have
told you ahead of time. (NIV)

No teaching should ever replace the Word of
God. No interpretation should undercut what is
clearly taught in Seripture. Stick to the apostles'
teaching; stay with the Word of God. It is absolute

and trustworthy.

Miracles, translated from the Greek dunanis,
are yet another word for power. This describes
inherent, supernatural ability. Itis singular in
form and so points more directly to the power

causing the act rather than the act itself.

Signs (semetd) are tokens, deeds done in order
to confirm authority or power. In the case of the
Antichrist, he will perform supernatural feats, en-
ergized by Satan, for the purpose of authenticat-

ing his claims for worship and cbedience.
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Wonders (teras) include anything strange or spectacular which
people to be amazed. The word is always used in combination with the
word signs, Signs deal with the purpose—to validate authority—fwhile
wonders deal with the effect—to cause a sensation. The peop{awillbe.
awestruck, and the performer of the signs and wonders wil
and treated with reverence and honor.

Christ performed miracles, signs, and wonders, and the lawless one
will also. The difference is that the Antichrist's miracled and signs are
designated poeudous, or false. The Antichrists miracleg originate from the
realm of falsehood and lies because they are empowered by the father of
lies, Satan. Antichrist and Satan have no legitimate claim to authority or
worship, so their supernatural works are designed to entrap people and
steal what rightfully belongs to God. In this way, everything they do is
"pseudo’ or false.

It should be remembered that evil is being sed to ensnare people, to
lure them away from what is true. Most likely this i not the evil of terror,
but evil which attracts the base and natural inclinations of fallen human-
ity— power, narcissism, sexual degradation, and moral blindness that ele-
vates selfishness, just to name a few. But these ancient sins will be loosed
with a fury unseen or experienced before.

Paul's tise of the present tense, who are perishing, indicates that these
people are in process. Though blinded and decsived, they have chosen
the path toward destruction on which they are traveling. These are not
innocents whorm Satan snatches, but people who continually and persis-
tently choose unrighteousness, sin, and falsehood.

use

They refused to love the truth and so be saved.

These are people who willfully spurn the saving grace of God. That s
why they are in a state of perishing, a process which results in eternal de-
struction rather than salvation. God has held out the truth and opportu-
nity of rescue, but they have refused. God's intention has always been
deliverance. Even so, there are many who persist in their course away
from God. These people follow the way of death; they willfully choose it
and thus bear the responsibility for their own judgment.

They have chosen to reject the saving grace of God, to spurn His love,
and to accept the way of sin and destruction. Teall this a double-
jeopardy.
Not only have they rejected God, they have accepted Antichrist.
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