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3. Full of the Spirit and Wisdom

"Acts 6:3 (KTV) -
Wherefore, brethren, look ye out
among you seven men of honest
report, full of the Holy Ghost and
wisdorm, whom we may appoint
over this business.

Here's what John Wooden, for
years basketball coach at UCLA,
has to say about character: “Be

more concerned with your char-

acter than with your reputation.
Your character is what you really  Full of the Spirit and Wisdom
are while your reputation is merely

what others think you are.”

What comes to your mind when I mention these names?
o President Nixon

o PresidentClinton

« Bonnie & Clyde

«+ AlCapone

o Martin Luther King

o CesarChavez

« BillyGraham

What is the first thing you think of when these names are mentioned?
That, my friend, is how you define reputation. Itis what others think you
are. The significance behind such a statement is that you created your
reputation merely by your actions and your attitude. God, through Jesus
Christ, wiped away our bad reputation and presented us with a clean slate.
What we did to it after that is our responsibility. So, looking at our text we

recognize that there are three requirements for leadership in the ministry.
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Of good report refers to the fact that there may be
no room to suspect them of partiality or injustice.

It means “to be well testified of, to have agood re-
port” This good report is from your peers in the
church. Ttis from those that know you best. The
people who know you would be the ones who
would accept or reject your request for a position of

leadership in the church.

What kind of  reputation do you have? You can- REPUTATION

notblame her or him for it, you created it. Itis not “WE WILL BE KNOWN FOREVER BY
THE TRACKS WE LEAVE”

a permanent or fixed condition for the entire
church understands God is a forgiving God. Hovw-
ever, it is necessary to take a close look at what you choose to do for you are creating your reputa-
tion.

You may say, “I could care less what others think of mel” But let me remind you that God did not
save you so you could sitin the pew and await the rapture. You were saved for ministry in the body
of Christ,

This is why Satan is working so hard at disabling your opportunity for service in the body of Christ.

He is not about furthering God's kingdom, therefore you must be.

Full of the Holy Ghost
What does it actually mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit? Look
closely at whom we are referring to, He, the Holy Spirit of God. We
ate to constantly seeking to being filled with Him.

What would a person be like that is filled with the Holy Spirit?
They are not foolish in their decisions

They are not in bondage to any addictions

They are not embarrassed to be seen in the body of Christ

They are not hung up, strung out, dried up, or confused

They love the Church, the Word and Worship

You know that they strive to do their best to please God

They are not lazy about anything to do with the Church.
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Have you ever heard the word, “discretion?” It means ability
or power to decide responsibly. It also refers to the exercise of
good judgment, common sense, and even caution, especially
in the conduct of practical matters. It implies the ability to
foresee and make provision for what may happen.

is knowedge. A The person who is full of wisdom uses caution in their words
applicd with common sense and their actions, for they are able to foresee repercussions for

their decisions. They do not live for themselves they live for

the reputation of the one above them. That is why they can
be trusted withmoney, with time and with possessions. They ultimately serve Jesus Christ but they

understand and obey authority. That is why they are given responsibility. They possess an ability to
make judgments under pressure and can give administration when it is required.

You can trust them for they would do exactly what youwould do in the same situation. They posses
humility and they work arduously. The prominent distinetion surrounding them is they are depend-
able for God'’s kingdom. Thatis why they are to be given honor and recognition.

Epaphroditus - Philippians 229-30 (NIV) 2 Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men
like hirm, ®because he almost died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for the help you
could not give me.

Timothy -1 Corinthians 4:17 (NIV) ¥For this reason | am sending to you Timothy, my son whom
love, who s faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of ife in Christ Jesus, which agrees
with what I teach everyw here in every church.

‘The candidates not only possessed the qualities desired; those qualities had to be obvious to the total
congregation! Do you now see why it is so necessary to be possessed by the Holy Spirit of
God?

Inweek one  said that you needed the power of God and only the Holy

Spirit could provide that.

Inweek two I said that you needed integrity and that lying or pretend-
ing were not character traits of a child of God and that only the Holy
Spirit could enable you to live like this.

Now, inweek three [ am explaining to you the three characteristics re-

of you if you desire to be in leadership in God's kingdom, the Church.
‘The Church belongs to Jesus Christ and His Holy Spiritis here to maintain purity and peace in the
body of Christ.
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